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Welcome to DGGS! 

 

 

Dear Year 6, 

Welcome to DGGS! We hope you will be very happy here at the school and we look forward 

to meeting you in person very soon. 

The aim of this Welcome Booklet is to answer some of the many questions you will have 

about your move to secondary and help you to become part of our community.  Between now 

and September there will be a number of opportunities for you to get in touch with us and 

start to make links with other Year 6 students who will be coming up to DGGS in September. 

Through this booklet you will have the opportunity to meet key staff who will be working with 

you in September; see some of the main parts of the school; find out information about the 

subjects you will be studying and the layout of the day; and see some of the brilliant activities 

we do in addition to the curriculum.  

To help you get a better picture of the school we have also produced a video which can be 

found on the DGGS website (Go to http://www.dggs.kent.sch.uk/ and from there, follow the 

links to the Transition page).  Here you will see lots more information for you and your family, 

including our virtual tour of the school. 

We hope you enjoy this booklet and that it helps you to get a feel for the brilliant school you 

will be joining. 

Best wishes, 

The Key Stage 3 Team 
 

 

  

  

http://www.dggs.kent.sch.uk/


 

DGGS Character Values 

At DGGS we aim to develop and celebrate the values you have which contribute to you as a 

person.  We call these Character Values.  At DGGS we celebrate 5 values in particular. 

Our DGGS Character Values are: 

 

Mutual Respect:  

• Co-operation 

• Gratitude  

This value centres on a desire to treat everyone in the school community with respect, 

politeness and care, valuing the opinions of others.  Working together, understanding 

that it takes a range of personalities to create a working and effective community. 

 

Intellectual Curiosity 

• Aspiration 

• Diligence 

• Creativity 

This value is demonstrated through a hunger to learn and a desire to share knowledge 

with others.  It celebrates those who want to find out more about the world, and are willing to go out of 

their way to search for knowledge. 

 

Compassion  

• Consideration of Others  

• Kindness 

As a community we must care for each other and value every member of our team.  This 

means looking after those who are more vulnerable as well as inspiring those who look 

up to us and lending a helping hand when needed. 

 

Courage 

• Independence 

• Resilience 

• Positivity 

Taking risks, standing up for what is right, volunteering for new roles, trying new things 

when we are nervous of the outcomes are all central to courage. 

 

Moral Purpose 

• Integrity 

Upholding and living by rules which support our community.  Protecting those who need 

protection and encouraging a sense of what is right/wrong in others.  When living in a 

community there must be some guidance on procedure.  Formal rules have been kept to 

a minimum, but students are expected to behave courteously and to show consideration for others at 

all times. 

 

 

The DGGS Character Values are part of everything we 

do: assembly themes, activities in subjects and 

enrichment days, and form the basis of our Achievement 

Points (more later) to reward you for excellent work in 

school.  

  

https://thenounproject.com/term/freedom/1808203
https://thenounproject.com/term/ethic/2202376
https://thenounproject.com/term/intelligence/2310691
https://thenounproject.com/term/respect/2985053
https://thenounproject.com/term/ethically-sourced/2202194


 

Meet the Team 

Ms Fleutre is Head of Key Stage 3 and will oversee your pastoral 

wellbeing while you are at school. Her job is to ensure we respond to 

any concerns and to work closely with you and your parents to 

ensure you thrive here.  She has an office upstairs in Frith Road 

House. 

 

Mr Langton is Year 7 Coordinator and is in charge of ensuring you have 

the best start at DGGS. He will work closely with parents, form tutors and 

teachers to make sure you have everything you need and that you are 

fitting into DGGS.  

 

Mr Bartlett is Assistant Head of Key Stage 3 and oversees how well 

you are doing academically, as well as being there to offer help and 

support. Mr Bartlett is in the front office of Frith Road House. 

 

Miss Letheren is our Student Support for Key Stage 3. 

She is there to support you if you have any worries, are not well, or just need 

to ask a question about school. Miss Letheren is also in the front office of Frith 

Road House. 

 

Ms Widdup is Assistant Headteacher who oversees KS3. 

Her role is to make sure you are thriving in Year 7 and works closely with 

the team. Her other role is SENCO and coordinates support for you if you 

have any additional needs, making sure you have everything you need to 

succeed in learning. Ms Widdup’s office in on the Middle corridor opposite 

the staffroom. 

 

Miss Carnall is our Pastoral TA and she is there to support you if you are 

finding parts of school a struggle. Miss Carnall is based in the Welcome 

Room on the M corridor. 

 

Jennie Cooper is our Wellbeing Coach who is available to work with you if 

you are worried, unhappy or are struggling. Her job is to give you strategies 

to help you build good habits and manage any challenges which may come 

your way. Mrs Cooper’s room in upstairs in Frith Road House. 

 

 

You will also have a Form Tutor and a great many teachers who are all here at DGGS to help 

you and ensure you thrive at your new school. 

 



 

Getting to Know Your New School 

Here are some of the main areas of school which you may like to see: 
          

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Pictures top to bottom: 

1. Main/ Visitor’s Entrance 

2. New Entrance Hall for students 

3. New Entrance Hall Art display 

(attendance on Left) 

4. Canteen in Hall 

5. Netball court 

6. Gym 

7. Lockers/ changing room 

8. Rose Garden 

9. E Block and J Block 

10. DT room 

11. Frith Road House 

12. New Science 

13. New Science entrance 

14. The Zone 

15. Car Park entrance (Frith Road bus stop) 

16. Park Avenue bus stop 

17. The Library 

 

DGGS is an old school with 

lots of new buildings and to 

help you familiarise yourself 



with the location of all the rooms we have out together a video of the school.  Look out for this 

on our school website! Just click on the link to the Transition Page from the Main Menu. Here 

you will see an electronic copy of this booklet, a virtual tour of the school and other 

information you may need. 

 

 

Houses 

We have four houses at DGGS and you will be a member of one of them.  If you have a 

sibling at the school, you will be put in the same house.  Information about which house you 

belong to will be sent out soon… watch this space! 

Our houses are: 

          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      St Martin           Steven de Pencester 

 

          

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     Queen Ethelburga

                                          Hubert de Burgh 

  

 

  



 

Clubs and whole school activities 

There are a wide range of clubs and activities which you can join when you are with us. 

Clubs and house activities are a great way of making friends, learning new skills and building 

confidence.  Many clubs and activities are open to students from all year groups and are run 

by our Sixth Form Prefect Team. Most clubs (apart from some sports) run at lunchtime so 

that you can still catch the bus home. 

Clubs include: 

• Drama club  

• Librarians 

• Art club 

• Choir 

• Band 

• Sports clubs including netball, hockey and tag 

rugby 

• Subject specific help clubs 

House activities throughout the year include:  

• House Drama 

• House Music 

• House Dance 

• Tag Rugby 

• House Netball 

• Sports Day 

Enrichment and charity Activities 

Every year DGGS runs House Days which allow students to work together to create creative 

and exciting projects. 

DGGS Enrichment Fortnight at the end of the year is a time for trips, activities and group 

work to celebrate the end of a hard working year. Charity events raise thousands of pounds 

for good causes every year. 

 

      



 

Your Timetable and Curriculum 

You will be studying many more subjects than you have been used to in your current school 

and your lessons will take place in different rooms across the school. 

The school day will be set out like this: 

Registration and form time 8.40 to 9.10 
Period 1 9.10 to 10.00 
Period 2 10.00 to 10.50 
Break 
Period 3 11.10 to 12.00 
Period 4 12.00 to 12.50 

Lunchtime 
Period 5 1.50 to 2.40 
Period 6 2.40 to 3.30 

Home time 
 

In Year 7 you will be studying the following subjects:  

English, Maths, Science, French, German, Geography, History, Art, Computing, DT, Music, 

PE, PHSE, RE 

Homework 

One of the biggest changes for many students in homework. To help you get into a routine, 

we publish a homework timetable which spreads your learning across the week.  Homework 

can take some getting used to and we will guide you on the best routines when you begin 

with us in September. We know homework will be something many of you will be worried 

about but we will help you in September to develop good strategies to manage this. 

Achievement and Behaviour points 

The school’s Achievement and Behaviour Code has been developed with students and aims 

to reward you for all your achievement – whether they are academic, extra-curricular or 

pastoral.  Achievement points are awarded by teachers and link to our Character Values. We 

celebrate your achievements in assembly through prizes and certificates. 

We ask all students to follow the Behaviour for Learning 3Rs: Be Ready to Learn, Be 

Respectful and Be Rigorous. The school also has a clear behaviour code to encourage all 

students to make the right choices and reflect on these choices with adults around them. 

 

 



Uniform 

Here is the school uniform for DGGS: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Did you know..? 

Your blazer is eco-friendly and is made from 18 recycled plastic bottles? 

       

Black polishable shoes with low heels 

School blazer with crest and white shirt  

School issue skirt stopping at the knee 

PE Kit in house colours 

Leggings also available for colder days 



 

FAQ:  

We’ve asked Year 7 to answer some of the more frequently asked questions you may have.  

We hope they are helpful! 

1. What happens if I get lost? 

“You can always ask any student or teacher who is nearby” 

 

“You can ask an older student for help, or a passing teacher. The teachers understand 

if you are late for the first week or so!” 

 

“If you need help finding something, ask somebody around you where to go. You could 

stay with a group of friends so that you all learn where everything is.” 

 

2. How quickly will get used to having a timetable? 

“On the first day it is a bit confusing as you will get your timetable, but you won’t start 

proper lessons, after a while once proper lessons start you will get used to getting your 

books ready every day, so don't worry it is very easy to get used to!” 

 

3. Will I get into trouble if I forget my homework? 

“It is quite a lot at the start but after a while you will get used to it, if you ever need help 

you can always ask a teacher or class mate for some help!” 

 

“Not for the first week or so… you don’t get set much at the start of the year, but 

obviously homework is important so it is compulsory you hand it in.” 

 

4. I am worried about making friends: should I be? 

“Never let fear hold you back from doing the things you want to do. Everyone is just as 
nervous as you and remember we all want to make new friends. You will always have 
someone.” 
 
“Never be afraid, always remember that there are many students who join in Year 7 
and there is always at least one who is willing to be your friend!” 
 
“No, you shouldn’t. Everyone is nice when you start… everyone is probably just as 
nervous as you about making friends!” 
 
“Some people struggle with making friends, others find it really easy. Don’t focus on 

trying to be the person with the most friends. Some people might only make a few 

friends at the beginning but you will eventually make more. If you see someone on 

their own, maybe try and go to them and introduce yourself, even a small thing like 

that could make someone feel a lot happier.” 

 

5. Are the teachers really scary? 

“I would say don't worry, none of the teachers bite, don't hesitate to ask them a 

question.” 

 

“Not a bit. They are very helpful and kind towards everyone in the school. School is 

supposed to be your safe place when away from home and the teachers are the ones 

that make it feel that.” 

 

“No. The teachers are really nice and encouraging, but at first you do feel quite 
intimidated but really, they are there to support you which they all do!” 
 



6. Where do I go if I am worried or something has happened? 

“It depends on the problem, if you are not getting on well with class mates or small 
issues, your form tutor would be willing to deal with the matter. If it is much bigger 
Student Support will always be there for you! There is also a lot of wellbeing support.” 

 
“There are also stickers on door windows that say "happy to talk" That means that if 

you have a problem they are willing to talk about it with you.” 

 

7. What about the older students? Are they scary? 

“Not really.” 
 
“Yes, at first.” 
 
“We have prefects from the Sixth Form who work with us and show us that they are 
there to help. They are very approachable and organise many events for us.” 
 
“I have a Sixth Form mentor and she’s amazing” 
 

8. What is the food like in the canteen? 

“The canteen food is extremely delicious and tastes very fresh. Also, the staff are 

lovely.” 

 

“The canteen can get very crowded easily but the food is always amazing. There is 

always something in the canteen that you will like. Also, I recommend the Pretzels at 

break.” 

 

9. What happens if I forget my bus pass/ lunch fob? 

“The dinner ladies are super kind and will definitely help you, so don't hesitate to ask 

them for any help with your fob cards.” 

 

“Make sure to always bring some spare money wherever you go so you can pay for 

the bus if you forget your pass or you forget your SQUID card. Plus, everyone is very 

nice and will be happy to help you” 

 

10. What are the best parts of being a DGGS student? 

“At DGGS it is a lot of fun, especially house events and tag days. There are many 

charity events and opportunities for you to get involved with different clubs! For me the 

best part is the AMAZING house events that take place” 

 

“We have exciting house events and 
there is a charity event at least once a 
month to enjoy and help out with. 
Everyone is respectful and kind towards 
each other.” 
 
“All of it really!” 

 

“Being a DGGS student is amazing. 

There are house events, charity events, 

tag days and lots more fun activities to 

take part in. There are also lunch time 

clubs for you to take part in.” 

 

 



 

A Final Word from your Prefects 

 
Mia- Head Prefect 

Hello! My name is Mia, and I am this year’s Head Prefect here at Dover Grammar School for Girls. 

We would all like to say a big welcome and we hope that you are excited to begin your new journey at 

DGGS! Starting your new school may feel daunting but we are here to remind you there is nothing to 

worry about. I started here at Dover Girls in 2015 and the last 6 years have taught me so much, 

therefore I would like to share some of my experiences with you. 

Dover Girls is a tight knit community that has an outstanding approach towards raising students’ 

confidence. My first memory of this being demonstrated was on the very first day of Year 7 whilst 

meeting my new form group. Our form tutor had organised small activities that allowed all of us to get 

to know one another, which meant from the offset we were able to start making connections with 

fellow students, who to this day I still consider close friends! My top tip for your first day is to 

remember that every other Year 7 is in the exact same position as you! I would like to reassure you 

the nervous feeling you may be having is shared by everyone else, so do not feel alone. 

The strong community here at DGGS is largely influenced by the various events and competitions we 

hold. Alongside subject specific clubs, we have the House system made up of four Houses: Ethel, 

Martin, Hubert, and Stephen. Our House events are my personal highlight of the year and are always 

a blast to be involved in, especially if you are competitive like me! Throughout the year we hold House 

Music and House Drama, which is great for those who love to perform, and lots of House sporting 

events including rowing, netball, rugby and cross country. Another important mention is Christmas 

here at DGGS. I think that every student would agree that the Christmas Fashion Show is one of the 

many features that makes the schooling experience here so enjoyable and unique! 

Dover Girls’ overall atmosphere is a fantastic space to learn whilst also achieving personal growth. 

The teachers here will help you to improve as best they can, whilst making sure that your confidence 

stays the number one priority, because this will help you to have faith in yourself and your own 

abilities. If at any point you do feel like you need to speak to someone about any concerns you may 

be having, there is a fantastic support system in place where you can voice your worries and receive 

helpful advice to move you in the right direction. And remember, the members of the Lead Prefect 

Team are always willing to help, that is what we are here for! If you have any questions at all do not 

be afraid to come and ask, we are happy to come and chat with you. 

Finally, I would like to wish you all the best for your future years at DGGS. No matter what path you 

decide to take, I can guarantee that your choices will be supported, and you will have guidance every 

step of the way. I cannot wait to meet you all soon! Mia 

 

Ben- Deputy Head Prefect 

Hi everyone, my name is Ben and I am a Deputy Head Prefect here at DGGS! I hope you all 

feel excited to start at a new school, but I understand that it can be daunting too. Having started here 

last September, I have been made to feel very welcome and instantly became a part of the Dover 

Girls team, and I am sure that you will too! 

This school provides a great community and an amazing atmosphere for learning, which helps you 

grow in confidence whilst giving you everything you need academically. All the staff and students here 

are always happy to help so don’t be afraid to ask for it at any point. As a member of the Sixth Form 

Team, having transferred from Dover Grammar School for Boys, I can completely understand the 

feeling of starting at a new school and the stress that it can bring. However, as you will instantly come 

to realise, everyone is in the same boat – and we are all waiting for you with open arms. 

Moving into secondary school will always feel daunting, but just remember there are so many things 

to look forward to as well! We have many extra-curricular clubs and societies that are always 

available in your free time; and as you transfer into a brand-new Key Stage, you will be offered much 

more freedom than you have had before. No matter what path you decide to take within our school,  

 

you are guaranteed an unforgettable experience, in which you will meet many new friends, connect 

with a variety of people and make decisions that will lead to your future beyond academia. 



We have a fantastic support team to attend to any needs or worries you may have; no matter how big 

or small – so please feel free to get in touch! Although we may seem scary, once you have spoken to 

any one of us you will come to realise we friendly and willing to help. Once again, we are all looking 

forward to meeting you and hope you enjoy the school as much as do! 

 

Katy- Lead Prefect 

Hi! My name is Katy and I’m one of the Deputy Head Prefects here at DGGS. I remember being really 

nervous transitioning into this school, but as soon as I joined I was overwhelmed with welcomes and 

support. 

There is a massive range of activities for you to be a part of, ranging from sports to trips abroad. 

Becoming a part of these great opportunities will help you in interacting with different people in the 

school, whilst also improving your abilities and skills! 

I have been an active member of various groups within the school, whether it be going to Italy for a 

Geography trip, being a part of the German exchange or captaining our school football team. These 

have helped me to create new friends, as well as to develop my understanding outside of the school 

curriculum! 

My favourite part of DGGS is the House Events: House Drama, House Music, and Sports Day. These 

all really boost the school community and enhance competition between all the houses; and it’s safe 

to say that the majority of students here are highly competitive during these events!  

I can’t wait to meet all of you when you’re here! If you ever need advice or support then feel free to 

come and find me! – Katy 

 

Phoebe- Lead Prefect 

Hello! My name’s Phoebe and I am a Lead Prefect at DGGS. Joining such a big school, coming from 

a small primary was an overwhelming process for me, but everyone was so welcoming. It is really a 

much less stressful experience than you may be imagining as there are always people to go to if you 

ever need help around school, both staff and students are not as scary as they may seem.  

One of my favourite things about DGGS compared to primary is the amount of opportunities it offers 

to students. From charity events to Sports day, there’s never a shortage of options, and we will 

always encourage you to get involved! Things like clubs and house events are great ways to get out 

of your comfort zone (or take part in something you enjoy!) and meet new friends outside your form or 

year group.  

It is a massive change and I know it may seem daunting but please do not hesitate to come up to any 

of the Prefect Team if you ever need anything, big or small, and I am looking towards meeting you all 

in September :) 

 

Kelsie- Lead Prefect 

Hi! My name is Kelsie and I am a Lead Prefect here at DGGS. I have been at the school since 2015 

when I started in Year 7 and have had a very memorable time here with lots and lots of laughs. 

My time at DGGS has also shaped me into the student I am now, with all my knowledge I have 

developed, and skills I now have ready to enter the adult world. Being a student at DGGS was always 

something I desired from a young age: I’d like to think that’s the same for many of you.  

When I first started, I remember the nerves and anxiety that I had but once you start getting into your 

own routine here, all of that is likely to disappear. There are always people here to help you if you are 

struggling with anything, whether it’s your form tutors, one of the prefects or a member of the SLT, 

they are all there to help and support you with anything.  

 

 

 

 

One of the things I admire the most about the school is the encouragement to push your education 

and understanding so much further. This can be done through help clubs or societies where you can 

strengthen your knowledge in subjects you may be struggling with and can also learn new things and 

meet new people in all years which is a great way to strengthen your confidence at the school.  



I hope it all go well for all of you and that you grow to one day view the school as I do. Can’t wait to 

see you all soon! Kelsie 

 

Izzy- Lead Prefect 

Hi! I’m Izzy, and a Lead Prefect here at DGGS. I can remember joining in Year 7 vividly, and I know it 

can be overwhelming coming to a new school that is likely to be much bigger than your current one. 

My primary school was particularly small, so I can remember just how daunting the prospect can feel. 

However, there is no need to worry. I quickly settled in and know you will too! Everyone (whether it be 

form tutors, Key Stage staff or us prefects) is extremely welcoming, supportive and friendly so will be 

happy to help with any questions or problems that you may have, no matter how big or small. All you 

have to do is ask!  

Teachers, support staff and students all work together closely which is just one of the reasons why 

DGGS is so great! The strong sense of community means that there are always new opportunities, 

activities and support on offer. House Day has always been one of my favourite days of the year, as 

you get to take the day off timetable to collaborate with all the other year groups to work on a project 

for the day. You also get to choose your subject area, meaning that you can work on what you are 

passionate about and learn from those around you. 

Hopefully you will enjoy your time here at DGGS as much as I have (I am certain you will) and 

remember that everyone is happy to help! Hopefully see you soon, stay safe! Izzy 

 

Chloe- Lead Prefect 

Hi! My name is Chloe, and I am a Lead Prefect here at DGGS and I’ve been a student here since 

2015. I know that joining any secondary school can be a little bit nerve-wracking and daunting, but I 

am confident that this school community will give you a very warm welcome and that you’ll feel at 

home here very soon! I can remember feeling nervous on my first day as I didn’t really have many 

people with me from my primary school but that turned out to not be a problem as I quickly made 

friends with other people in my form and the teachers made me feel very welcome! My favourite part 

of joining the school was making new friends and meeting my new teachers; we had a variety of fun 

activities set up in order for us to get to know each other better. These activities are very good at 

breaking the ice and making you laugh (something that you’ll do a lot of here) and will allow you to 

feel more comfortable. 

I can confidently say that DGGS is a warm, welcoming school with a very close community made up 

of lovely students who are very friendly. Although it's easier said than done, you do not need to be 

really, really nervous as there are so many people here that want to help you have an enjoyable 

experience and to help you achieve the best you can. After 6 years of being at DGGS, I can happily 

say that they have been the best years of my life and I hope they’ll be some of yours too. It might be 

difficult to adapt to this new environment at first but there are lots of people here that are willing to 

help you along and it's important to remember that everyone joining this school is in the same boat as 

you’re not doing this alone! 

I hope you have a lovely time here at DGGS and I can’t wait to see you all this September! Myself and 

other members of the Lead Prefect team will always be happy to have a chat with you (I promise you 

we’re not scary). I hope you enjoy your summer and that you’re looking forward to your new 

adventure here at DGGS! – Chloe 

 

 

 


