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Dear Parents / Carers 

This has been an excellent year at DGGS with many and varied successes of our students in 
academic, sporting and extra-curricular fields.  However it has not been without its challenges.  I am 
writing to you when the weather outside is incredibly warm, while reflecting on a year where the 
weather has been hugely changable.  

Only a few months ago we had to close for the snow for the first time in a number of years.  The 

school site has been a challenge with the flood in September, followed quickly by a number of 
problems with the new boiler system and the electricity.  However, we are finishing this year with the 
news that the preparation work for building the new Science block is underway.  This is really great 
news.  The block will be completed during next year and will provide four excellent laboratories and a 
Science Prep room, very slightly increasing the number of teaching rooms available at school.  The 
work will mean repositioning the Music room over the summer ready for the September and the new 
school year.  

Science Block: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I have been really impressed by the resilience, and determination of our school community despite 
the disruptions.  The students’ good humour, politeness and dedication to their studies have shone 
through brightly.  I would like to take this opportunity to thank students and staff for their hard work, 
dedication and sense of humour.  All the staff here have worked so hard this year and it is a privilege 
to work alongside them: I am sure that you will join me in thanking them all.  

 

 



 

There have been a number of highlights this year and a large number of successes for individual 
students and groups. 

We are extremely proud of Vivian Hardy, one of our Year 11 
students, who has won the prestigious Arkwright Scholarship 
Award.  Arkwright Engineering Scholarships are awarded to 
students throughout the United Kingdom who aspire to a career 
in engineering, computing and related areas of technical 

design.  Vivian had to go through a very tough selection process including aptitude tests and an 
interview at Brunel University.  Well done Vivian, you’ve made DGGS proud! 

Again this year our Art students have achieved recognition as part 
of the National Students’ Art Exhibition. Seven pieces of our 
students’ art work have been selected to hang in the prestigious 
Mall Gallery in London.  Three of the pieces have been Highly 
Commended from the mixture of GCSE and A level work.  This is 
an amazing achievement and our students and their parents can 
enjoy visiting the gallery to see their work displayed. 

 

For the third year running DGGS Design Technology 
Department have taken part in the inter-schools 
competition Inspiration  for Engineering event at Kings 
School in Canterbury. 
Again, the competition 
was tough but for the 
second year in a row 
DGGS won the 
Innovative Design 

Award.  The students have worked hard during school 
lunchbreaks developing their designs and completing their racing 
car and achieved well deserved success.  

 
Lynda Pearce, curator of Dover Museum, paid a visit to 
the School and was very impressed by both the diversity 
and standard of all the exhibits from the Year 8 students’ 
enrichment challenge to create an exhibition piece.  The 
results are thoughtful and creative, with the girls using 
their talents to create a diverse range of work including 
mosaics, pastel paintings, models, poems, cakes, diaries 
and even an original piece of music composed to tell the 
story of slavery. 
 
 

It has been another busy year in the Science Technology Engineering and Mathematics  

enrichment. (STEM) 

The year has seen activities ranging from a visit to the South East Bigbang event at the Ardingly 

Showground through to Year 12 students talking to Rolls Royce engineers during a routine 

service of 2 Marine Engines. 



 

There have been STEM careers talks for older students by several female STEM Professionals; 

Year 8 taking part in a rocket car challenge in Enrichment Weeks; and many students visiting 

industrial sites and entering STEM based competitions.  Much of this is as a result of funding 

provided by the IET (The Institution of Engineering and Technology) for which we are truly 

grateful. 

 
Well done to Elena Kelsall, in year 8 for her great presentation at 

the Canterbury Innovation challenge at Canterbury Christchurch 

University.  

Her product was excellent and involved looking at innovative 

ideas to help others. She created a design for a Robot Pet, 

called the Intelligent Rabbit, which could act as a buddy for 

people with learning difficulties, older people suffering from 

Altzheimers and young children starting the journey of learning.  

It would react to touch and stroking but would also have voice 

activated system like Siri to help remind people about taking 

their drugs or appointments etc.   

 

Year 10 students took part in the Enterprising 

Science challenge in school.  This resulted in 

the best 12 students spending the day at 

Canterbury Christchurch University working 

with a range of STEM professionals in a 

university environment.  The students were 

split into mixed teams with students from 

other schools around Kent.  They had a good 

day and learned a lot about the varied world 

of STEM careers.  Two of the students were 

in the winning team on the day with others in 

the teams that came second and third. 

 

As part of the ongoing development of student skills Year 12 took part in a problem solving team 

building day.  The day was run by the former BT Round the World Yacht Race Technical Director 

Philip Lennard.  Students had to work in teams to solve a series of challenges and problems.  

The day was a mixture of fun and a challenging physical work out.  

 

 

 

 

 



 

DGGS have also had a very successful sporting year and these were celebrated at the Sports’ 
Award evening on Tuesday 3rd July.  Here are a few headlines of the DGGS sporting 
achievements: 

At the District Invitational Junior Athletics competition at Sir Roger Manwood’s School our Year 
8s came first and our year 7s came 2nd overall! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On Saturday 9th June, the Kent Schools Athletics Championships took place at the Julie Rose 

Athletics Stadium in Ashford.  

Two students from Dover Grammar School for Girls attended 

the competition representing the South East Kent Schools team.  Amy 

Goodhand in year 8 took part in the 1500 metre race against a very good 

field of athletes.  She finished second with a new personal best of 4 

minutes 57 seconds. Isabelle Harding in Year 9 was entered into two 

events; the High Jump and the 75m Hurdles. Isabelle finished second in 

her hurdles race with a personal best of 11.67 and finished first in the 

High Jump, again with a personal best of 1.58m.  

 

 

One of the highlights of the year was 
the Athletics completion at Duke of 
York’s Royal Military Academy, with 
students from Years 8, 9 and 10 
winning the Girl’s competition and the 
Powell Trophy for Athletics.  They 
competed in the junior and intermediate 
girls categories against 7 other schools 
in the district.  This is the first time in 30 
years that DGGS has won the trophy. 



 

 
And how could we possibly leave out the 
DGGS, Race for Life team! 
 
On Sunday 10th June, a team of Dover 
Grammar School for Girls students and 
staff headed to The Leas, Folkestone, to 
take part in the Race for Life. 
 
Conditions were fantastic and everybody 
that ran had a great time soaking up the 
sun and the atmosphere whilst raising 
awareness for a really worthy cause. 

 

Friday was our annual Sports Day and BBQ at the 
school field, and the day was full of all of the usual 
excitement and competitive spirit.  This year Stephen 

won the trophy but it was a gallant effort from all of the 
houses.  Mrs Guy and the PE department work 
extremely hard to ensure that our sports day is an all-
round favourite day in the school calendar. 

One particular highlight was the lunchtime dance off 
between Year 10 and Year 12. After a long time 
deliberating Mr Walton declared the result as a dead 
heat! 

We are currently in our annual Enrichment Fortnight and the school is a hive of activity.  Mr 

Walton has orchestrated a varied and exciting programme that is very much enjoyed by staff and 

students alike and is a fantastic way to end the academic year.  Enrichment Fortnight has been a 

jam packed and exciting opportunity for students.  The activities that students experienced 

enabled them to encounter a range of issues and gain some skills which are essential for our 

modern day life.  Throughout the week the theme of ‘curiosity’ enabled students to engage with 

these new experiences.  Every year group had a range of speakers that came in to school and 

delivered talks about their respective field.  For example, Year 8 had The Kenward Trust and 

Emmaus in school to deliver talks about their charities and their personal experiences allowing 

students to gain a different perspective about life. 

For the Nepal Day, we were extremely lucky to have had 
Mrs Roka, Ocin and Susanna’s mum in school teaching the 
students all about Nepalese food. Staff and students 
thoroughly enjoyed tasting the various food.  

Students 

were also 

given a talk 

from Sam 

Evans of 

Involver House where they learned about the 

complexity of Brexit and how it will directly affect them. 

 



 

Year 9s had a great day with Dover Rowing Club at the Dover Water Sports Centre learning how to 
row in our very own rowing boat!  

 

I would like to thank all parents that have signed up to and embraced the ParentMail system and 
downloaded the DGGS app.  I am very pleased that now over 99% of parents are using the system, 
that has enabled us to be more efficient and targeted with our home-school communication.  We have 
now started using the +Pay element which has allowed trips and visits to be paid online or via the 
ParentMail app.  

I would like to take this opportunity to thank all the parents who have made donations and/or paid 
their annual School Voluntary Fund, which can now be paid using this system.  The School Fund is so 
important to us as a school to top up our funding for textbooks and other educational resources in an 
era of shrinking budgets.  Can I give a gentle reminder to the remainder to those who haven’t fully 
paid?  As usual, all payments can be made by cash or cheques payable to DGGS Voluntary Fund, as 
well as the new online system.  

For a few months we have been working on a new school website, which should be up and running in 
the new academic year and provide an improved shop window for the school.  At the moment the 
quickest way to find out about school news, activities and achievements is our Twitter page 
@DGGS_Info.  Please do follow us!  We are aiming to get to 500 followers as soon as possible.  

As the end of the year approaches we have already said sad goodbyes to our Year 13 students 
and there are also a number of very much loved staff leaving.  It is always sad to say goodbye to 
colleagues who have given so much to the school. 

In September we are very pleased to welcome back Mrs J Davies (History) and Mrs N Graham 
(English) who will be returning from their maternity leaves.  We also have a group of very 
impressive new teachers and support staff starting in September.  Unfortunately, we will be 
saying goodbye to Mrs Adams (German) who will be moving with her family to Cornwall, Mrs 
Morin (French) will be moving to back to France and Mr Reay, who will be enjoying a well-
deserved retirement.  Mr Staiano (Geography) will be moving on to the Bethany School, Ms 
Wilson (History) who will be moving back abroad to a new school in Dubai, Miss Wooton (Maths) 
who is moving to Milton Keynes.  Interestingly, Mr Quinn our ICT technician is having a career 
change and becoming a driving instructor!  We also say good bye to Mr Mannerings (History) 
and  Mrs Robinson (Sociology) who have filled in temporarily for other staff. 

Finally I do hope you have all had a chance to read the article in the local paper and on Kent 
online, reporting that DGGS is the best school in the area according to the Real Schools Guide 
2018!  Just to clarify, we are not about to expand the school, but we do have the largest intake 
into Year 7 next year of 149 students.  Aware of this, we are increasing our pastoral staffing with 
new Assistant Head of Key Stage posts. Mr Bartlett (director of music, not my predecessor) will 
be working with Key Stage 3 and in Key Stage 4 Miss Collins will be taking on the role.  



 

And really finally, can I thank you for all your support for the school as parents, the strong 
partnership with our parents is one of the key strengths of the school. 

Can I take this opportunity to wish you all a safe and fabulous summer, and long may the sunshine 
last! 

Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
 
 

Mr RCF Benson 
Headteacher 


