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Dover Grammar School for Girls 

Curriculum Policy  

 

Introduction 
 

Curriculum lies at the heart of education. It is the most important system in a school. Our curriculum 

at Dover Grammar School for Girls is well thought out and well sequenced. In crafting our curriculum, 

we have considered what we want our students to know and do at the end of each key stage. We 

know how important the curriculum is – that it will influence our students’ thinking and action into 

their adult life. 

Our curriculum is academically rigorous, knowledge-rich and based on high expectations for all our 

students. Our curriculum is both pastoral and academic; the purpose of which is to achieve 

excellence – socially, intellectually and morally.  Our curriculum shapes the character of our students, 

providing them with the traits needed for employability; the cultural capital needed for success in life; 

and the resilience to bounce back and not fear failure.  Our curriculum is designed to foster a sense 

of respect, empathy and pride in the diversity of our local community and its rich history.   Ultimately, 

our curriculum aims to meet the diverse needs of our students and to empower them to develop the 

independence, moral purpose and intellectual flexibility necessary to flourish in an increasingly 

competitive world. 

Every student should be empowered by our curriculum which will be constantly reviewed so that no 

student feels excluded and the talents of every individual are recognised and brought to fulfilment. 

A curriculum map for each year group is sent to parents at the beginning of each year.  

The curriculum is reviewed during the department reviews.  

Intent 

The INTENT of the curriculum at Dover Grammar School for Girls: 
 

1. To provide a broad, ambitious and enriching curriculum, which has a clear focus on academic 

excellence and developing character and cultural capital particularly for the most 

disadvantaged and those with special educational needs and/or disabilities 

2. To provide a carefully organised, sequential, structured introduction to school subjects  

3. For all students to be fully equipped with the interdependent knowledge, skills and 

understanding they need to achieve as highly as possible and to be ready for life in the 21st 

century 

4. To motivate students and to promote an appetite for learning, boost self-esteem and raise 

aspiration 

5. To provide a curriculum in KS3 and KS4, based on the National Curriculum, which gives all 

learners the knowledge they need to become critical thinkers. At Key Stage 5, the majority of 

student’s study three A Levels and then opt for a ‘Personal Enrichment Pathway’. Some 

students elect to study 4 A Levels if appropriate. 
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Implementation 

 
The IMPLEMENTATION of the curriculum at Dover Grammar School for Girls: 
 

1. The curriculum is sequenced effectively with the employment of relevant research-informed 

practice, such as retrieval practice, dual coding and spaced practice, to ensure true mastery 

of knowledge and skills; and a change in students’ long-term memory by creating “knowledge 

structures” or schema 

2. Teachers use explanation and modelling effectively and display good subject knowledge.  

3. Teachers know their students well and plan effectively for their individual needs and are able 

to set work of a desirable difficulty 

4. A range of assessment approaches are used in order to monitor progress and to plan 

targeted intervention and structured support.  Assessment is used to enable teachers to 

identify concepts that students are struggling to understand, or skills they are having difficulty 

acquiring, and so adjust their pedagogy in order to help students learn  

5. Students also have the opportunity to be involved in a range of different co-curricular activities 

6. Homework provides the opportunity to consolidate learning, add further challenge, and to 

develop skills of independent study 
 

Impact 

The IMPACT of the curriculum at Dover Grammar School for Girls: 
 

1. A well-constructed and well-taught curriculum results in strong academic outcomes which 

help to demonstrate that students have acquired the knowledge, skills, character and cultural 

capital needed to succeed in later life 

2. Regular and robust self-evaluation at every level ensures the continued effective planning 

and delivery of the curriculum throughout the school 

3. Through a planned and strategic approach to continuing professional development, teachers 

are provided with the necessary pedagogical skills and knowledge in order to deliver their 

subject’s curriculum effectively 

4. Every student is empowered by the curriculum, irrespective of their different starting points 

and specific needs, so that no student feels excluded and that the talents of every individual 

are recognised and brought to fulfilment 

5. Every student achieves highly and is prepared fully for their next stage of education, 

employment or training.  Students’ destinations are appropriate and of the necessary high 

quality 

 

Annual Cycle 

During Terms 1 and 2 proposals for curriculum changes for the following year and longer-term 

planning are discussed by SLT, Subject Leaders and the Governors’ Curriculum and Student 

Development Committee.  An initial draft of the following year's curriculum audit is drawn up, 

ensuring a reasonable balance between the funding for a year group and the number of lessons they 

will receive.  Decisions on curriculum changes are made in time for the amended information to go 

in the Sixth Form and KS4 information booklets. 

The 3-year review cycle evaluates the quality of curriculum provision in each subject area.  
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Annex    

Curriculum  

1.   KS3 (Years 7, 8 and 9)  

All National Curriculum subjects are taught and there is additional Performing Arts in Year 7 and 

Latin in Year 8. In Year 9 students also choose one option from Computer Science, Drama or Latin. 

During Year 9 they start their GCSE courses in Science.  Each year has 25 hours of teaching a 

week.  The table below gives the number of periods allocated to each subject in each year: 

 

2.   KS4 (Years 10 and 11) 

All students take: 

Six core GCSE subjects: English and English Literature  

 Mathematics   

Science – Separate Science or Combined (trilogy) Science  

 

 
 

 Year 7  Year 8   Year 9  KS % 

English 4 13.3% 4 13.3% 4 13.3% 13.3% 

Mathematics 4 13.3% 4 13.3% 4 13.3% 13.3% 

Science 4 13.3% 4 13.3% 4 13.3% 13.3% 

French 2 6.7% Either / or 

3                10% 

Either / or 

3                10% 

6.7% 

German 2 6.7% 6.7% 

Latin   2 6.7%   2.2% 

Lat//Drama/Comp Sc     2 6.7% 1.1% 

Religious Edn 1 3.3% 1 3.3% 1 3.3% 3.3% 

History 2 6.7% 2 6.7% 2 6.7% 5.6% 

Geography 2 6.7% 2 6.7% 2 6.7% 5.6% 

Music 1 3.3% 1 3.3% 1 3.3% 3.3% 

Art 2 6.7% 1 3.3% 1 3.3% 4.4% 

Design + Tech 2 6.7% 2 6.7% 1 3.3% 5.6% 

Computing 1 3.3% 1 3.3% 1 3.3% 3.3% 

Physical Edn / Dance 2 6.7% 2 6.7% 2 6.7% 6.7% 

PSHE / Citizenship / 

Careers and Aspirations 

1 3.3% 1 3.3% 2 6.7% 3.3% 

Total 30 100% 30 100% 30 100% 100% 
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Four option GCSE subjects including French or German and History or Geography chosen 
from:  
 Art 

 Business Studies  

 Computer Science 

 Drama 

 DT Food   

 DT Product Design   

 French 

 Geography 

 German 

 History 

 Latin 

 Music 

 PE 

 RS 
 

Non-examination courses in   PE and PSHE (Personal, Social, and Health Education) and 

Citizenship 

Each year has 25 hours of teaching a week.  The table below gives the number of periods allocated 

to each subject in each year: 

KS 4 Y10 

English 4 13.30% 

Mathematics 4 13.30% 

Science 6 20% 

French / German 3 10% 

History / Geography 3 10% 

Option 3 10% 

Option 3 10% 

RE 1 3.30% 

Physical Education 2 6.70% 

PSHE 1 3.30% 

Total 30 100% 

 

KS 4 Y11 

English 4 13.30% 

Mathematics 4 13.30% 

Science 7 23.30% 

French / German 3 10% 

History / Geography 3 10% 

Option 3 10% 

Option 3 10% 

Physical Education 2 6.70% 

PSHE 1 3.30% 

Total 30 100% 
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3.   Sixth Form 

We aim to offer courses in a wide range of different subjects.  All students study three A Levels and 

then opt for a ‘Personal Enrichment Pathway’.  This could be a fourth A Level option if appropriate 

or an AS Level course, (Business, Psychology, Physics and Sociology), the EPQ (Extended Project 

Qualification), or a STEM Access course. Students also have the opportunity to be involved in a 

range of different ‘Co-curricular Electives’ which include Sport and Exercise, Leadership and 

Mentoring, and Work Experience. 
 

A Level Examinations have also been reformed and new specifications created for a range of 

different subject areas.  Each A Level’s content has been revised, but the major change comes with 

the examinations, which will be ‘linear’, i.e. taken at the end of the course.  

Personalised learning means some students may take different combinations & a number of 

subjects. 

Six periods (5 hours) a week are allocated to most A level subjects.  Two periods are allocated to 

Activities (Primary School and other Work Experience, EPQ, Leadership etc), and one to the Tutor 

Period.   

 

Art and Design  Design Technology  Geography  Physics 

Biology  Drama / Theatre Studies   German  Psychology 

Business  Economics  History  Religious Studies  

Chemistry  English Literature  Mathematics  Sociology 

Classical Civilisation   Film Studies  Music  
 

Computer Science  French  Photography  
 

Criminology  Further Mathematics     Physical Education   
 

4. Co-curricular offer 

Our students enjoy a strong and wide-ranging co-curricular provision which is the perfect 

complement to our ambitious academic curriculum. Our students are able to broaden their horizons 

by joining our wide variety of societies such as Debating Society, History Society and Geography 

Society. 

Our co-curricular offer includes, but is not limited to: participating in the school magazine, Optima; 

taking part in the ROAR project which aims to stretch and challenge students and encourage 

application to top universities; careers events; overseas visits; STEM activities and sporting clubs, 

lectures for the intellectually curious.  

5. Careers  

We strive to ensure that every student will leave school prepared for life in modern Britain. To this 

end we aim to implement the eight GATSBY criteria across the school. This includes the integration 

of references to the world of work across all curricular areas. This includes the use of department 

notice boards to inform students about the skills gained from each subject and the careers to which 

they might apply and a careers champion in most departments.  There is a renewed emphasis on 

exposure to careers information through the external visits programme and with visits by external 

expert speakers. Students have access to the Unifrog platform to help them map out their future 

through a variety of resources. Students have one tutor time (Futures Friday) dedicated to the 

delivery of the career programme. 
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Through the school CEIAG focuses on issues of change and flexibility in career and employment 

patterns.  The need for lifelong learning and the value of transferable and interpersonal skills and 

financial security are emphasised as well as activities that develop a range of character attributes, 

such as resilience and determination, which underpin success in education and employment. We 

aim to provide high quality, independent careers guidance.  
 

6.  Cross-Curricular Dimensions 

To achieve the aims of the curriculum, young people need to experience opportunities to understand 

themselves and the world in which they live. Cross-curricular dimensions provide important unifying 

areas of learning that help young people make sense of the world and give education relevance and 

authenticity. They reflect the major ideas and challenges that face individuals and society. 

 

Cross-curricular dimensions add a richness and relevance to the curriculum experience of the 

students. They provide a focus for work within and between subjects and across the curriculum as 

a whole, including the routines, events and ethos of the school. 

Cross-curricular dimensions include: 

• Careers Education and Guidance 

• Citizenship 

• Community Participation 

• Creativity and Critical Thinking 

• Global Dimension and Sustainable Development 

• Healthy Lifestyles 

• Identity and Cultural Diversity 

• Technology and the Media  

• Work Related Learning and Enterprise 

 


