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1. Fascism in East Kent  
In the 1930s Britain was facing the largest economic depression of 

the 20th century, unemployment rates were high, and the British 

people were losing trust in the government. Although fascism is of-

ten seen as the rich man’s politics, Oswald Mosely managed to capi-

talise off the anger felt for the Great Depression, creating the British 

Union of Fascists (BUF) in 1932 and garnering around 40,000 mem-

bers in 1934. He preached a message of patriotism that attracted all 

classes and even earned support from the Daily Mail who published 

the headline  ‘Hurrah for the Blackshirts’ , encouraging young British 

people to join their local BUF branch.  By 1936 the BUF had become 

the largest antisemitic force in the UK. 

Numbers of supporters for the BUF also emerged in the east 

of Kent, specifically the Folkestone area, with multiple sources 

from the 1930s exemplifying an affinity for fascism and a 

strong presence and involvement of the BUF in the communi-

ty. The rise of fascism in East Kent is highlighted by Folkestone 

leading the south district league for sales of the BUF newspa-

per the ‘Blackshirt’ in the 1930s. This suggests the people of 

Folkestone were showing widespread interest in Mosely’s 

views of remaining loyal to the monarchy and country while 

making changes in government and the economy. Mosely’e pol-

itics were specially worded to uplift the traditions of Britain 

while criticising the government and attacking minorities such 

as the Jews, this resonated with lower– and middle-class Brit-

ons suffering from the Great Depression. 
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Their high sale rates of the 

‘Blackshirt’ newspapers show that 

the people of Folkestone were will-

ing to accept and participate in the 

development of Fascism in the UK. 

Public respect for the BUF’s views is 

also exemplified through activities 

of the BUF in the Folkestone com-

munity. Members of the party were 

documented to have gone into 

schools and preached fascist views 

to the children and parents, hoping  

to make an impression on the 

younger generation;  one specific 

occurrence records a high-ranking 

member addressing girls at the 

county school in Folkestone. This 

furthers the fascist mood of the 

1930s in East Kent because of their 

willingness to allow members of the 

BUF to preach their views onto 

their impressionable children. 

In the 1930s, Folkestone and the 

surrounding East Kent area are also 

seen hosting fascist meetings and 

get togethers. In Folkestone specifi-

cally, the local BUF branch held a 

highly successful dance for mem-

bers of the fascist party at Leas Cliff  

Hall; 800 people attended in-

cluding many high-ranking offi-

cials. This grand display of Folke-

stone fascism attracted the sup-

port of other Kent branches 

and even Lady Mosely who ad-

dressed those in attendance, 

persuading them to work for 

the BUF movement. It is clear 

from the calibure of this ball 

that Folkestone was an im-

portant target and hotspot for 

fascism; the local BUF were 

powerful and present, while the 

higher officials saw the potential 

of Folkestone as a predominant-

ly fascist town. The fact that this 

large-scale ball was not held in 

the East End of London, where 

a large fascist following had 

emerged, proves the partiality 

East Kent had for fascism. 
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Another meeting held in the East Kent area occurred on the 

25th of August, between Folkestone, Hythe, Sandgate and 

Cheriton, This local meeting exemplifies collaboration between 

local fascist branches and the spread of fascism in East Kent. 

The members of the Folkestone BUF branch oddly attended 

the sea front meeting at Hythe via speedboat. This could pose 

as an indicator to a large budget of their local BUF branch and 

by relation the value of fascist sympathisers in Folkestone. 

Their support may have garnered the ability to use such ex-

pensive means of transport. 

In 1940 813 known British fascists were arrested under regu-

lation 18B, two of these were members of the Folkestone BUF 

branch: Raginald Beer, the Folkestone District leader and Eve-

lyn Flynn, the Folkestone Women’d district leader. As known 

fascists they were arrested for being traitors to the country. 

The fact that the two Folkestone BUF district leaders were 

prolific enough to be arrested for such and offence is signifi-

cant to the strength of fascism in Folkestone. 

Though Folkestone is seen here as a hotspot for fascism, the 

other Kent towns also displayed some disturbing indications of 

support for fascist views. One of the main fascist agendas of 

the 1930s was the attacking of Jews, blaming the country’s 

downfalls on them. Evidence of this fascist view is seen in Feb-

ruary 1936 when the Blackshirts from Broadstairs attacked 

several local shops in Margate, 
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Painting the word ‘Jew’ on their shop windows. Five men were 

arrested and found guilty, being fined a total of £14. This event 

shows the extent at which East Kent residents sympathised 

with the BUF ideology; they were willing to attack local shops 

to assert their anti-sematic agenda. 

These documentations of BUF involvement in the towns of 

East Kent clearly exemplify a strong fascist mood throughout 

the area. The scale of fascist support in the local towns was 

valued and uplifted by the British Union of Fascists, they tried 

to foster and enhance this disposition by becoming involved in 

the communities, As a result, support for fascism in East Kent 

was significant; enough fascists arose in the local area to worry 

people like Harry Addley, Arthur Ovenden and the later 

George Gorman, and spur them to act in the Spanish Civil 

War. 

After the Spanish Civil War, the second world war began. Now 

it was the turn of Britain to face the militarism of Nazi Germa-

ny and later Fascist Italy. In 1940, local known fascists were ar-

rested and interned on the Isle of Man for fear they would 

share war secrets with the enemy.    

DGGS Student, Year 13 7 



 

 
Local stories on the Blackshirts 

Fascism in Folkestone, evidence from 

their newspaper 
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2. Who were Harry’s Folkestone   
Comrades? 

Who is Harry Addley? 1896-1936 

Born in Folkestone, Harry Addley 

lived in Radnor street in his early 

years, before moving to Dover 

street. He owned a successful res-

taurant in Dover, on Northampton 

street. However it was bombed in 

the war, so sadly the site no longer 

exists. Later in his life, he then 

owned a restaurant in Folkestone 

on Tontine street, alongside Arthur 

Ovenden.  

There are varying accounts as to 

why Harry Addley went to fight in 

Spain. Ultimately, the war was un-

likely to directly affect his life in Do-

ver.  He also had nothing to prove,  

Addley was from a relatively hum-

ble background, he had also fought 

in World War One. 

His Uncle said it was due to mone-

tary reward when speaking to the 

local papers. However, this is likely 

to be untrue as in reality, the re-

ward was relatively low compared 

to the risk that Addley would have  

Faced.  Therefore, it is more likely that 

he fought in the Spanish Civil War be-

cause he felt a moral and philosophical 

obligation. Harry was a member of the 

Communist Party, opposed to the Fas-

cism that had arisen in Spain and was 

making a march across Europe in the 

1930s. 

On Friday 1st January 1937 the Daily 

Express wrote about Addleys death, 

saying he died on Wednesday the pre-

vious week, just outside of Madrid.  

Further reports were made in the 

Daily Worker. In Esmond Romilly’s 

Bloody Boadilla,  Addley is mentioned 

as a resourceful and heroic figure, 

killed by German or Italian tank fire in 

the woods of Boadilla in December 

1936. He would be one of the first 

British brigadiers to die.  

Isabelle Godden, Year 13 

Harry and Arthur’s popu-

lar Restaurant 

 

Courtesy of Alan Taylor,  

Folkestone  historian 

The death of Harry “Tich”    

“The bullets were getting unpleasant. They were coming from the ridge the 

Spaniards had evacuated. If we kept behind the trees, we were safe. We re-

turned the fire. Then Tich (Harry Addley) and Birch were leaning over Jean’s 

body. “We can’t do anything”, I heard someone say, and then, “We’ve got to 

get him out of here, you pull his feet down, Lorrie I’ll get hold of the head”. I 

sat up and saw Jean’s face under a pool of blood. They were trying to get his 

helmet off. “Cut the strap Lorrie, with your bayonet”, I heard. It was Tich, 

groping over to hold up the chin of the man lying on the grass. “That bullet 

must have come from the left, where our own trenches are; we’re under 

crossfire”. At this moment we all had to duck flat as another hurricane of lead 

came over. When I looked up and spoke to Joe, I turned my head. That was 

just incidental

the grass, his gun pointed on to the ground through his hands. I tried not to 

look at his head

lets, and we all lay flat again. Perhaps it lasted three minutes. Tich and Birch 

were still arguing about Jeans. I heard someone say, “he’s finished”, but all the 

time I was quite calm. I kept saying to myself “Alright, Joe’s killed, that’s the 

end of that” until the words screamed in my ears. All that is still clear. After-

wards, it is not so. Tich was shouting out: “Get back, all of you, quick as you 

can”, and Ray was sitting in front of a tree firing when he crumpled up and 

collapsed. Then my own name being called, “Here, Romilly, here, quick man, 

run all out”, and I rushed through a hail of bullets to a bank where Babs was 

lying.” 

After this, Harry “Tich” Addley was not accounted for, and he was written as 

“gefallen”.

“The suspense was still there; we knew they had been killed, but yet we did 

not believe it.”

“The men who died at Boadilla represent the desire of nearly every English-

man that liberty and justice should prevail” Esmond Romilly, 1937

Scarlet King, Year 12



 

The death of Harry “Tich”    Account by Esmond Romilly 

“The bullets were getting unpleasant. They were coming from the ridge the 

Spaniards had evacuated. If we kept behind the trees, we were safe. We re-

turned the fire. Then Tich (Harry Addley) and Birch were leaning over Jean’s 

body. “We can’t do anything”, I heard someone say, and then, “We’ve got to 

get him out of here, you pull his feet down, Lorrie I’ll get hold of the head”. I 

sat up and saw Jean’s face under a pool of blood. They were trying to get his 

helmet off. “Cut the strap Lorrie, with your bayonet”, I heard. It was Tich, 

groping over to hold up the chin of the man lying on the grass. “That bullet 

must have come from the left, where our own trenches are; we’re under 

crossfire”. At this moment we all had to duck flat as another hurricane of lead 

came over. When I looked up and spoke to Joe, I turned my head. That was 

just incidental– it wasn’t because he had not answered. Joe was kneeling on 

the grass, his gun pointed on to the ground through his hands. I tried not to 

look at his head– it was sunk forward onto his chest. There were more bul-

lets, and we all lay flat again. Perhaps it lasted three minutes. Tich and Birch 

were still arguing about Jeans. I heard someone say, “he’s finished”, but all the 

time I was quite calm. I kept saying to myself “Alright, Joe’s killed, that’s the 

end of that” until the words screamed in my ears. All that is still clear. After-

wards, it is not so. Tich was shouting out: “Get back, all of you, quick as you 

can”, and Ray was sitting in front of a tree firing when he crumpled up and 

collapsed. Then my own name being called, “Here, Romilly, here, quick man, 

run all out”, and I rushed through a hail of bullets to a bank where Babs was 

lying.”  

After this, Harry “Tich” Addley was not accounted for, and he was written as 

“gefallen”. 

“The suspense was still there; we knew they had been killed, but yet we did 

not believe it.” 

“The men who died at Boadilla represent the desire of nearly every English-

man that liberty and justice should prevail” Esmond Romilly, 1937 

Scarlet King, Year 12 



 

News Reports on Harry Addley 
Through this newspaper article it forces the 

reader to challenge and analyse the motives of 

the soldiers fighting in the Spanish Civil War 

such as the local citizen Harry Addley. The Daily 

Worker was a newspaper aligned to the com-

munist party. In the Kent messenger newspaper 

Addley’s uncle concluded that he must have 

fought ‘to make some money’ as it was ru-

moured that the ‘Spanish government were of-

fering £500’. However in the daily worker, the 

leader of the Folkestone communist party, 

George Gorman discounted immediately this 

accusation contending that Harry and his part-

ner Ovenden’s only motive was ‘to fight for de-

mocracy’ and that it was never of interest to 

either of them what the conditions were. The 

most important factor of why Addley went, in 

Gorman’s opinion, was his loyal support for the 

working class movement in the labour and 

communist parties and his anti-fascist beliefs. 

Therefore, it is extremely unlikely that Addley 

fought in the Spanish Civil War as a mercenary 

as the soldiers were paid a negligible amount 

and there were often many weeks without any 

money at all! Moreover, there was not a lot that 

they could spend their money on and it has 

been recorded that a lot of volunteers donated 

their money to the medical brigade as they 

themselves did not need the money. Ultimately, 

the main reason for many English citizens vol-

unteering for the Spanish Civil War was fighting 

against fascism rather than money which is rein-

forced as the communist party of Great Britain 

took responsibility for organising the  

Reinforcement of volunteers in Brit-

ain. This could also reflect the mo-

tives behind the volunteers that 

fought from the middle class as they 

certainly would not have been moti-

vated by money. Although some of 

the best-known volunteers were 

middle class such as George Orwell, 

W.H Auden and Esmond Romilly 

(Churchill’s nephew) approximately 

95% of those who joined the inter-

national brigades from Britain were 

working class backgrounds similar 

to Harry Addley with similar beliefs. 
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This newspaper article sadly announc-

es Harry Addley’s death fighting in the 

Spanish Civil War. It also confirms that 

he owned a restaurant locally in Ton-

tine Street, Folkestone for a substan-

tial period of time. In Boadilla, near 

Madrid where Harry died, there is no 

memorial of his sacrifice. A veteran of 

the First World War and defender of 

freedom, our exhibition here tries to 

resurrect his memory for future gen-

erations. 

In this article Phillip Gillian, a comrade of Ad-

dley, strongly denies the suggestion of Addley 

going to Spain for money. He feels compelled 

to ‘protest against such slander’ as Addley 

was a ‘staunched anti-fascist’. He speaks ex-

tremely highly of Addley as his group leader 

and reinforces ‘his capabilities and bravery in 

battle’ which lead him to be democratically 

chosen as the group leader. Through this 

newspaper source it is clear how certain Ad-

dley’s beliefs were and how his main inten-

tion was ‘to fight international fascism in the 

interests of world democracy’. This source is 

extremely reliable as Gillian knew Addley 

very well as his comrade and fought with him 

until his death. 

This confirms where Addley’s restaurant was.  
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This article highlights how the soldiers in the Spanish Civil War were seen as 

heroic in the local Labour party. Many members of the Labour Party sup-

ported the efforts of the International Brigade and future British Prime Min-

ister Clement Atlee visited the front lines. Meanwhile, the British govern-

ment implemented a policy of non-intervention and encouraged British peo-

ple not to travel to Spain to fight. Despite this, around 2,000 British men and 

women would leave via Folkestone and Dover ports to enlist in support of 

the Spanish Republic. John (Jock) Black, mentioned in this article, was well 

known in the local coalfields and his death in 1937 lead to widespread local 

sympathy and encouraged more to join through films mentioned and public 

meetings. Noticeable also is the support of local churches whilst the Catho-

lic Church support the forces of Franco. 

Isobel Blanch,  Year 12  14 



 

George Gorman 
Although we have only been able 

to find out limited information 

about George Gorman we know 

that he was born in the Long-

tower district of Derry and was 

married in 1929. He has a histo-

ry of being involved in the mili-

tary including fighting in World 

War One. Most importantly to 

our project he was President of 

the Folkestone Communist Par-

ty. Sadly, he died in Sierra Cab-

bals in 1938 in the Battle of the 

Ebro which was the longest bat-

tle of the Spanish Civil War. 

Arhtur ‘Babs’’Ovenden 
Arthur “Babs” Ovenden was repatriated in 

the 1930s. Before the Spanish Civil War he 

ran a restaurant with Harry ‘Tich’ Addley in 

both Dover and Folkestone. In World War 

One he was in the fledging RAF, the Royal 

Flying Corps.  Arthur Ovenden had fought 

with Esmond Romilly and a dozen other of 

the British attached to the Thaelmann Bri-

gade in Madrid and the University City, and 

later at Lopera and Boadilla. Arthur was 

closer to Esmond Romilly than Addley, ac-

cording to the account. One mention in the 

final chapter discusses an agreement be-

tween Ovenden, Addley and the other bri-

gaders (at this time only a handful of British 

were in Spain) that they would open a res-

taurant together in London. Arthur would 

later move to Australia and then back to 

Wiltshire.  Arthur Ovenden died in 1982, 

aged 83 in Dover. 
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Irish Comrades of George Gor-

man in the Spanish Civil War 

          Scarlett King,  Year 12  

         Isobel Blanch,  Year 15 



 

Esmond Romilly 
Esmond Romilly was born in 1918, and 

was the nephew of Winston Churchill. 

He had a private school education at 

Wellignton College but he ran away 

from school and joined the Spanish Civ-

il War. He also wrote Bloody Boadilla 

on his experiences and he died in ser-

vice in World War two due to aircraft 

failure. 

“I am not a pacifist, though I wish it were possible to leads 

one life without the intrusion of this ugly monster of force 

and killing – war – and its preparation,. And it is not with the 

happiness of a convinced Communist, but reluctantly that I re-

lease that there will never be peace or any of the things I like 

or want , until that mixture of profit seeking, self-interest, 

cheap emotion and organised brutality that is called fascism 

has been fought and destroyed forever.”  

Esmond Romilly, writing in his book 

Bloody Boadilla which recounts in great 

detail the actions of Folkestone Interna-

tional Brigade members. Romilly died in 

1941, as his plane was lost in the North 

Sea, fighting fascism once again with the 

threat of Hitler. By this time his uncle was 

now Prime Minister, Winston Churchill. He 

left behind his wife Jessica Mitford and two 

young children. 

DGGS student, Year 12  
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Notebook of Ray Cox who fought 

alongside Harry Addley  

This source shows that Harry was leader of the British Unit in 

the Thalmean Brigade. From contextual knowledge we know an-

other British group were with French brigades at this time. This 

potentially means that in December 1936 Harry Addley was one 

of the most senior brigaders in Spain at the time. Harry died in 

the very same stage of battle as Ray Cox, at Boadilla.  Photo 

courtesy of Alan Lloyd (Southampton) 

DGGS student,  Year 8 17 



 

3. How did east Kent react to the Spanish civil war? 
Dover volunteers plotting 

Fredrick Strachan - 

26 Coombe Valley 

road formally Un-

ion Road, Dover 

John Black - 4 Al-

bert road, Dover. 

Miner at 

Bettshanger 

Harry Addley’s restau-

rant– Snargate street 

formally Northampton 

street 

Horace Dowsey –17 

Church Road, DOver 

Arthur Ovenden –Worked and enlisted in Dover 

Miles Pitcher, Year 11 
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Simone Weil 
Simone Adolphine Weil was a French philosopher who was born in Paris 

on 3rd February 1909. She became a teacher then later left to begin to 

devote herself to political activism. She assisted within The Trade Union 

movement and became a part of the anarchist group known as the Dur-

ruti Column which was a group of around 6,000 and was one of the larg-

est anarchist columns formed in The Spanish Civil War. Later in 1943, she 

was diagnosed with tuberculosis but refused treatment so her condition 

deteriorated where she was moved to a sanatorium in Ashford. She then 

Miles Pitcher, Year 11 
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 John, or Jim, Black was originally a miner at 

Bettshanger Colliery. He lived at number 4,  Al-

bert Road in Dover, Kent, and had a sister called 

Edith, a secretary of the Dover Labour Party. She says he was a ‘fine and 

true socialist, it was just what he always wished to do, to give his life if 

necessary for the great cause we both love.’ (Book title and author goes 

here) John signed up for the International Brigades as it was something he 

believed in. He wanted to fight for the cause. We know that he was the 

adjutant commander of an anti-tank battery, and died in the Battle of 

Bruente, March 1937; he was rescuing ammunition boxes from a fire. John 

was very committed to his position, even writing a song about it, called 

‘Song of the Anti-Tanks’. He believed in the ‘proletarian fight’. He died in 

the Battle of Bruente in March 1937, rescuing ammunition boxes from fire. 

John Black 

Context from the IBMT: 

The Britich Anti-Tank battery was formed in May 1937 from forty volun-

teers at Madrigueras and issued with three Soviet 45mm guns, capable of 

firing both armour-piercing and high explosive shells which, at the time, rep-

resented state-of-the-art military technology. Well led, trained by Russian in-

structors and comprising a high proportion of students and intellectuals, 

they represented somewhat of an elite unit, and quickly became a highly effi-

cient force of the 15th International Brigade. 

Phoebe Marshall, Year 9 
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Song by John Black of Dover 

Picture courtesy of the International Brigades Memorial Trust 
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4. What was the Spanish Civil War? 
The Spanish Civil War 91936-39) officially began on July 18th, 1936 

“51% of Spain was owned by 1% of the population” 

Middle class intellectuals formed the republican government of Spain after the flight of 

King Alfonso in 1931. They believed they could alter Spain without revolution but faced 

opposition from the church, army and landowners. Church interests were bound with 

those of big landowners; 51% of Spain was owned by 1% of the population, property of 

the church was valued at £100,000,000, and Spain’s army was the most top heavy in the 

world. 

To curb the imbalance of power, this republican government passed laws but failed to ef-

fectively enforce them e.g. controlling the catholic church’s money but by 1933 they were 

forced out of office when a coalition of rightist parties came to power. Strikes, workers 

revolts and broke out were crushed severely. By 1935, 30,000 socialists and republicans 

were in prison. 

The joined up republican parties won the next election. Six months later, on 18th July 

1936, the rightist nationalists rose up against the newly elected government. They attempt-

ed to take quick, efficient military control of Madrid, with the disillusioned military general 

Francisco Franco leading them. Because of his military ability and prestige, a political rec-

ord unmarred by sectarian politics and conspiracies, and his proven ability to gain military 

assistance from Adolf Hitler’s Germany and Benito Mussolini’s Italy, Franco was the obvi-

ous choice for the rebels. He became head of state of the new Nationalist regime on Oc-

tober 1st, 1936. The rebel government failed to secure a quick victory and control of the 

entire country, resulting in  long, drawn out conflict. 

“This nationalist coup was backed by Nazi Germany 

and fascist Italy” 

This nationalist coup was backed by Nazi Germany and fascist Italy, and within Spain 

traditional powers e.g. the church, landowners.  Opposing them, the republican govern-

ment and other left-leaning groups such as communist & Syndicalist anarchists, demo-

crats, socialists, trade unionists, the Soviet Nations and (unofficially) France.  Volunteers 

also came from France and Britain, like Harry Addley. Come 1937, civil war was raging, 

including the bombing of Guernica. 
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“Over the course of the war, a total average of 

500,000 lives were lost” 

Over the course of the war, a total average of 500,000 lives were lost. An estimated 

200,000 died as a result of systematic killings, mob violence, torture and other atroci-

ties. Another 200,000 died from combat-related causes. Of these, an estimated 

110,000 fought for republicans, compared to 90,000 for the Nationalists. This comes 

to an average of 10% of all soldiers who fought in the war were killed. 

It has been calculated that the nationalist army executed around 75,000 people 

through the war and republican army accounted for 55,000 (taking into account as-

sassinations and murders of members of rival political parties). An estimated 5300 for-

eign nationalist soldiers died, along with approx… 4900 foreign republican soldiers, of 

which 500 British volunteers. 

The war ended on the 28th of March 1939, with a nationalist victory. Leading General 

Franco would declare himself dictator. This regime would hold power until 1975 with 

Franco’s death, ushering in democracy. 

One of the main reasons the Nationalists won was that the Republican troops could 

be extremely disorganised and chaotic, with many languages and political aims and 

starved of resources, against the better skilled equipped and organised nationalists. 

Spain would not participate in World War Two, instead declaring itself neutral. Still 

weak from civil war, it partly relied on American and British imports. Britain would 

put pressure on Spain by restricting Spain’s oil supply. 

However, Spain and its leader Franco would stretch this ‘neutrality’ into negligence. It 

was friendly with Axis powers, and allied with them in ideology, but no agreement 

could be made between Franco and Hitler and as an Allies’ victory seemed inevitable 

Spain reverted back to true neutrality. 

The warfare knowledge learnt in the Spanish Civil War would be used especially by 

“Without the Spanish Civil War, there would not 

be the WWII we know today” 

Without the Spanish Civil War, there would not be the WWII we know to-

day, for better or worse. Without the selfless volunteers like Harry Addley 

fighting for their inner values and beliefs, abroad on such a bloody battlefield  

we can still see today. Abigail Bradley,  Year 9 23 



 

Propaganda 
1. TODOS LOS PUEBLOS DEL 

MUNDO ESTAN EN LAS 

BRIGADAS INTERNACION-

ALES AL LADO DEL PUEBLO 

ESPANOL” 

A 1937 Spanish Civil War poster by 

the author ‘Parrilla’. The poster de-

picts three soldiers and an image of 

the Earth, emblazoned with the 

symbol of the International Bri-

gades.  The text translates approxi-

mately as: 

“All the peoples of the world are in 

the International Brigades side by 

2. “WHAT ARE YOU DOING TO 

PREVENT THIS?” 

This poster was issued by the Min-

isterio de Propaganda and was 

printed between November 4th 

1936 and May 17th of the following 

year. Images such as this, portraying 

the terror and anguish the war set 

upon the Spanish capital of Madrid 

were frequently used in propaganda 

pamphlets and posters to gather 

support. This poster, displayed in 

France, Spain and England was used 

in an attempt to convene support-

ers  internationally for Republicans. 

 



 

3. “MADRID. THE ‘MILITARY’ PRAC-

TICE OF THE REBELS. IF YOU TOL-

ERATE THIS YOUR CHILDREN WILL 

BE NEXT” 

This poster was issued by the Minis-

terio de propaganda between the 

years of 1936 and 1939. The poignant 

image depicts the corpse of a young 

girl, labelled with identification num-

bers before the background of a dark, 

clouded sky flooded with aeroplanes, 

structured in an imposing formation. 

The lifeless, yet deeply expressive 

face of the girl appeals to the motali-

ty of any viewing the poster and the 

simple, yet affecting , statement of 

“your children will be next” evokes a 

sense of fear that inspires determina-

tion in observers, leaving the harrow-

ing scene and haunting words embla-

zoned in their mind. 

4”THE INTERNATIONALS—

UNITED  WITH THE SPANIARDS WE 

FIGHT THE INVADER”  This poster, 

printed from 1936 to 1937 depicts 

two soldiers– displaying the flag and 

symbol of the International Brigades 

with their faces set in determination 

and fury– prepared for battle. It was 

used to promote the work of the In-

ternational Brigades and their role in 

the war. 
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The cultural significance of the Spanish Civil War 
today 
The Spanish Civil War (1936-39) was the bloodiest conflict since World War 

One. At the time and still today it creates great debate and has huge impact on 

culture, as shown by this selection below: 

The song’s theme is inspired by the 

Spanish Civil War, and the idealism of 

welsh volunteers who joined the left-

wing internationational brigades fighting  

for the Spanish  republic against Francis-

co Franco’s military rebels. The lyrics 

were inspired by a poster from the war. 

This song deals with that uprising and 

parallels it with the Spanish Civil War, 

which devastated Spain from 1936-1939 

and resulted in a dictatorship led by the 

Nationalist General Francisco Franco. 

The lead singer Joe Strummer was a 

committed socialist and interested in 

the history of the war. 

Probably Picassos most famous work, 

Guernica is certainly his most powerful 

political statement, painted as an imme-

diate reaction to the Nazis devastating 

casual bombing practice on the Basque 

town of Guernica during the Spanish 

Civil War. 
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In 1936 Esmond Romilly, nephew of Great 

Britain’s ‘War Chancellor’ Winston Church-

ill and out-

spoken pacifist, 

went to fight 

with the Inter-

national Bri-

gades for the 

democratically 

elected Spanish 

government 

against the in-

surgent fascist 

general Fran-

sisco Franco. 

Land and freedom is a film by 

Ken Loach and screenwriter 

Jim Allen 

showing 

the 

journey 

of a 

British 

volun-

teer in 

the 

Spanish 

Civil 

War. 

This story 

takes place in 

Spain during 

the summer of 

1944,  five 

years after the 

Spanish Civil 

War during 

the early Fran-

coise period. 

Franco’s forc-

es show bru-

tality towards 

ex Republicans through torture and ter-

ror. 

‘For whom 

the bell 

tolls’ by 

Ernst Hem-

mingway 

tells the 

story of 

Robert Jor-

dan, a young 

American 

volunteer 

attached to a Republican guerrilla 

unit during the Spanish Civil War. 

As a dynamiter, he is assigned to 

Holly Running, Year 12 27 



 

Memorials around the country 
Memorial in London at Jubilee Gardens: 

The international Brigade Memorial in Jubilee Gardens is in memory of the 

526 people that went so Spain from Britain and Ireland and were killed in the 

Spanish Civil War. The sculpture was erected by Greater London Council and 

International Brigade Association and unveiled by Michael Foot MP on the 

5th October 1985. 

A plaque was later unveiled (7th July 2012) at the foot of the sculpture by 

David Lomon, who is one of only three surviving British veterans of the 1936

-39 conflict in Spain. 

Boadilla Del Monte: 

Harry Addley died in the woods around Boadilla. Boadilla Del Monte is a 

Spanish town located in West Madrid. The hiatorical town is home to the 

Palace of the Infante Don Luis during the Spanish Civil War the construction 

suffered considerable damage, in addition to the loss of numerous works of 

art. 

The second Battle of the Corunna Road was a battle in the Spanish Civil 

War that took place from 13th December 1936 

to 15th January 1937, 15,000 were killed or 

wounded. Boadilla Del Monte was heavily includ-

ed in this battle as troops occupied the town. 

Images from The International Brigade Memorial Trust website and the London SE1 website 
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Sierra Pandols Hill 705 memorial: 

Serra de Pandols is a chain of limestone mountains located in Catalonia, 

Spain. The highest point is home to the Hill 705 memorial, the summit 

was called Hill 705 during the Battle of Ebro in the Spanish Civil War; 

this was the last battle for international Brigades that were withdrawn 

halfway through. A bronze plaque was placed honouring the British vol-

unteer soldiers of the International Brigades who died, including George 

Gorman whose name is present on the bronze plaque, a monument was 

also erected to honour those who died defending the Spanish Republic. 

George Gorman was from the Longtower area of Derry, however at his 

time of enlistment he was living in Folkestone and was the President of 

the Folkestone Communist Party. 

Alice King , Year 12 
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Richard Baxell interview 
On the 1st of April the scholars club 

was lucky enough to have an interview 

with the successful historian Richard 

Baxell. Richard is a researcher at the 

London school of economics and a sig-

nificant author on the topic, he has 

written a number of books and articles 

on the British volunteers of the Spanish 

Civil War. During the interview a num-

ber of students asked Richard questions 

that had come up during group discus-

sions learning about the Spanish Civil 

War including a volunteer who lost his 

life fighting named Harry Addley. 

Is it ikely that Harry Addley went to war for money? 

This was a very interesting question to start off with as we had previously 

debated this as a group, hearing a historian’s contribution was valuable. This 

question arose as we had examined an article featuring Harry’s uncle George 

Addley in which he stated that his nephew ‘must have gone to Spain to make 

money’. Richard was of the opinion that ‘if not every case, virtually every case 

with the exception of a number of people who volunteered to fight within 

the International Brigade or international columns that came previously did 

not go to Spain for the money’. The soldiers were supposed to be paid the 

same as any private in the Spanish army which was very little, however many 

never got paid for their service at all. This clearly juxtaposes George Addley’s 

view, but we had also discovered that Harry’s uncle was completely anti-

communist so his suggestion of Harry going to fight in Spain for monetary 

gain could have possibly been to provide a motive that agreed with his views, 

meanwhile denying Harry’s real motive which was to fight against fascism. 
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What was the general populations attitude towards communism 

at this time? 

Richard drew a very relevant comparison to today’s political society when 

answering this question– he compared the attitudes towards communism 

to today’s attitudes towards the conservative party, the labour party and 

all in between. He highlighted that peoples attitudes towards communism 

were very much individual and there was not a particularly overarching at-

titude towards the movement in England in the early 1930’s. He did men-

tion however that ‘the communist party was very much a small minority 

organisation at this time’ but it did get bigger from the late 30’s into the 

second world war due to the fight against fascism across Europe as atti-

tudes everywhere were increasingly anti-right wing due to the devastation 

Hitler was causing so communism became more appealing. Support also 

‘grew due to the alliance with the Soviet Union’ however among members 

of the labour party there were ‘long standing suspicions that the com-

munists were out to steal votes and ferment a workers revolution’ which 

explained why communism was ‘less successful in England than it was in 

France and Spain’. 

What was the general populations view of the Spanish Civil War? 

‘It changed over time but particularly at the start of the war most people’s 

attitudes were that it was a war in a faraway country of which they wanted 

absolutely nothing to do with. The important thing to remember is that at 

this time most people’s views are coloured by the appalling carnage of the 

first world war when thousands and thousands of people were slaughtered 

in the trenches’, so most people were of the philosophy that avoiding war 

was essential to survival. ‘However, this changes as the war goes on as views 

adapt when people see not just what happens in Spain but also in Germany 

with the spreading of fascism, and they come to realise that maybe the 

communist fight was their fight all along’ and further to a previous question 

the alliance with the Soviet Union during World Wat two made communism 

a more inviting ideology. 
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Was George Orwell’s view of the Spanish Civil War authentic? 

Richard said ‘it depends what you think Orwell’s view was and where you 

are taking it from, the issue with the view of the Spanish Civil War that peo-

ple essentially say was Orwell’s view is only taken from his memoir homage 

to Catalonia’ and this was written right as he had gotten back and while he 

was still enraged by seeing what had happened in Barcelona but he does 

continue to write about it up until 1943 when his views are much more 

measured’. As everyone can understand a writer’s texts are heavily influ-

enced by their mindset at the time of writing but ‘if you treat homage to 

Catalonia as a memoir of an individual’s experience then it is completely au-

thentic, and Orwell is a very honest and very astute observer’. However, Or-

well’s account only shows his experience while he was ‘there for six months 

in a small part of Catalonia when the war went on for nearly three years 

across the whole of Spain and when you look at the entire picture things be-

come a lot more complicated’. 

Are there any memorials that stand out to you honouring the 

Spanish Civil War? 

Richard mentioned a few memorials when an-

swering this including the Reading memorial 

and the memorial in Glasgow called La pasiona-

ria who was a ‘communist speaker who was 

very much seen as the personification of the 

Spanish Republic they were fighting for’. How-

ever, Richards favoured memorial is the notion-

al memorial on the South Bank in London 

where the IBMT holds an annual gathering, 

which is pictured on the left. 
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Why is it important for people like Harry Addley to be remem-

bered? 

Richard suggested that it is ‘important to remember when people make a 

sacrifice and I think it’s always important to try and understand what 

makes people behave in these ways’ and by studying the economic, politi-

cal and social factors in that time can give us some insight into the minds 

of those living out these experiences. Richard also added ‘if you don’t un-

derstand what’s happened before its impossible to understand what is 

happening now and what will happen in the future’ which I think is a 

poignant and relevant quote which made everyone in the interview not 

only reflect on the past but also to consider what relevance the past has 

today and how we can use our knowledge of history to avoid the repeti-

tion of the mistakes and pitfalls of previous generations. 

Ruby Hayes, Year 12 
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Black Out Poetry– Dover Grammar School for Girls 
English Department 

Students at DGGS undertook the task of producing 

their own Blackout Poetry. This visually striking form 

involves removing text from an established work, 

typically fiction or non-fiction texts. Visually, Blackout 

Poetry is reminiscent of redacted communications 

sent and received during periods of conflict, such as 

the Spanish Civil War, which was part of the ra-

tionale for students producing their work in this 

form. Exerts from Ernest Hemingway’s ‘For Whom 

the Bell Tolls’ and George Orwell’s ‘Homage to Cat-

alonia’ were selected as the stimuli for this project 

as both texts are centred on events of the Spanish 

Civil War; this is reflected in some of the stark, yet 

powerful lexical choices left behind by the students. 

This display features the work of the following students: Al-

ice Sanders, Sherina Aime, Elise Hazelden, Nicole Adams, 

Ezara Broadley, Zathena Cloke, Lily Kerry-Friell, Madeleine 

Leech, Emma Page, Tina Riera Garcia, Poppy Rutter and 

Paige Welch 
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The inspiration for the design of the memorial is 

from both our personal project work and Picasso’s 

Guernica. Tying them together under the theme of 

violence within the Spanish Civil War. Our design 

takes the figures of the bull and horse from Picasso’s 

Guernica, layer them on the three levels of acrylic in 

the shape of a rectangle, like that of Paul Chave. We 

intend to have four figures: the bull, the horse, the 

Spanish Republic and Franco’s fascists. These will all 

layer and interact with Communist lines and divi-

sions reminiscent of the Spanish Republic and Inter-

national Brigades flag and symbol. 

Year 12 DGGS Art students 

Memorial to the sacrifice of Harry Addley 

This design choice of a crab for this piece is a symbol 

of defence and ingenuity. Characteristic of the local 

area, Harry’s family were firmly embedded in the tra-

ditions of the fishing community of Folkestone. 

Year 12 DGGS Art students 
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