
Dover Grammar School for Girls 
 

 March 2020 

 

Dear Parents, 

 

I thought it would be good to write to you briefly about the coronavirus and our response in 

school. 
 

Firstly, I would like to clarify that I am not writing to you because we have any specific 

concerns in school, but to reassure you that we are doing all we can to ensure the safety of 

our staff, students and families. We have been monitoring the situation closely and are 

following government guidance, which is regularly updated. 
 

In school we have:  

 Discussed the issue as a staff to understand the situation and give the correct advice to 

students if asked 

 Placed hand hygiene posters, recommended in government advice around the school 

 Increased the number of hand sanitisers installed around the school in key areas 

(please ensure that you use these if entering the school) 

 We have ordered a number of additional hand held sanitisers 

 Each form tutor has a PowerPoint presentation to use with their forms giving information 

about Covid 19 and hygiene advice 

 We have checked the destinations of staff and students during half term (to the best of 

our ability) and have been assured that none of the areas visited or travelled through 

fall into the quarantined areas defined by the NHS & Government. 

 Notified all parents by ParentMail of the government guidance link 

We realise that regularly talking about the virus can cause alarm, but it is also essential to raise 

awareness and to work together in a preventive way. As with all guidance currently shared 

across the media, it is important to be vigilant with regards to hand-washing etc., and to be 

aware of the symptoms of Coronavirus as shared by the NHS, which include: 

 a cough 

 shortness of breath 

 breathing difficulties 

 fever (high temperature) 

It can take up to 14 days for symptoms of coronavirus to appear. 
 

If you, your child or another family member experience these symptoms and are concerned, 

the advice is that you contact the NHS by telephoning 111. Do not go directly to your GP or 

other healthcare environment. Should you be in contact with anyone who has been 

diagnosed and needs to self-isolate, please inform the school immediately on the 

attendance line 01304 200381. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

Please can you discuss this information with your child and family members and ask that they 

are responsible in their approach to the precautionary measures.  

 

We have just been informed by the Department of Education that they have launched a 

new helpline to answer questions about COVID-19 related to education. Staff, parents and 

young people can contact the helpline as follows: 

Phone: 0800 046 8687 

Email: DfE.coronavirushelpline@education.gov.uk 

Opening hours: 8am to 6pm (Monday to Friday)   

 

I have attached some useful links for your information. 

 

Thanks for your help and support in this matter. 

 

Regards, 

 

 

 

 

Mr RCF Benson 

Headteacher 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/ 

 

 

https://publichealthmatters.blog.gov.uk/2020/01/23/wuhan-novel-coronavirus-what-you-

need-to-know/ 

 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-to-educational-settings-about-

covid-19/guidance-to-educational-settings-about-covid-19. 

 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/wuhan-novel-coronavirus  

 

 

https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019/situation-reports/ 
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