
Short Answer Questions

(AS) Define the term….. – 2 marks 

What do you need to do to get full marks? 

Definition does not include the term being defined. 

Clear understanding of the terms.

Possible example given to illustrate term. 

(AS) Giving one example, briefly explain.. – 2 marks 

What do you need to do to get full marks?

Explanation does not include the term being explained. 

Clear understanding of the terms.

Appropriate example is given.

Outline Two / three ways …. – 4 / 6 Marks

What do you need to do to get full marks?

A reason, point, factor has been clearly identified. 

Point is explained in detail about what it means in relation to the 
question. 



10 mark question – no Item 

What do you need to do to get full marks?

Two clear and distinct points have been made using terms 
from the question.

Each point has been explained in detail as to what it means 

Clearly explains how each points answers the question. 

These questions should not be marked in terms of 5 + 5 but as a 
response as a whole.



10 mark question – With Item 

What do you need to do to get top band marks? 

Two clear and distinct points have been made using terms from 
the question.

Explicit reference to the item has been made and explained how 
it links to the point.

Each point has been explained in detail as to what it means 

Clearly explains how each points answers the question. 

These questions should not be marked in terms of 5 + 5 but as a 
response as a whole.

If the point being made does not link explicitly to the item it will 
not be given credit. 



Essay Questions – 20 & 30 Marks 

What do you need to do to get top band marks?

Introduction which sets up the response and contains 
context, content and a clear answer to the question. 

4/5 (30) or 3/4 (20) points are made which answer the 
question set and use the terms of the question. 

Each point is explained in detail with appropriate use of the 
item, key thinkers, or contemporary events.

Integrated paragraphs, meaning each point is evaluated 

either using internal (PET issues, same perspective) or external (other 

thinkers/perspectives/theories) points. 

Have linked back to the question by determining relative 
importance, usefulness or agreement with the view in the 
question. 

Response includes a conclusion which clearly answers the 
question and brings together the response. 



16 Mark Questions – AS

What do you need to do to get top band marks?

Introduction which sets up the response and contains 
context, content and a clear answer to the question. 

3/4 points are made which answer the question set and 
use the terms of the question. 

Each point is explained in detail with appropriate use of 
key thinkers, or contemporary events.

Integrated paragraphs where the point is evaluated with 

criticisms of the point being made. 

Linked back to the question by determining relative 
importance of the strengths, limitations or PET 
considerations. 

Response includes a conclusion which clearly answers the 

question and brings together the response. 



Methods in Context

What do you need to do to get top band marks?

Introduction which sets up the response and contains 
context, content and a clear answer to the question. 

4/5 research considerations are identified which link 
directly to the area or research identified in the question. 

Each consideration is explained in detail as to why it is a 
consideration in this research area.

Explicit use of the item in the answer. 

Contains both strengths and limitations of the method.

Have linked back to the question by determining if the 
research method is a help or a hindrance to this research 
area.

Explained why the research method is a help or hindrance 
to the research. 

Response includes a conclusion which clearly answers the 
question and brings together the response. 


