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Who we are, what we do
Dover Grammar School for Girls is a school which
fosters excellent academic standards combined with a
strong and caring community. It is also an innovative
school where staff are encouraged to look constantly
at various ways of improving every aspect of our work.
As the Headteacher, I am keen to build on the school’s
outstanding academic successes and to further the
many enrichment opportunities that are already on
offer.
Here at Dover Grammar School for Girls we have over
100 years of traditional values, academic achievement
and forward thinking experience. Ofsted have
recognised our success by consistently rating us as
Outstanding in every category.
I recognise that the partnership between our
oversubscribed school and parents is essential to
provide the best possible education and foundation for
our girls. Students who are happy and confident in
their environment and abilities are more able to deal
with challenges ahead. This is why we not only

focus on the academic curriculum but
we have a strong wellbeing team in
place.
I believe our students should be
independent, intellectually curious and
able to enjoy working and learning
together. As a school, we encourage
our students to have an infectious
enthusiasm for life and develop high
levels of integrity whilst achieving the
very best academic results. Above all,
with boys joining in the sixth form,
we hope students will develop into
confident and compassionate young
men and women fully prepared for life
in the 21st Century.

Robert Benson
Headteacher

What others say about us
Ofsted
“Students and staff share a love of learning. The
level of challenge and intellectual rigour in lessons is
consistently high and, as a result, all groups of students
make rapid and sustained progress. They consistently
achieve examination results which are well above the
national average.”
“The strong relationships between teachers and
students contribute to outstanding attitudes to learning.
Teachers have excellent subject knowledge and plan
their lessons well. Questioning is very effective and
students learn very well by themselves.”
Please visit our website
or scan the QR code
to view the complete
Ofsted Report

“There is an extensive range of artistic cultural and
community activities, which have a positive impact
on students’ achievement and personal and social
development.”

Parents
“Students and staff share a love of learning. The level of challenge and
intellectual rigour in lessons is consistently high and, as a result, all groups
of students make rapid and sustained progress. They consistently achieve
examination results which are well above the national average.”

“The strong relationships between teachers
and students contribute to outstanding
attitudes to learning. Teachers have excellent
subject knowledge and plan their lessons well.
Questioning is very effective and students
learn very well by themselves.”
“There is an extensive range of artistic
cultural and community activities, which have
a positive impact on students’ achievement
and personal and social development.”

Students
“It’s more than just a school, for me this is a place
where I know that I will be supported and pushed
to achieve the very best I can.”
“DGGS is such an uplifting environment, where
teachers really care.”
“There is a community spirit where like-minded
people are pushed and supported to reach their full
potential.”
“DGGS has allowed me to develop not only my
ability as an academic but also the qualities of my
personality.”

Curriculum
At Dover Grammar School for Girls,
we seek to promote the highest standards
of academic achievement.  We are highly
committed to providing an exceptional
education for every student throughout
the school, and we aim for all our students
to be fully equipped with the knowledge,
skills and understanding to achieve
as highly as possible at Key Stage 4 and
beyond.
We also aim to provide a broad and
challenging curriculum with a clear focus
on academic excellence.  Moreover, our
curriculum aims to motivate students and
to provide enjoyment, boost self-esteem
and raise aspirations.
The National Curriculum is followed at Key
Stages 3 and 4 with every opportunity being
taken to enrich and enhance students’
learning. Furthermore, teachers know
their students well and can therefore plan
for their needs.  
This includes careful
monitoring of each individual student’s
progress and the provision of structured
support when needed.
Facilities are excellent and we look to
continuous development even in these
financially challenging times. Classrooms

are bright, well-equipped and enlivened by displays of subject material and
students’ work. We want girls to be fully involved with the life of the school
and proud of their successes. We celebrate achievement of all kinds.
Homework is set throughout the school. Students in Year 7 are expected to
spend about an hour a night and the time gradually increases each year. In
Years 10 and 11, girls spend a considerable amount of time on assignments
for their GCSE examinations and must be encouraged to organise their time
in order to meet prescribed deadlines.
Education is an empowering force in the world and we want our students to be
offered every opportunity to develop their talents in every way possible. The
development of the whole person is a dynamic, constantly evolving challenge
that we all contribute to whether as students, parents, teachers or the wider
community: we are all learners.

Care and Support
Pastoral:
The welfare of our students is at the heart of
everything we do at Dover Grammar School for
Girls. The beginning of the 7 year journey starts
with Senior Leaders visiting every student in their
Primary Schools to discuss any concerns they may
have.
DGGS prides itself on close relationships between
students and staff. Our pastoral care system provides
continuous support, advice and guidance, as well
as monitoring academic progress and personal
development.
The Form Tutors, Heads of Key Stages, Student
Support Assistants and the Attendance Officer
work closely together to establish a strong caring
ethos which underpins the emotional and academic
development of our students.
In addition, we have a school counsellor, a wellbeing
coach and a strong peer mentoring system with other
students offering personal and academic advice.

SEND:
At Dover Grammar School for Girls we are committed to giving all our students
the skills and confidence to achieve in everything we do. As an inclusive
school community we actively seek to offer provision of the highest quality,
responding to the leaning and wellbeing needs of all students. Our SEND
team have close links to the pastoral team to ensure students are thriving
academically and emotionally.
For students on our SEND register, we ensure that additional provision removes
barriers to learning and participation. Teachers use regular and accurate
assessment to identify needs within the classes they teach and implement
strategies to support students. Students with SEND are monitored regularly
and support is adjusted accordingly.
We are proud to work closely with students and their parents to ensure support
is effective and provides for the needs of all students in our care.

Wellbeing:
Our aim at Dover Grammar School for
Girls is to work together to promote the
wellbeing of our students and to develop
their resilience.
Our wellbeing coach offers workshops for
all students to increase their
self-understanding and to equip them to
deal with the challenges of everyday life.
Students are given the opportunity to talk,
share their concerns and receive support in
both group sessions and in 1 to1 intervention
courses.
The following Wellbeing Programmes are
also available: Friendship and People
Management; Anxiety; Body Image; Self
Esteem; Presentation Skills.
Wellbeing is about the whole person, and
together with academic support, mentoring,
PSHE and Wellbeing support, we work
towards a positive state of wellbeing in
which every student realises their own
potential, can cope with the stresses of life
and is emotionally resilient.

Enrichment
Balancing academic life with a wide variety of enrichment activities ensures
our students develop into resilient, intellectually curious young people
and prepares them fully for the world beyond school.
Enrichment weeks throughout the year give students the opportunity to
develop new skills and work in new ways. Activities include Geography,
fieldwork; trips to France, Italy and New York; workshops on presentation
skills; theatre visits and many more.
Throughout the year students have the opportunity to join a wide range of
clubs and activities which enrich and develop students’ lives. These
include: Duke of Edinburgh Award; sports clubs including netball, hockey,
football and cheerleading; Amnesty International; Interact and Film club to
name a few.

Character Values

MUTUAL
RESPECT

MORAL
PURPOSE

INTELLECTUAL
CURIOSITY

COURAGE

COMPASSION

Our Character Values aim to celebrate those characteristics which contribute
to making each of us unique. The values are integrated into all aspects of
school life and celebrate the positivity and contribution our students make to
our school community.

Sixth Form And Beyond
We are very proud of our Sixth Form at Dover Grammar School for Girls.
We offer courses leading to A Level qualifications in a wide range of subjects
and aim to help you achieve a smooth transition from GCSE to A Levels,
attaining the qualifications that will open up the best opportunities for you
beyond school.
All the Sixth Form take an active role in our school community working with
younger students and helping out at a variety of school events.

Throughout your time in the Sixth
Form you will be supported by an
experienced Sixth Form Team whose
aim is to equip you with the skills and
attributes needed for life and help you
to develop into confident, motivated,
successful young men and women.
We look forward to working with
you, helping you make your choices
wisely so that you can enjoy a happy
and successful two years in the Sixth
Form.

