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Welcome to DGGS 



 

Welcome to DGGS! 

 

 

Dear Year 6, 

Welcome to DGGS! We hope you will be very happy here at the school and we look forward 

to meeting you in person very soon. 

The aim of this Welcome Booklet is to answer some of the many questions you will have 

about your move to secondary and help you to become part of our community.  Between now 

and September there will be a number of opportunities for you to get in touch with us and 

start to make links with other Year 6 students who will be coming up to DGGS in September. 

Through this booklet you will have the opportunity to meet key staff who will be working with 

you in September; see some of the main parts of the school; find out information about the 

subjects you will be studying and the layout of the day; and see some of the brilliant activities 

we do in addition to the curriculum.  

To help you get a better picture of the school we have also produced a video which can be 

found on the DGGS website (Go to http://www.dggs.kent.sch.uk/ and from there, follow the 

links to the Transition page).  Here you will see lots more information for you and your family, 

including out virtual tour of the school. 

We hope you enjoy this booklet and that it helps you to get a feel for the brilliant school you 

will be joining. 

Best wishes, 

The Key Stage 3 Team 
 

 

  

  

http://www.dggs.kent.sch.uk/


 

DGGS Character Values 

At DGGS we aim to develop and celebrate the values you have which contribute to you as a 

person.  We call these Character Values.  At DGGS we celebrate 5 values in particular. 

Our DGGS Character Values are: 

 

Mutual Respect:  

 Co-operation 

 Gratitude  

This value centres on a desire to treat everyone in the school community with respect, 

politeness and care, valuing the opinions of others.  Working together, understanding 

that it takes a range of personalities to create a working and effective community. 

 

Intellectual Curiosity 

 Aspiration 

 Diligence 

 Creativity 

This value is demonstrated through a hunger to learn and a desire to share knowledge 

with others.  It celebrates those who want to find out more about the world, and are willing to go out of 

their way to search for knowledge. 

 

Compassion  

 Consideration of Others  

 Kindness 

As a community we must care for each other and value every member of our team.  This 

means looking after those who are more vulnerable as well as inspiring those who look 

up to us and lending a helping hand when needed. 

 

Courage 

 Independence 

 Resilience 

 Positivity 

Taking risks, standing up for what is right, volunteering for new roles, trying new things 

when we are nervous of the outcomes are all central to courage. 

 

Moral Purpose 

 Integrity 

Upholding and living by rules which support our community.  Protecting those who need 

protection and encouraging a sense of what is right/wrong in others.  When living in a 

community there must be some guidance on procedure.  Formal rules have been kept to a minimum, 

but students are expected to behave courteously and to show consideration for others at all times. 

 

 

The DGGS Character Values are part of everything we 

do: assembly themes, activities in subjects and 

enrichment days, and form the basis of our Achievement 

Points (more later) to reward you for excellent work in 

school.  

  

https://thenounproject.com/term/freedom/1808203
https://thenounproject.com/term/ethic/2202376
https://thenounproject.com/term/intelligence/2310691
https://thenounproject.com/term/respect/2985053
https://thenounproject.com/term/ethically-sourced/2202194


 

Meet the Team 

Ms G. Fleutre is Head of Key Stage 3 and will oversee your pastoral 

wellbeing while you are at school. Her job is to ensure we respond to 

any concerns and to work closely with you and your parents to 

ensure you thrive here.  She has an office upstairs in Frith Road 

House. 

 

 

Mr P. Graham is Year 7 Coordinator and is in charge of ensuring you have the 

best start at DGGS. He will work closely with parents, form tutors and teachers 

to make sure you have everything you need and that you are fitting into DGGS. 

 

 

 

Mr M. Bartlett is Assistant Head of Key Stage 3 and oversees how 

well you are doing academically, as well as being there to offer help 

and support. Mr Bartlett is in the front office of Frith Road House. 

 

 

Miss Letheren is our Student Support for Key Stage 3. She is there to support 

you if you have any worries, are not well, or just need to ask a question about 

school. Miss Letheren is also in the front office of Frith Road House. 

 

 

Ms Widdup is Assistant Headteacher who oversees KS3. Her role is to 

make sure you are thriving in Year 7 and works closely with the team. Her 

other role is SENCO and coordinates support for you if you have any 

additional needs, making sure you have everything you need to succeed in 

learning. Ms Widdup’s office in on the Middle corridor opposite the 

staffroom. 

 

Jennie Cooper is our Wellbeing Coach who is available to work with you if 

you are worried, unhappy or are struggling. Her job is to give you strategies 

to help you build good habits and manage any challenges which may come 

your way. Mrs Cooper’s room in upstairs in Frith Road House. 

 

You will also have a Form Tutor and a great many teachers who are all here 

at DGGS to help you and ensure you thrive at your new school. 

 

 



 

Getting to Know Your New School 

Here are some of the main areas of school which you may like to see: 
          

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Pictures top to bottom: 

1. Main/ Visitor’s Entrance 

2. New Entrance Hall for students 

3. New Entrance Hall Art display 

(attendance on Left) 

4. Canteen in Hall 

5. Netball court 

6. Gym 

7. Lockers/ changing room 

8. Rose Garden 

9. E Block and J Block 

10. DT room 

11. Frith Road House 

12. New Science 

13. New Science entrance 

14. The Zone 

15. Car Park entrance (Frith Road bus stop) 

16. Park Avenue bus stop 

17. The Library 

 

DGGS is an old school with 

lots of new buildings and to 

help you familiarise yourself 

with the location of all the 

rooms we have out together a 

video of the school.  Look out 

for this on our school website! 

Just click on the link to the 

Transition Page from the Main 

Menu. Here you will see an 

electronic copy of this booklet, 

a virtual tour of the school and 

other information you may 

need. 



 

 

Houses 

We have four houses at DGGS and you will be a member of one of them.  If you have a 

sibling at the school, you will be put in the same house.  Information about which house you 

belong to will be sent out soon… watch this space! 

Our houses are: 

          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      St Martin           Steven de Pencester 

 

          

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     Queen Ethelburga                                          Hubert de Burgh   

 

  



 

Clubs and whole school activities 

There are a wide range of clubs and activities which you can join when you are with us. 

Clubs and house activities are a great way of making friends, learning new skills and building 

confidence.  Many clubs and activities are open to students from all year groups and are run 

by our Sixth Form Prefect Team. Most clubs (apart from some sports) run at lunchtime so 

that you can still catch the bus home. 

Clubs include: 

 Drama club  

 Librarians 

 Art club 

 Choir 

 Band 

 Sports clubs including netball, hockey and tag 

rugby 

 Subject specific help clubs 

House activities throughout the year include:  

 House drama 

 House music 

 House dance 

 Tag rugby 

 House netball 

 Sports Day 

Enrichment and charity Activities 

Every year DGGS runs House Days which allow students to work together to create creative 

and exciting projects. 

DGGS Enrichment Fortnight at the end of the year is a time for trips, activities and group 

work to celebrate the end of a hard working year. Charity events raise thousands of pounds 

for good causes every year. 

 

      



 

Your Timetable and Curriculum 

You will be studying many more subjects than you have been used to in your current school 

and your lessons will take place in different rooms across the school. 

The school day will be set out like this: 

Registration and form time 8.40 to 9.10 

Period 1 9.10 to 10.00 

Period 2 10.00 to 10.50 

Break 

Period 3 11.10 to 12.00 

Period 4 12.00 to 12.50 

Lunchtime 

Period 5 1.50 to 2.40 

Period 6 2.40 to 3.30 

Home time 

 

In Year 7 you will be studying the following subjects:  

English, Maths, Science, French, German, Geography, History, Art, Computing, DT, Music, 

PE, PHSE, RE 

Homework 

One of the biggest changes for many students in homework. To help you get into a routine, 

we publish a homework timetable which spreads your learning across the week.  Homework 

can take some getting used to and we will guide you on the best routines when you begin 

with us in September. We know homework will be something many of you will be worried 

about but we will help you in September to develop good strategies to manage this. 

Achievement and Behaviour points 

The school’s Achievement and Behaviour Code has been developed with students and aims 

to reward you for all your achievement – whether they are academic, extra-curricular or 

pastoral.  Achievement points are awarded by teachers and link to our Character Values. We 

celebrate your achievements in assembly through prizes and certificates. 

We ask all students to follow the Behaviour for Learning 3Rs: Be Ready to Learn, Be 

Respectful and Be Rigorous. The school also has a clear behaviour code to encourage all 

students to make the right choices and reflect on these choices with adults around them. 

 



 

Uniform 

Here is the school uniform for DGGS: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Did you know..? 

Your blazer is eco-friendly and is made from 18 recycled plastic bottles? 

       

Black polishable shoes with low heels 

School blazer with crest and white shirt  

School issue skirt stopping at the knee 

PE Kit in house colours 

Leggings also available for colder days 



 

FAQ:  

We’ve asked Year 7 to answer some of the more frequently asked questions you may have.  

We hope they are helpful! 

1. What happens if I get lost? 

“You can always ask any student or teacher who is nearby” 

 

“You can ask an older student for help, or a passing teacher. The teachers understand 

if you are late for the first week or so!” 

 

“If you need help finding something, ask somebody around you where to go. You could 

stay with a group of friends so that you all learn where everything is.” 

 

2. How quickly will get used to having a timetable? 

“On the first day it is a bit confusing as you will get your timetable, but you won’t start 

proper lessons, after a while once proper lessons start you will get used to getting your 

books ready every day, so don't worry it is very easy to get used to!” 

 

3. Will I get into trouble if I forget my homework? 

“It is quite a lot at the start but after a while you will get used to it, if you ever need help 

you can always ask a teacher or class mate for some help!” 

 

“Not for the first week or so… you don’t get set much at the start of the year, but 

obviously homework is important so it is compulsory you hand it in.” 

 

4. I am worried about making friends: should I be? 

“Never let fear hold you back from doing the things you want to do. Everyone is just as 
nervous as you and remember we all want to make new friends. You will always have 
someone.” 
 
“Never be afraid, always remember that there are many students who join in Year 7 
and there is always at least one who is willing to be your friend!” 
 
“No, you shouldn’t. Everyone is nice when you start… everyone is probably just as 
nervous as you about making friends!” 
 
“Some people struggle with making friends, others find it really easy. Don’t focus on 

trying to be the person with the most friends. Some people might only make a few 

friends at the beginning but you will eventually make more. If you see someone on 

their own, maybe try and go to them and introduce yourself, even a small thing like 

that could make someone feel a lot happier.” 

 

5. Are the teachers really scary? 

“I would say don't worry, none of the teachers bite, don't hesitate to ask them a 

question.” 

 

“Not a bit. They are very helpful and kind towards everyone in the school. School is 

supposed to be your safe place when away from home and the teachers are the ones 

that make it feel that.” 

 

“No. The teachers are really nice and encouraging, but at first you do feel quite 
intimidated but really, they are there to support you which they all do!” 



 

6. Where do I go if I am worried or something has happened? 

“It depends on the problem, if you are not getting on well with class mates or small 
issues, your form tutor would be willing to deal with the matter. If it is much bigger 
Student Support will always be there for you! There is also a lot of wellbeing support.” 

 
“There are also stickers on door windows that say "happy to talk" That means that if 

you have a problem they are willing to talk about it with you.” 

 

7. What about the older students? Are they scary? 

“Not really.” 
 
“Yes, at first.” 
 
“We have prefects from the Sixth Form who work with us and show us that they are 
there to help. They are very approachable and organise many events for us.” 
 
“I have a Sixth Form mentor and she’s amazing” 
 

8. What is the food like in the canteen? 

“The canteen food is extremely delicious and tastes very fresh. Also, the staff are 

lovely.” 

 

“The canteen can get very crowded easily but the food is always amazing. There is 

always something in the canteen that you will like. Also, I recommend the Pretzels at 

break.” 

 

9. What happens if I forget my bus pass/ lunch fob? 

“The dinner ladies are super kind and will definitely help you, so don't hesitate to ask 

them for any help with your fob cards.” 

 

“Make sure to always bring some spare money wherever you go so you can pay for 

the bus if you forget your pass or you forget your SQUID card. Plus, everyone is very 

nice and will be happy to help you” 

 

10. What are the best parts of being a DGGS student? 

“At DGGS it is a lot of fun, especially house events and tag days. There are many 

charity events and opportunities for you to get involved with different clubs! For me the 

best part is the AMAZING house events that take place” 

 

“We have exciting house events and there is a charity event at least once a month to 
enjoy and help out with. Everyone is respectful and kind towards each other.” 
 
“All of it really!” 

 

“Being a DGGS student is amazing. 

There are house events, charity events, 

tag days and lots more fun activities to 

take part in. There are also lunch time 

clubs for you to take part in.” 

 

 

 



 

Some Final Messages from your School Prefects 

Grace 

My name is Grace Leaman, and I am Head Prefect here at Dover 

Grammar School for Girls. I’d like to wish you a warm welcome to our 

school! I hope that you all feel as at home here as I do. I have had six 

years of experience at the school, so I thought it would be good to 

share with you some of the things you have to look forward to.  

Being at DGGS has helped me improve my confidence so much; I 

honestly feel that I would not be the person I am today without the 

support of the school. Both the teachers and students make you feel 

so at home, and if you speak to any member of the Prefect team they 

will most probably tell you that one of the things they love most about 

school is the strength and support offered by the community.  

This sense of community is built through not only your form group, but the House System too. Here at 

DGGS we have four houses, with a house event for everyone! House Music for those of you that love 

to perform, House Drama for those of you that love to act or help in stage production and many sport 

events if you love sport. But at first, if you don’t feel confident performing or taking part for any reason, 

you can rely on the support and encouragement of the community to make you feel accepted and 

comfortable getting involved.  

I am a member of the School Band: it is incredible to be able to play as a collective, we also go on 

trips abroad to play in front of an audience, so if you play an instrument consider getting involved! Not 

to mention, we have an incredible wellbeing support system offered here at DGGS, so if you ever 

have something worrying you, just know that you have people to talk to that will ensure your worries 

are dealt with and you will be supported.  

I know this may not be the start to your secondary school experience you may have expected, but just 

know that the amazing teachers, the incredible support staff and your Lead Prefect Team are here to 

support you along the way. I hope that your years at DGGS will be some of the best of your life - I 

know mine have. I’m so excited to meet you all soon! Grace 

Anna 

Hello! My name is Anna, I’m one of the Lead Prefects and I started here at 

DGGS in 2014. I remember feeling so excited to start a new school. My 

favourite part of the new experience was meeting all the girls in my form and 

my form tutor. Although the school felt so big to start with, all the older girls 

were friendly, and I knew that I could ask anyone for directions or guidance if I 

got a bit stuck. Starting learning here at DGGS, I really liked the chance to try 

new subjects that I hadn’t tried at primary school, such as Performing Arts and 

Latin. There is always the challenge to find something new, which you can 

explore further. There are so many clubs and events for you to join in with! 

One of my top tips for DGGS is get involved with whatever you can. The 

school does a lot of work for charities, which is very rewarding and also 

enjoyable too. Make the most of every opportunity given to you. 

Another part of the school which I really enjoy is having Form Prefects. These are three or four Year 

12s that visit your form every Tuesday and Thursday, to provide activities for your form times. I 

remember my Form Prefects from Year 7, and they were so helpful and we could ask any questions 

or talk to them about any worries. In Year 12, I became a Form Prefect myself for a Year 7 form, and I 

loved their enthusiasm with every task we gave them! 

I hope that this has helped you in these very strange times. The teachers, student support staff, 

Prefect team and your form tutors are all here to support you, and I can’t wait to meet you!  Anna 

 



 

Issy 

Hi! My name is Issy Doherty and I am one of the Deputy Head Prefects. Joining 
a new school is daunting and I can really understand that as I only started at 
Dover Girls last September. DGGS welcomed me with open arms and 
consistently encourages me to partake in activities I would never have thought 
about doing before. The community we have at our school is so welcoming and 
you never feel out of place, from our House days that allow you to branch out 
and interact with other years to Sixth Form students leading your form lessons 
every week.  
 
Once we get to meet in person please do not hesitate to come and talk to any of 
us. We would love to help you out and we are not scary I promise! I hope you and your families are 
safe and I can’t wait to meet you all.  
 
Izzie 

Hi! I’m Izzie, one of the Deputy Lead Prefects at DGGS. I remember 

joining the school 6 years ago and how scary it initially felt. The idea of 

changing schools and meeting new people seemed terrifying. However, I 

couldn’t have been more wrong.  

Everyone was so welcoming, making sure that we all felt settled. The older 

years helped us with directions and the teachers made sure we 

understood all the rules. Our form tutors made sure that we all felt 

comfortable and we had no problems. Soon enough, I felt like a proper student studying at DGGS. 

I must say that one of the best parts of our school is all the support we get, whether it be for our 

mental health through our wellbeing services or our academic learning through help clubs. The staff 

also have a “Happy to Talk” policy, encouraging us students to speak up and actively get help if we 

need it. Another thing I love about DGGS is the vast range of extra-curricular activities we have. 

There is something for everyone! We have a science club (a personal favourite of mine), where you 

can do cool experiments, lots of sports clubs, with a variety of sports to choose from, and a book 

group for those who really love reading!   

It feels weird not meeting you all in person, but I hope this has helped. I know that myself and the other 

lead prefects are always happy to talk if you have any concerns or just want to say hi! I can’t wait to 

meet you in the new academic year! I hope you have a fun time here at DGGS! -Izzie  

Bella 

Hi! I'm Bella, one of the lead prefects. Similarly, I started here 6 years ago and 

I was terrified: new school, new people, new things to learn! But there was no 

need to be terrified, the staff and students are all so welcoming that by the end 

of the first day it was like I’d always been a student here. The new amounts of 

work can be daunting, there’s new subjects and a bigger load than in primary, 

but don't worry, ask your teachers for help and there's a peer mentoring system 

where you can ask for help from students and at the very least you can ask any 

of us for help, we all have a great range of subjects between us.  

DGGS is so much more than just your work, however, as there are so many 

opportunities and experiences - you should definitely try to do as many as 

possible! Especially the exchange programs, I went on both the French and 

German exchange and honestly, they made me who I am today, as being in a 

foreign country without my family was a whole new experience and I had to learn to be confident and 

speak up. You will find a whole new side of yourself at this school, if you are willing to take every 

opportunity! Not only this, you will meet so many new people who are so kind and caring (students 

and teachers) and this will help shape you into an even more amazing version of yourselves! 

 



 

I really hope you enjoy your time at DGGS and make the most of what it has to offer. Please don't be 

scared to come and see any of us, none of us are scary (and we probably aren't even taller than any 

of you anymore, Year 7 seems to just get taller and taller every year!) Cannot wait to meet you all, 

Bella! 

Xenoushka 

Heya! I’m Xenoushka (pronounced Zenooshka if you need it!) I am also part 

of the Lead Prefect Team. I decided to use secondary school to be the person 

I wanted to be, joining a school a lot bigger than you’re used to can be very 

daunting, I know, trust me.  

When I joined I didn’t have many friends I knew in my form and went in 

panicking, thinking oh my goodness this is it this is the end of it!! But in-fact 

DGGS is one of the easiest schools to make friends and grow as a person. 

Within minutes of joining my new form I went up to people and introduced 

myself because my goal at secondary was to be more confident (set yourself 

a small goal it really helps settle in!) and I very sheepishly went up and said ‘Hello!’ to someone I’d 

never seen before and just like that made friends.  

Look at this as an opportunity, not something to fear; everyone in your year feels exactly same about 

secondary (if they say otherwise trust me I’m sure they are just as nervous as you- maybe more). Our 

school is super open throughout all years, the older years may look scary but I’m only 5”4 and most of 

you are probably taller than I am so no need to be scared of us   

If you are super nervous and need some guidance or a face to smile at when you walk past in the 

corridor, smile at me. You might not know me (hard to miss with my bizarre and vibrant pink and blue 

skirts) but I will smile back, even high five you back to make you feel welcome because that’s all we 

want you to feel at DGGS. We cannot wait for you to join and hope you love this school as much as I 

do! (Also check out the waffles and bacon sandwiches at the canteen they are DELICIOUS). 

Assiya 

Hiya! My name is Assiya and I’m also one of the lead prefects here at DGGS. I also joined here 6 

years ago and I remember how scared I was on the first day. I didn’t really know anyone and being in 

a new environment was really daunting but everyone was so friendly. I quickly made friends and they 

are still my closest friends 6 years later. The students and staff are so kind and welcoming that I 

settled in quite quickly and really enjoyed spending time at school.  

All new places can seem scary at first but remember, everyone is in the same 

boat, and if you ever need any support or help there is an amazing support 

system here and everyone is so lovely and understanding.  

My favourite thing about DGGS is the range of activities and clubs and 

opportunities which really helped to boost my confidence when I was in Year 7. 

My favourite experience was being part of dance club in Years 7-8 and performing 

at the Marlowe Theatre which was an incredible experience and it’s definitely 

something to look forward to at the end of the year. There’s such a wide variety of 

things to do here and it’s another easy way to make friends . Us older lot may 

seem scary and intimidating but we promise we’re not, so please don’t hesitate to 

come up to one of us with any worries or struggles you have and we will be more 

than happy to help you as best as we can. 

I can’t wait to meet all of you and please remember I’m always here to have a 

chat with you if you ever need it (I’m quite loud so it’s not hard to find where I am). I hope you all enjoy 

your time at DGGS as much as I have and stay safe  - Assiya 

 

 


