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President’s Message 

 

Another year has raced by and here I am again writing my message for the newsletter.  I have just enjoyed three 

excellent DGGS evenings in less than a week, attending the school Sports Awards Evening and Year 7 Dance Show 

“The Circle of Life”, in addition to Friday’s amazing Past Pupils and Staff Reunion.  

This year our association held three events.  The first, last October, was the Annual Lunch and AGM.  We were de-

lighted to welcome Gail Swainston as our guest speaker.  Two years into her retirement Gail spoke about her time 

as Head of History, a hugely successful department and the lead subject in DGGS’s Humanities specialism.  Her en-

tertaining stories, including that of the disappearing girl, were all true, yet hard to believe!   

Our second event of the year was the Coffee Morning in May.  It was pleasing to meet past pupils and former 

teachers, but a little disappointing that overall the attendance was low.  Those who came enjoyed a relaxed and 

informal chat over tea, coffee, biscuits and delicious cake.  Jos Keeler won the ‘Bake-off’.  

The third, our Reunion on 6th July, was the most successful in terms of numbers.  Setting up on Facebook has cer-

tainly increased awareness of the association and attracted younger members.  We are grateful to Lizzie Keeler for 

all her IT work.  It was a real pleasure to welcome to the Reunion former pupils and staff whose time at DGGS var-

ied from the 1950s to the present day.  I heard the usual comment “This is the first time I’ve been back since I left 

school”.  The pupil had left in 1987, over thirty years ago!   We are all very grateful to Jos for arranging a very enjoy-

able evening.   

This year we say a special thank you to Susannah Tapsell, who will be resigning in October from her role as Chair-

man.  We are all indebted to her for her many years of outstanding service, her patience and encouragement as 

she has chaired our committee meetings, arranging and ensuring the success of many events, including her greatest 

triumph, the very special centenary lunch.  No one who was there will ever forget the amazing event covering all 

ten decades of DGGS.   

I hope to see as many past pupils and staff as possible at the Annual Lunch on Saturday 13th October.  Please en-

courage all your DGGS friends and family to come with you and bring to the AGM any suggestions you would like to 

make as our association moves forward to another year. 

 

Margaret Pope 

mailto:carol.dolbear@btinternet.com
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Dates for 2018/19 (all events in School Hall unless otherwise specified) 

Saturday 13th October 2018  12 noon Annual Lunch and AGM—see separate form 

Friday 5th July 2019   6—8pm Reunion 

Members are also welcome to attend the following school events: 

Friday 7th  December 2018  6pm Christmas Market 

Thursday 13th December 2018 7pm Carol Service in Charlton Church 

Monday 8th July 2019   6pm Year 7 Dance Show 

Thursday 18th July 2019  7pm Evening performance of House Drama 

COMMITTEE VOLUNTEERS WELCOME  Margaret Pope writes…... 

I would like to thank the committee for their hard work for the association and for the school.  Every member has 
an individual role, but all contribute far more, working as a team to arrange events so that past pupils and staff can 
meet up, exchange their news, and hear about the progress of DGGS.  The committee ensures our continuing sup-
port for the current students and our contributions to the school and its future.  Committee meetings are always 
friendly and not too formal, with new members made very welcome.  If you are interested please contact one of 
the committee and come to the AGM in October.   

SNIPPETS OF YOUR NEWS…….. 
 
Shelby Harper (05-12) is a fully qualified Business Administrator, helped run business for unemployed, is now at 
home with a three year old son and pregnant with second son. 
Page Tobin (05-12) attended Portsmouth University for a Dental Hygiene and Therapy degree (2i), registered with 
the GDC and has worked as both permanent and locum Dental Therapist in Ramsgate, Ashford, Canterbury and 
Folkestone. Is buying a house in Deal—staying local! 
Amy Baldwin (05-12) graduated from Sheffield Hallam University with 2i in Business and HR Management, now 
working as HR Officer with Dover District Council. Buying a house in Dover. 
Charlotte Edmonds (05-12) graduated with 2i in Law from Aberystwyth University, now working at Saga. 
Hannah Parfitt (05-12) did Social Work at university and is now working at Migrant Help. 
Alex Sherred (05-12) worked for DFDS for three years on leaving school and then began her undergraduate course 
in Geography at Loughborough University. She gained a First Class Honours degree this summer and is now about 
to begin her MSc at Birmingham in Applied Meteorology and Climatology. 
Abigail Glover-Silk (Short) (01-08) married in 2016 and is currently studying for a degree in Psychology through the 
Open University. Four years in—two to go! 
Michelle Meadows (Grieve) (01-08) has a BA in Social Care (2013) and an MA in Applied Theatre (2014). Married in 
2017 and now works in HR—Staff Development. 
Kerry Mackenzie-Frazer (Herbert) (01-08) has BTEC Diploma in Travel and Tourism and NVQ 2 & 3 in Health and 
Social Care. Had a son Charlie in 2012, married in October 2015 and had daughter Maddison in 2016. 
Louise Ward (O’Connor) (01-06) is an AAT qualified Accounting Technician and works as Finance Manager in elec-
tronic engineer’s company. Married with three children aged 5, 3 and 2.  
Hannah Lee (01-06) studied as Fitness Instructor and Masseuse and after 11 years says she is still happily 
“shouting” for her career.  She is engaged and has a baby girl. 
Katy Grilli (Keeler) (96-03) graduated from Cambridge in Medicine in 2009 and is now in paediatric training. Has 
four children. 
Charlotte Reid (Grey) (92-99) lives in Woodnesborough, married to Paul (DGSB) and has two children—Nina (9) and 
Harrison (5). Is very happy and works as a solicitor in Broadstairs. 
Natalie Cross (Langley) (92-99) married in 2012, gained MBA from University of Kent, has twin girls (Beatrice and 
Eloise). Since 2013 she has run her own business as a travel councillor and lives in St Margaret’s. 
Joanne Gretton (Cummings) (92-99) left school and worked at Saga, where she still is! Hopped about a bit but now 
happily working in Finance as a Business Analyst. Still local. Married and has 8 year old daughter. Life is good! 
Susan King (Sidders) (72-79) continues to run own accountancy practice in Temple Ewell serving the local commu-
nity. Currently Chair of Governing Body at DGGS working closely with the school to develop school life and vision. 
Also Governor at Whitfield Aspen School, and is involved in the exciting new plans for a new satellite school in the 
village. 



NEWS FROM THE HEADTEACHER 

Well, what a year it has been! The good news is we haven’t had an earthquake yet, but that is the only natural dis-
aster not to hit DGGS this academic year. The year started with a major flood, 10,000 gallons pouring through the 
building one October morning. The pipe attached to the water tank had mysteriously disconnected from the hot 
(yes hot) water tank, in the loft of the main building, students in years 7-9 were sent home for a day, and the clean-
up began. There was significant damage to the Staff Room, Science Laboratories, both Art Rooms and the Gym. At 
one stage I was even escorted out of my office as it was potentially unsafe. Fortunately, the support we had from 
the building company Bookers and Best and the site manager, ‘Jeff’, was second to none and very soon we were 
back to a new ‘normal’ with a few 6th form classes being taught in the BEC centre at St Edmund’s Catholic School.  
I just began to think that the drama was over, however, when this was followed by a lack of heating while the boil-
ers were being replaced (in some of the cold months before Christmas), an electricity failure - three times - and 
then a number of burst pipes. As everything began to calm down the snow came down heavily and eventually we 
decided to give in and close for half a day. Throughout the whole process the staff and students were amazing, re-
silient, cheerful. We had come through a difficult patch as a school as a stronger and a more determined communi-
ty.  
 
There was however good news on the horizon. The governors have agreed to proceed with the building of a new 
Science block on the site of the music mobile. The final funding has been secured and we look forward to the state 
of the art Science facilities which will be ready during next year. The block (plans for which are on the school web-
site) will house four large laboratories, a small staff room and a Prep room. I hope this will be the first in a long line 
of new facilities for DGGS, as so much of the site is still in need of renovation and renewal. Next year we will have 
the largest year 7 entry of 149 students. We were pushed over our Published Admission Number by Kent County 
Council and are desperately trying to find space for the extra girls in September. We are as popular in the local 
community as ever.  
 
As the year draws to a close, I have enjoyed the Year 7 Dance Show entitled ‘Circle of Life’ where the present Year 
7 showed their enthusiasm and confidence. They demonstrated their skills at dancing, acting and singing all in one 
evening. The recent Sports Award evening also showed our determination in the sporting arena. As a small second-
ary school without a school field on site I think we did a tremendous job of bringing home the Powell Sports tro-
phy. In fact this was the first time in 30 years that this trophy has been won by DGGS. It was really good to cele-
brate our sporting achievements this year.  
 
Thank you for your ongoing interest and support for the school, I look forward to meeting many of you in October. 
Do look out for our new website from October.  
 
Bob Benson 

BIGGER SNIPPETS!........ 
Janis van der Worp (Rees) (72-79) has married for the second time and lives on the Isle of Sheppey. Since leaving 
school she has worked at Haffenden Richborough in Sandwich, stints at Dover District Council, in Financial Services 
and at the Woolwich Building Society but since 1994 has been self-employed in Training & Development Consultan-
cy. She fondly remembers the great work done by Rosemary Dunn in the Music Department, and says the Mrs 
Dunn / Miss Fullager collaborations (i.e. First Year Productions) were in a class of their own! 
Caragh Deery (10-17) was awarded the JAJ Scholarship by the Dubris Trust in 2017 and is reading German with Ger-
man Law at Oxford University.  She was awarded an Exhibition and a scholar’s gown for achieving the highest grad-
ed average from her cohort. She teaches German at a local comprehensive school, is an access ambassador for the 
Law Faculty and is training to encourage students from lower socio-economic backgrounds to apply for university. 
She is looking forward to a 9-week internship in Financial Services Law, a week at a US Corporate Law firm in Lon-
don, then Uganda for 4 weeks to work in prisons with an NGO offering legal training and human rights support be-
fore returning to Oxford for her second year. 
Emily Royston (09-16) won the JAJ Scholarship in 2016 and has now completed two years at Leicester University 
studying History and American Studies. She is about to begin a year in the USA at Colorado State University. She 
has worked as a Student Ambassador on Open Days and led a Q&A session for prospective students and parents 
which she really enjoyed because not only was she very happy to promote the University and her course but there 
was also plenty of free food! 



The Committee thought that members of the Association would be interested to know the current aspirations and 
methods of various departments in a fast-changing curriculum and educational expectations. We are grateful to the 

Art Department for setting the ball rolling. 
 

Art and Photography at DGGS 
 

The Art department is still striving for excellence. We still believe that key skills are the foundation for success in the 
subject, drawing and painting preferably from life and still life can teach a student so much. Learning to look is para-
mount to learning how to draw. Intelligent students can initially be hampered by their knowledge because they as-
sume they know what an object looks like and they rely on their brain to give them this information rather than their 
eye.  We spend a lot of time teaching students how to look. 
 
Parents often say that Art cannot be taught, it is a talent their children have been born with, but if that were the 
case our jobs as Art teachers and our personal fulfilment would be very limited! 
 
When I first started working as an Art teacher at DGGS I mainly taught life drawing to the A level students. My main 
speciality was and always will be portraiture and the Human form. However, students had very enquiring minds and 
started to make connections with the work of other artists and their own observational studies. The works grew and 
adapted to conceptual art, installation art, Kinetic art and anything that evoked passion and excitement in the stu-
dents. The level of contextual understanding was astounding. 
 
In comparison, today students are still asking questions, but these are based far more on gender and politics sur-
rounding the environment and human rights; this comes across far more in their art and we cover so many more 
topics and artists work as a result of this. However, students are not risk takers. They are less experimental for fear 
of failure, where as in fact failure is such an important factor to promote success.  
 
We have added Photography to our A levels. Students can relate to the speed of this course but still have to show 
refinement and selection. Work still has to be thorough and reflective with imaginative outcomes.  The students love 
the immediacy of editing and post production work that can be undertaken with apps on their IPhones. It would be 
foolish to believe that this is a less important photographic skill than old darkroom techniques, it is just change; the 
word photography taken from the Greek after all means Drawing with Light, a new way of looking. If I can continue 
to make students look and really see I feel I have fulfilled my job expectations. 
 
Trudie-Jane Beaney  (Teacher of Art, Design and Photography) 

MORE NEWS OF PAST PUPILS…... 
Gloria Winter (Pevy) (73-80) has been living in St Albans for many years. Married to John, who is now a semi-retired 
musician doing lots of accompanying and continues as a church organist, they have four adult sons (one aged 22 
then triplets who are 19), who clearly inherited the music gene as Ben is finishing a degree in Music Theatre from 
Sussex, Michael is reading Music and Politics at Newcastle, Nick is studying Media at Portsmouth and Tim will begin 
a degree in Dance at Middlesex. Gloria herself  is still teaching piano and recorder in both state and private sectors, 
together with her own private practice, having given up class teaching in 1996. She also acts as an adjudicator and 
helps to run a local primary schools’ Music Festival.  She was able to attend the two Memorial Concerts in 2017 and 
2018 for Rosemary Dunn and is still in touch with Sue Salter, Elizabeth Wyatt, and Kim Deegan who does supply 
teaching at a local Catholic Girls’ School. 
Freda Wellard (Stokes) (48-55) takes adventurous holidays, intending to visit India last year, and still runs a holiday 
park on the Blackdown Hills in Devon, helped by her daughter.  
Cynthia Lloyd (Beswick) (46-52) lives in Chorleywood, Hertfordshire with her husband of 56 years. They have three 
sons and numerous grandchildren and great-grandchildren. On retiring from teaching Maths she has a busy life with 
voluntary work, bridge, U3A (walking, play-reading, music) and the family. 
Susan Stevens (Trowsdale 1955- 1962) lives in Barnard Castle, Co. Durham. She and her sister Jennifer (see Obituar-
ies)  both enjoyed coming to the Centenary celebrations and reminiscing with Miss Kay. 

Once again the Association has been pleased to receive news from so many of you. As much as possible has been 
included in the Newsletter, largely unedited. Keep the news coming—we may have to start shortening some contri-
butions but until then…………... 



 

Sheila Philpott (Beer) (48-54). Her husband David writes: Sheila died from cancer on 5th February 2018 in her 81st 
year. She joined the Civil Service in London from the Sixth Form at the same time as I went to LSE (from Dover 
Boys’ GS!).  When my job eventually took us to Newport Sheila found Caerleon Training College, where the Girls’ 
School had been evacuated during the war.  She  did her training and  embarked very successfully  on a second ca-
reer, in primary teaching, until retirement. We have spent most of our married life in Monmouthshire, but Sheila 
always maintained an interest in DGSG – Miss Kay was her favourite teacher, and Maths her favourite subject!   We 
have had a wonderful life here in the west country until the last few months, and I am lucky to have the support of 
our two daughters and three grandchildren. 
 

Aileen Makey (Beswick) (47-52) sister of Cynthia, who writes: Aileen died in August a month before her 81st birth-
day. During her time at school she participated fully in everything particularly various sports and musical events - 
she often played at morning assembly. She trained at Guy`s  Hospital and after 4 years obtained her Guy`s nursing 
medal. Her fiancée John Makey - a former Boys’ Grammar School pupil - was training for the Methodist ministry 
and finishing their courses they married and went to British Honduras (now Belize) as Missionaries where they con-
tributed greatly to the life of the community and are remembered with affection and gratitude. Their 3 sons were 
born there. On returning to the UK the family settled in Kent, Aileen eventually becoming Matron at Tonbridge 
Cottage Hospital. On retirement they moved to Wye where they were soon involved in various community pro-
jects. By then they had 6 grandchildren and a great-grandson. Sadly, for her last 7 years she was completely physi-
cally disabled being devotedly cared for by John. A loving, joyous person she died peacefully at home. 
 
Rosemary Ann Philpott (Bessent) (58-63) passed away peacefully on 11 December 2017, having been widowed 
fairly recently and spending several months in a nursing home with Alzheimer's.  She had a son and a daughter. 
 
Christine Haswell (Maund) (52-59) died in September 2017 from cancer. She left a husband, daughter and two 
sons.    
 
Helen Hogben (Walder) (52-58)  Her husband Philip writes: It saddens me greatly to have to tell you my dear wife 
Helen passed away during January last year having suffered yet another stroke.  Helen suffered a massive stroke on 
the 22nd of August  2010 leaving her paralysed to the right side and unable to speak, something she accepted  
 as a part of her life. All through the following years she was cheerful and did what little she could to help me to 
look after her.  
 
Jennifer Burn (Trowsdale) (45–52) Her sister Susan writes: Jennifer died suddenly at home on 14th December fol-
lowing several years of debilitating ailments during which she maintained many friendships through playing tennis 
and latterly bridge.  Following school and training as a domestic science teacher at Gloucester, she taught at Castle-
mount. After marriage to a Northumbrian farmer she devoted herself to her three daughters and son who follow-
ing John’s death 10 years ago took over the family farm.  Always cheerful, Jennifer was able to visit her daughter in 
the south of France, drive, enjoy the book club and play bridge 2 or 3 times a week right up until to her death.   
 
Jane Ratcliffe (Taylor) (48-53) Her husband Bill writes: 
Born in Dover on 31 March 1937 and died in France on 25 January 2018, after 4 months in hospital, including a 
month in intensive care, following surgery in a “Clinique”, which ended up with septicaemia and pneumonia. 
Jane attended Dover Grammar School for Girls between 1948 and 1953, and left school with 5 O levels, and al- 
though she found work as an articled clerk in a local firm of accountants, it was not her “calling”. In 1954, Bill 
Ratcliffe, her husband, received a Valentine’s Card, and after a lot of research, he discovered that Jane had sent it, 
and thereafter they have been together for 65 Years. They married in August 1956 and raised four children. 
Bill’s work made him move to other parts of England and later to France, but it was in Essex that Jane found her 
real calling, first, in a Playgroup for children at risk and then, after a 3 year study period at Brentwood College of 
Education, leaving with Distinction in Education, Jane went on to teach in Essex. Then when Bill was posted to 
France, she taught, briefly, at the Lycée International, and then on to the British School of Paris (Junior School). She 
was in her element, but Bill’s job took him back to the UK for a few years, before returning to France in 1989, 
where Jane regained her post at the British School until retirement. 
At her Cremation Ceremony, her Head of Junior School, had this to say:- 
“I have this wonderful picture in my mind of Jane at Bougival, where she helped generations of children. Her enthu-
siasm and dedication to helping them all, not only to get to grips with reading and writing, but to communicate her 
love for books and to fill them with the same eagerness  to explore literature”. 



BERYL MASON 1938-1945 
In the summer of 1938 our local chemist, knowing I was already at the County School, asked my mother if I would 
take Beryl to school after the summer break. Her mother was to be housekeeper for him, they were coming from 
London & Beryl had won a scholarship there. We met soon after & spent many days together exploring Dover. 
When term started I duly took her to school but in typical Beryl fashion after a few days I was dismissed! 
In those days your friends were usually in your year so we would say hello in passing. Then came the time that 
was life changing when in June 1940 we entrained, destination unknown, finally, after many hours, arriving at the 
village of Caerleon, ill equipped to cope with girls aged 11-18.  Billet allocation was a lottery, whereas I was very 
fortunate, the reverse was for Beryl.  Our paths diverged on leaving school, mine into nursing & Beryl’s to teacher 
training.  She taught in schools in Thanet but boldly interspersed with periods abroad teaching at forces bases. 
She was a fine athlete, played hockey for Dover Ladies (with the redoubtable Lilian Kay in goal) & a keen golfer. 
When, after the death of my husband, I decided to move from Yorkshire back “home” after many years our 
friendship was renewed, we found we had much in common. A love of classical music sent us to many venues. 
We were successful members of quiz teams in Sandwich where she lived, travelled around the country to places 
of interest, attended the Open Golf at Sandwich & visited a few race courses (she maintained that I led her 
astray!). Even when I returned to Yorkshire in 2002 I often used to go back to Kent and see her, otherwise we had 
long phone conversations. It became obvious that her health was deteriorating but in typical fashion she was de-
termined to celebrate her 90th birthday in May last year. We had a happy gathering of relatives and friends and I 
am so glad I was able to go as that was the last time I saw her. 
 
Bessie Newton (Laurie) 
 
Elizabeth Irwin (Jefford) has died.  

AUTUMN LUNCH and AGM 
 

Saturday 13 October 2018 12 noon 
 

AGM at 12 noon followed by Lunch at 1pm. 
Tours of the school for those who wish. 

 
Guest Speaker: Kerry Rubins 

Former student and  Fund Raising and Events Manager  
for the Martha Trust 

 
You will have probably heard of Kerry’s many brilliant ideas and commitment to fundraising for this 

local charity and many of you will have met her or participated in some of her challenges.  
She will be an entertaining and thought-provoking speaker. 

 
PLEASE SEE SEPARATE SHEET FOR BOOKING THE LUNCH. 

 

PROPOSED NEW SCIENCE BLOCK—see Headteacher’s Report 



The Autumn Lunch was a very jolly occasion with much laughter and conversation. Held as usual in the School Hall 
it followed the AGM of the Association at which a larger than usual turnout received the accounts, elected the 
Committee and heard about developments in the Association regarding subscriptions, methods of communication 
and plans for future events.  
The Lunch was a superb Buffet with plenty of choice, supplemented by members’ own contributions of wine and 
other drinks, and also included the usual Raffle, which raised nearly £80, and an entertaining quiz to occupy the 
minds and to provoke discussion and conversation at the tables.  
We also very much enjoyed the two speakers who had kindly come along to contribute their thoughts. Bob Ben-
son, who can no longer be called the “new” Headteacher as he has now been in post for a year, spoke about his 
experiences in his first year at the school, ranging from meeting Theresa May, learning of several awards the 
school had achieved and finding out what the traditions of the school were in the annual cycle of events such as 
the Christmas Market, the House Drama competition and the Sixth Form Entertainment. His first year also had the 
challenge of a major incident with the hot water which forced the closure of several classrooms, the staffroom 
and indeed his own office for several weeks, and that sufficient space had been found to continue with lessons 
only with difficulty, one solution being to use spare space at St Edmund’s School for sixth form lessons. 
Our main speaker was Gail Swainston, who spoke candidly and vigorously about her time as Head of History at the 
school, including the receipt of various awards for excellence, several for the best A level results, the many pro-
jects undertaken with outside organisations, in particular English Heritage, and the consequent presentations and 
exhibitions in London in recognition of students’ achievements. 
Numbers were down slightly, which was a great shame as it was a very enjoyable occasion, so if you were not 
there do try to come in October. Bring a friend or make up a small group. You will be sure to enjoy yourself. Re-
member, whoever comes, there is one thing you all have in common – time at DGGS.  

ACHIEVEMENTS OF CURRENT STUDENTS—some items mentioned in the local press during the past year 
• Year 8 Athletics Team won the District Invitational Athletics Meet at Sir Roger Manwood’s School. Year 7 team 

came second in their group. 
• Alicia Roberts (Year 8) came sixth in her class (of 22 entries) at the Royal Windsor Horse Show, putting her on a 

possible future Olympic place list. 
• Amy Goodhand (Year 8) finished 2nd in the 1500m with a personal best of 4:57 and Isabelle Harding (Year 9) 

finished second in the 75m Hurdles with a PB of 11:67 and first in the High Jump (PB 1:58m) at the Kent Schools 
Athletics Championships at the Julie Rose Stadium. They were representing the South East Kent Schools team. 

• Students from Year 10 heard from Cambridge scientists Dr Jo Hepworth, who spoke about plants and tempera-
ture changes, and Dr Patrick Gordon on research into a breathalyser to detect early signs of lung cancer.  

• Divya Patel, Lola Williams, Niamh Devine and Phoebe Eastwell (Year 9)  were highly commended in the na-
tional competition ‘Step into the NHS’ run by the Health Service. 

• DGGS won the Powell Trophy athletics competition at DYRMS competing against seven other schools from the 
district. Ellie McLeavey ran a PB of 13.1 to win the 100m final, Amy and Rebekah Goodhand both won their 
respective 1500m races Deia Anderson won the junior High Jump with 1:30m and the Relay Team won their 
race. 

• Year 8 History students  created a “Museum of Slavery” including mosaics, pastel paintings, models, poems, 
cakes, diaries and a musical composition. Their work was visited by Lynda Pearce, curator of the Dover Muse-
um who was very impressed by both the diversity and the standard of the exhibits. 

• The Art Department hosted an exhibition of art and photographic work to which the Mayor of Dover, Cllr Sue 
Jones, paid a visit.  

• DGGS has been awarded the Foundation Level of the British Council’s International School Award. This cele-
brates the achievements of schools that do exceptional work in international education. The international work 
of DGGS includes regular exchange visits with French and German partner schools, day trips to France, an intro-
duction to French cinema and languages day activities. 

• According to the Real Schools Guide 2018, DGGS is the best school in Dover. This Guide takes into account not 
only GSCE and Attainment 8 scores but also factors like Progress 8, pupil-teacher ratios and absence rates. 

• Art Department again!  For the 10th year running DGGS students had work exhibited at the Mall Galleries in 
London. The work of Chloe Little, Jessica Lyons and Libby Harris was on display.  

• History Teacher Carolyn Toland attended a teacher training conference in Israel and visited the Yad Vashem 
holocaust remembrance centre in Jerusalem with the Holocaust Education Trust. Pupils attended the HET’s Les-
sons from Auschwitz study programme in November 2017 and Carolyn, with the History department, aims to 
improve the quality of holocaust education within the school. 



GLEANINGS………. (as reported in the local press) 

Jade Minnock is a Reception Class teacher at Hornbeam Primary School, Great Mongeham. 
Rebecca Jordan is a Teaching Assistant at St Richard’s Catholic Primary School, Dover. 
Sophie Mitchinson is a Doctor in Emergency Medicine and was the Guest Speaker at the school Presentation Even-
ing last October. 
Sophia Lyons (09-16) is developing her singing career and has appeared in several fundraising concerts locally and 
also with the Blackfish Academy, DODS and the Temple Ewell Players. 
Emily Drysdale (09-16) attended UCA at Canterbury and won an award from the Dover Deal and Sandwich Arts 
Society before beginning a course in Theatre Design at Wimbledon College of Arts. 
The (now) annual Rosemary Dunn Memorial Concert took place at Dover Town Hall in April presenting over 100 
performers, including the Revelation Strings, The Revellers and Sophia Lyons. Rosemary’s son Dominic presented 
the Dr Rosemary Dunn Award  to a young viola player, very appropriately as that was Rosemary’s special instru-
ment. 
Victoria Jerram has graduated this year from the Royal Academy of Dance and will be teaching in Bristol. 
Nicola Pollard is Artistic Director of the Up the Road Theatre based in Kingsdown. The company has already toured 
the country and is about to embark on a second production, “Peril at Sea” , touring next February to Portsmouth, 
the Isle of Wight, Devon, Cornwall, Cumbria, north-east Scotland and East Anglia, as well as performances in Kent 
including at the Astor Theatre, Deal. 

YOU MUST REMEMBER THIS……………  if you went to a Grammar School somewhere in Kent…. 
1. Skirt-rolling It was crucial you rolled your skirt up so high that the rolled-up waistband was almost larger than 

the rest of the skirt. And when the teacher made you pull it down, you rolled it straight back up when they were 
out of sight. 

2. Taking GCSE Statistics a year early Generally, exam time was the most stressful period for a grammar school 
kid. So to ease the burden the ever-thoughtful teachers brought your Maths Statistics GCSE exam forward a 
year early and you sat it in Year 10—cheers for that. 

3. Being told to think about university from Year 7 even if you didn’t want to go. Apparently it was the whole 
point of your school career. 

4. Learning Latin You almost definitely had to learn one language or another when you went to Grammar, and 
some particularly lucky pupils had Latin classes. All of the older years said: “The best part of Latin is when Cae-
cilius dies”. 

5. Discos with the other-sex schools You had just got used to never seeing anyone of the opposite sex until, bam! 
- it’s annual disco time, when the girls’ and the boys’ school finally come together. You either danced rigidly 
slow with about a metre gap between your two bodies or you remained firmly at the edge of the room with 
your pals. 

6. Great school trips Thorpe Park, Paris, a week here, a week there—some classes even went skiing. The options 
for school trips in grammars were usually pretty good. 

7. Anything less than a B is being a failure  The pressure to smash every single subject was a bit ridiculous. 
Teachers generally considered you to be a “failure” if you scored anything below a B, and did they tell you 
about it. 

8. Heart-throb teachers Good-looking teachers of the opposite sex instantly became heart-throbs. 
9. Everyone (mistakenly) thought you were rich It’s not private school, no one paid for us to be there. 
10. Sports Centre PE Year 10 and 11 involved having PE lessons at the local sports centre because while your 

“impressive” school was steeped in history, its sports facilities were pretty poor and it had zero equipment of its 
own. 

11. Class guilt trips “I don’t care—it’s your own future you’re throwing down the drain” - the classic teacher guilt 
trip when she pretended she wouldn’t be personally shot  by the Headteacher if you dared get a D. 

12. Ancient text books Being handed a science book, or geography text book, or any book really, with names 
written in the front from the 1930s. 

13. And old hockey shinpads They were probably from the 1930s too and looked like they hadn’t been washed 
since then either. 

14. Playing on MS Paint counted as IT lessons unless you were the guinea pig for the GNVQ and had to teach  your 
teacher how to use a computer. 

15. The Year 7 Supermarket Sweep Why on earth were you told to buy all those dictionaries, thesauruses, maps, 
aprons and sports kits that you spent the whole of the first year carrying around? Then when you realised you 
didn’t need to actually carry them you left them in your locker until the end of Year 11. 


