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Statutory Requirement:  

 
The responsible body of a school in England and Wales must prepare 

(a) An accessibility plan; 

 

(b) Further such plans at such times as may be prescribed 

 

(2) An accessibility plan is a plan for, over a prescribed period 

 

(a) increasing the extent to which disabled students can participate in the school's curriculum, 

 

(b) improving the physical environment of the school for the purpose of increasing the 

extent to which disabled students are able to take advantage of education and 

benefits, facilities or services provided or offered by the school, and 

(c) improving the delivery to disabled students of information which is readily 

accessible to students who are not disabled. 
 
 

Headteacher Robert Benson 

SENCO Sarah Bartlett 

School Business Manager Clare Readman 

Health & Safety Governor Lee Brankley 

SEND Governor Duncan Ellerington 

Date:  March 2023 To be reviewed: March 2026 
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Dover Grammar School for Girls is committed to ensuring that all students have 

the right and equality of opportunity to access an outstanding education 

This Accessibility Plan has been drawn up in consultation with the staff and governors of 

the School and covers the period from March 2023 – March 2026. 

This statement sets out the ways in which Dover Grammar School for Girls provides 

‘access’ to education for students with a disability. 

We are committed to working towards providing a fully accessible environment which 

values and includes all students, staff, parents and visitors regardless of their education, 

physical, sensory, social, spiritual, emotional and cultural needs. We are further committed 

to challenging attitudes about disability and accessibility and to developing a culture of 

awareness, tolerance and inclusion.   

We plan, over time, to increase the accessibility of provision for all students, staff and 

visitors to the school. 

The following areas will form the basis of the Accessibility Plan with relevant actions to: 

• Increase access to the curriculum, incorporating after-school and out of school 

activities and including educational visits 

• Improve access to the physical environment of the school 

• The ongoing provision of written information to students, staff, parents and visitors with 

disabilities. 

• Attached is an Action Plan, relating to these three key aspects of accessibility. 

These plans will be reviewed and adjusted on an annual basis, however, this 

should also be taken as a working document with further adjustments made 

as and when required. 

• It is acknowledged that there will be the need for on-going awareness raising and 

training for all staff and governors in the matter of disability discrimination and the 

potential need to inform attitudes on this matter 

 

 This Accessibility Plan should be read in conjunction with the following policies, 

strategies and documents: 
 

• Single Equality Scheme (Equality Policy) 

• Health & Safety Policy 

• Special Educational Needs and Disabilities Policy 

• Supporting Students with Medical Needs Policy 

• Behaviour Management Policy 

• School Prospectus 

 

As curriculum policies are reviewed, a section relating to access will be added where 

appropriate. The School Prospectus will make reference to this Accessibility Plan. 

The School will work in partnership with Kent Local Authority in developing and 
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implementing this plan and makes reference to the Local Authority SEND strategy which 

incorporates the Local Authority Accessibility Strategy. The School plan will be 

monitored by the SEND and Health and Safety Governors and reported back to the Full 

Governing Body. 

This plan is written in relation with the KCC’s long term goals: 

 

All children and young people with physical disabilities will have access to an appropriate 

Kent maintained school or Academy for secondary education and that all schools, 

academies, and early years and childcare settings are able to provide inclusive education, 

and to follow both the spirit and the letter of the law with inclusive values. 

1. Legal background 

The Disability and Equality Act 2010 requires all schools and LEAs to plan to increase the 

accessibility of schools for disabled students. LEAs must produce an accessibility strategy 

covering all maintained schools in their area, and each school must produce its own 

accessibility plan. 

This plan outlines how we plan for: 

 

• Improving access to the physical environment of schools 

 

This includes improvements to the environment of the School, which can include visual, 

acoustic and physical environments. All new school buildings have to comply with the 

Building Regulations and The School Premises (England) Regulations 2012 in conjunction 

with the Equality Act (2010) and should be physically accessible to disabled students. 

Much of the work in the area of improving the physical environment will therefore involve 

improving access to existing buildings. 

• Increasing access for disabled students to the curriculum 

 

Access to the curriculum covers not only teaching and learning, but also the wider 

curriculum such as after-school activities, leisure, sporting and cultural activities or school 

visits. 

Therefore, additional resources, including human resources and equipment will need to 

be purchased if it felt necessary and appropriate for an individual’s needs. 

• Improving the delivery of written information to disabled students 

 

We will ensure that written information normally provided by the school will take account 

of students’ disabilities and parents’ preferred formats and will be made available within 

a reasonable timescale. This will be decided with the adult /carer’s permission and 

adjustments will only be made if this meets the needs of the individual and improves 

accessibility to the curriculum. 
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KCC will help us by: 

• Organising central support services to provide information in alternative formats 

• Sharing information and expertise 

• Consulting with schools when preparing its accessibility strategy 

 

KCC and Dover Grammar School for Girls have a duty to implement their strategies and 

plans, revise and review them if necessary. We should prioritise resources for 

implementing their strategies and plans. 

 

This plan is publicly available on our website and is reviewed and agreed by all staff and 

Governors. KCC are required to make their strategies available for inspection to interested 

parties at reasonable times. 

2. Definitions 

 

The Disability Discrimination Act (2010) describes a person has a disability if: 

 

• they have a physical or mental impairment 

• the impairment has a substantial and long-term adverse effect on their ability to 

perform normal day-to- day activities 

Progressive conditions considered to be a disability: 

 

There are additional provisions relating to people with progressive conditions. 

People with HIV, cancer or multiple sclerosis are protected by the Act from the point of 

diagnosis. People with some visual impairment are automatically deemed to be disabled. 

Conditions that are specifically excluded – Some conditions are specifically excluded 

from being covered by the disability definition, such as a tendency to set fires or 

addictions to non–prescribed substances. 

• People who have had a disability in the past that meets this definition are also 

protected by the Act. 

 

• Impairments include sensory impairments – such as those affecting sight or 

hearing, and people who have had a disability are protected from discrimination 

even if they no longer have a disability. 

• Mental illnesses that are clinically well-recognised are included. So, for example, 

medically diagnosed ADHD is considered a disability under the Disability 

Discrimination Act. While many disabled students will have, or may be eligible for 

an Education and Health Care Plan, not all disabled students have a Special 

Educational Need. Equally, not all students with a Special Educational Need will 
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necessarily have a disability under this legislation. 

For the purposes of the Act, these words have the following meanings: 
 

• ‘substantial’ means more than minor or trivial 
 

• ‘long-term’ means that the effect of the impairment has lasted or is likely to last 

for at least twelve months (there are special rules covering recurring or fluctuating 

conditions) 

• ‘normal day-to-day activities’ include everyday things like eating, washing, 

walking and going shopping 

Access in respect of children and young people and people with Physical 

Disabilities and/or Sensory Impairments 

The Disability Discrimination Act requires that where a physical feature makes it 

impossible or unreasonably difficult for disabled people to make use of the service, 

reasonable steps must be taken to remove it, alter it, or provide a reasonable means of 

avoiding the feature. 

Physical features include: steps, stairways, kerbs, exterior surfaces and paving, parking 

areas, building entrances and exits (including emergency escape routes), internal and 

external doors, gates, toilet and washing facilities, public facilities (such as reception 

areas), lighting and ventilation, lifts and escalators. This is not an exhaustive list of 

features, which are not confined to buildings or the indoor environment. They could 

include seating in a garden, climbing apparatus or when on school trips. 

Access Audits will be used when necessary to identify the main areas that will impact on 

access such as: 

 

Car parks and footpaths 
 

Ramps and ramp systems 

 

Doors and door controls Lifts and lifting devices 

Sanitary conveniences 
 

Handrails and hardware 

 

Signage and way finding Lighting and acoustics 

Finishes and decorations Furniture and equipment 

 

Stairs / stairways Emergency access routes 

Medical areas Toileting and changing facilities 
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Communications, alarms & security systems  

 

Access in Respect of Children and young people with Significant Learning, 

Behavioural or Communication and Interaction Needs 

 

The LA SEND Strategy recognises and addresses the crucially important issues related 

to improving access for children and young people with these particular difficulties. The 

LA supports schools in developing school accessibility plans to enhance inclusion 

opportunities for children and young people with significant learning, behavioural or 

communication and interaction needs. 

This may, for example, include children and young people with profound and complex 

learning difficulties or specific learning difficulties, such as dyslexia or dyspraxia, complex 

emotional or behavioural difficulties, or those presenting challenging behaviours arising 

from other complex needs such as autism, attention deficit hyperactivity disorder or 

obsessive-compulsive disorder. 

While the expectation is that the majority of these needs will be met through school 

accessibility plans and the development of whole school approaches, enhanced 

curriculum access for some of these children and young people will be achieved through 

the development of resourced mainstream provision. In addition to the potential need for 

physical changes and adaptations, this type of provision may also require specialist 

teacher, therapy and/or teaching support or peripatetic support and advice, materials, 

and/or training in specific teaching and learning approaches. 

Strategies and Targets 

Building Access 

 

All building projects that adapt, replace or add to existing building stock must 

also improve accessibility. 

All building projects where additional school places are provided must: 

 

• be fully accessible 

 

• provide appropriate washroom facilities 

 

• have included, at the feasibility stage, an analysis of the present and future 

access needs of children and young people.  Following that analysis, the building 

should be designed to meet those needs. 

Resources 

As and when work is undertaken, schools will use their Delegated Capital Fund and 



Dover Grammar School for Girls 

Accessibility Plan 

 

 

Devolved Capital Fund, as and when received, for building maintenance and improvement 

informed by an accessibility audit of the school. This funding should be considered to 

resource school accessibility plans, with access for children and young people with any 

and all disabilities considered whenever planning for maintenance work (e.g. internal 

redecoration, replacing floor coverings, replacing broken door furniture) is undertaken. 

Use of Resources and Prioritising 

 

The LA will work in partnership with schools to enhance the curriculum access of all 

children and young people whose difficulties and/or impairments amount to a disability as 

defined by the Disability Discrimination Act 2010. Support for funding for the capital costs 

of this type of provision will come from School Access Initiative funding to be made 

available to individual schools or groups of schools as appropriate to address any 

particular curriculum access needs of individual children and young people or groups of 

children and young people with these types of disability. 

Monitoring arrangements 

 

The overall accessibility strategy is subject to LA Ofsted inspection. Success criteria 

within the strategy will be monitored by the Children Families and Education senior 

management team. 

This plan will be reviewed formally in 2026 by the Headteacher and Governors. Should it 

be necessary adjustments may be made before this date if to accommodate the needs of 

students. 
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Area Observations Action Required Remarks 
Car Park: Limited car parking 

Designated disabled parking bay x 1 
Access can be arranged if required by 
contacting the school in advance 

 
 

 

Space to drop off at the Castle 
Avenue entrance 

Entrances & Exits Castle Avenue (New Entrance Hall) 
Park Avenue 
Frith Road (Main Reception)  
Frith Road (Car Park) 

  

CCTV monitors all entrances and 
exits 

Lavatories • Senior and junior female toilets located on the 
lower ground floor in main building 

• Male toilets located in the New Entrance Hall 

• Multi gender toilets x 3 located in Sixth 
Form House and E:Block x 1 

• Female toilets located in C:Block and 
G:Block 

• Disabled toilets located in New Entrance 
Hall, Lower Ground Floor and G:Block 

• Staff toilets located in main building and 
C:Block. Staff can also use the disabled 
toilets. 

• Frith Road House has toilets x 2 

• Multi gender toilets x 7 in the New Science Block, 

3 downstairs (1 of which is disabled) and 4 

located upstairs 

 

 
 

Lift access Main Building: 

• Main Lift - all floors 

• New Entrance Hall - NEH to 1st Floor and two 
further stair lifts and a platform lift 

• Outside lift to reach E:Block 

• Lift access in New Science Block 

Regular servicing of 
lifts to ensure 
wheelchair access. 
Ongoing liaison with 
KCC regarding lift 
maintenance.  

The top floor of C:Block is not 
accessible to wheelchair users. To 
accommodate students who are 
unable to use stairs we would re-
room the classes. 
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Main Building: 

Approach and car parking: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Vertical Movement and 
Level Change: 

 

 
 
 
 

Horizontal movement and 
Assembly: 

 

There is a small staff car park with 6 car parking spaces 
and a bay to park the minibus. One space is a 
designated disabled parking bay. Access to the building 
is through the entrance in Frith Road where the main 
reception is situated. There is a slight incline up to the 
main doors and steps. This entrance is for visitors and 
parents. Access to the building is also through the New 
Entrance Hall (student entrance) and car park. There 
are steps up to the main door but ramp access to the 
New Entrance Hall. There are numerous steps from the 
car park to ground level and 2 small steps up to the 
entrance door to the lower ground floor. 
Entrance through the car park is only possible using 
a swipe card for the small gate and a car park fob 
for the double gates 

 

Lifts ensure access to all areas in the main building for 
wheelchair users 

 

 
 
 

 
Fire doors are installed on all floor levels. Students 
keep to the right when walking along corridors. 
The main hall is situated on the middle floor of the 
building and is accessible for wheelchair users. 
There are 4 fire exits from the hall, one in each corner. 
There is also an additional exit through the kitchen. 
This exit has a ramp and can be used for wheelchair 
users in an emergency. There is no facility for people 
with an audio impairment in the hall or in reception. 
Fire exits have appropriate signage 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Consider ramps for 
movement between floors. 
E.g. Hall and M rooms (3 
steps) 

 

 

Consider the provision of 
an induction loop 
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Lavatories: The New Entrance Hall has a disabled toilet and a 
male and female toilet. 
Student toilets are located on the lower ground 
floor. There is a disabled toilet on this level. 
There is a staff toilet on the top floor and staff 
toilets on the middle floor. 
Classroom doors and offices all have glass vision 
panels.  

  

E:Block: 
Approach: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Lavatories: 

 

There is an entrance with a ramp in Castle Avenue but 
this is not in general use but can be used by wheelchair 
users to access the E:Block. There is ramp access to 
both doors of the E:Block. Access to E:block is also 
available via the outside lift from the courtyard by the 
Music Block. Double doors at either end of the E:Block 
allow access. There is a fire exit in the Drama Studio. 
There is no induction loop in the Drama Studio. Fire 
exits have appropriate signage. 

 

There is one toilet in the block which is accessible for 
wheelchair users. 

 

Consider the provision of 
an induction loop 

 
Check the ramp lip for E:block to 
ensure that it allows easy 
accessibility. 

J:Block: 
Approach: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Lavatories: 

 

There is an entrance with a ramp in Castle Avenue but 
this is not in general use but can be used by wheelchair 
users to access the J:Block. Access to the J:Block is 
also available via the outside lift from the courtyard by 
the Music Block Each classroom has an entrance and a 
fire exit. The push button to allow easier access for 
wheelchair users does not work. Fire exits have 
appropriate signage 

 

No toilet facilities in the J:Block 

 

Repair push buttons on 
J1, J2 and J3 doors. 
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Music Block  
Approach: 

 
 

Lavatories: 

 

There is both a stair access and a ramp into the 
building. The classroom and practice room both have 
fire exits. Fire exits have appropriate signage.  

 

No toilet facilities in the Music Block  

 

 
 

 

G:Block: 
Approach: 

 

 

Lavatories: 

 

Wheelchair access to the G:Block is via a path. There 
are fire exits in each of the rooms and a general fire 
exit from the G:Block. Fire exits have appropriate 
signage 

 

There is a disabled toilet and toilets for females 

  

 

C:Block: 
Approach: 

 

 
 
Lavatories: 

 
Wheelchair access to the C:Block is via a path. There is 

no access to the 1st floor in the C:Block for wheelchair 
users. The Zone in the C:Block has a fire exit. Fire exits 
have appropriate signage 

 

There are female toilets and a staff toilet on the 
ground floor of the C:Block. There is no disabled 
toilet available in the C:Block 

  

 

F:Block: 
Approach: 

 

 

 

Lavatories: 

 

Wheelchair access to the F:Block is via the tennis 
courts. There are a couple of steps to both entrances 
of the two classrooms. Fire exits have appropriate 
signage 

 
 

No toilet facilities in the F:Block 

 

Consider ramp access for 
the entrance 
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New Science 
Block: 
Approach: 

 

 
Lavatories: 

 

Wheelchair access to the New Science Block  is via a 
path. There are 2 fire exits in the building, both located 
on the ground floor, one leading from Lab NS3 and the 
other from Lab NS4 Fire exits have appropriate signage 

 

 

There are 7 x multi gender toilets in the New Science 

Block, 3 downstairs (1 of which is disabled) and 4 located 

upstairs. 

 

  

 

Sixth Form House: 
Approach 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Lavatories 

 

Sixth Form House is located on the far side of the site. 
The nearest entrance is in Park Avenue and is 
accessed by means of a secured gate. This gate is 
operated by the use of a swipe card. There is a steep 
incline from the gate into the school. A handrail is 
provided. There is no access to the first floor for 
wheelchair users. Fire exits have appropriate signage. 
There are 4 steps up to the main entrance. 

 

There are 3 multi gender toilets on the first floor. There 
is no disabled toilet available in the Sixth Form House 

 

Ensure that the slope is 
kept clear of wet leaves 
and ice in inclement 
weather 

 

 

Frith Road House: 
Approach 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Lavatories: 

 

Frith Road House can be entered through the Car Park. 
There is no entrance from the Main Road (gate kept 
locked). There is no access to the first floor for 
wheelchair users. There are two offices on the ground 

floor and one on the 1st floor. The Medical Room is 
located on the ground floor and can be accessed, with 
assistance, by a ramp from the car park. 
Doors all have glass vision panels. Fire exits have 
appropriate signage.  
There is a toilet located on the ground floor and on the 

1st floor. 

  

 

Reviewed: March 2017, 2020, 2023  Next Review: March 2026 


	Accessibility Plan Part 1 
	Accessibility Plan Part 2

