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President’s Message 
 
I am writing this message at the end of the Summer Term, a time full of interesting school events and activities.  I 
was delighted to attend the Sports Awards evening, the Year 7 Dance Show “Magical Musicals” and the evening 
performance of the House Drama.  All three demonstrated the varied talent, enthusiasm and dedication of current 
students.  The creativity of the House Drama based on the unheard voices of four women was amazing, witty and 
very entertaining.   
 
Earlier in the school year I was privileged to be at both the A Level and the School Presentation Evenings, cele-
brating the impressive academic achievements reflected in last summer’s examination results.  At the end of the 
Autumn Term I enjoyed the Christmas Market and the Carol Service.   
 
Our association’s Annual Lunch and AGM was held in October with guest speaker Kerry Rubins who told us about 
her amazing fund-raising for the Martha Trust.  Once again I felt great pride in one of our past pupils.  This was re-
peated at the recent Reunion.  Meeting past pupils and staff is always a pleasure and this year we were fortunate 
to welcome back more teachers.  The informal and relaxed atmosphere makes the Reunion a very enjoyable even-
ing.  If you were not able to be with us this time please join us next year.  We are very grateful to Jos Keeler for ar-
ranging the event. 
 
The AGM saw Jos elected as the Association’s new Chairman and Rebecca Pryse welcomed to the committee.  I 
would like to thank them and the other members of the committee for their work, arranging events so that past 
pupils and staff can meet up, exchange their news, and hear about the progress of DGGS.  We continue to support 
current students and contribute to the school and its future.  
 
The committee were saddened this year by the deaths of Pam Sayers and Sue Garlinge who both gave sterling ser-
vice over many years.  A long time member, Pam continued to support our events and spoke at the Centenary 
Lunch.  Sue was still very active on the committee.  Some of you will remember her as a DGGS pupil, while others 
will remember her cheerful, efficient and very helpful work in the school office.  We are all indebted to Sue for her 
contribution to DGGS, especially her work for our Association in various roles including treasurer, newsletter editor 
and hosting committee meetings.  We miss her. 
  
Looking ahead I hope to see as many of you as possible at the Annual Lunch on Saturday 12th October.  Please en-
courage your DGGS friends and family to come with you. 
 
With best wishes to everyone 
 
Margaret Pope 

mailto:carol.dolbear@btinternet.com
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Dates for 2019/20 (all events in School Hall unless otherwise specified) 

Saturday 12th October 2019  12 noon Annual Lunch and AGM—see back page 

Friday 10th July 2020   6—8pm Reunion 

Members are also welcome to attend the following school events: 

Friday 13th  December 2019  6pm Christmas Market 

Monday 16th December 2019  7pm Carol Service in Charlton Church 

TBC     6pm Year 7 Dance Show 

Thursday 16th July 2020  7pm Evening performance of House Drama 

STAFF LEAVING SUMMER 2019…… 
Bob Benson writes: It is always sad to say goodbye to colleagues who have given so much to the school and 
worked here for a number of years.  
 
Mr Single has been appointed as Principal at Homewood School and Sixth Form Centre and we wish him well after 
12 years at DGGS. We will miss his vibrant lessons, sense of humour, and cheerful demeanour around school and 
he leaves us a strong system for assessment, reporting, and data.  I wish him well in his new role and am confident 
he will make an excellent Principal.  
 
Mrs Beaney has worked at the school for 14 years in the Art department; she has great expertise in textiles and 
photography. We wish her well for the future and hope she enjoys her retirement.  
 
We also say farewell to Mrs Dare who is retiring for the second time (we keep asking her to come back) having first 
worked at DGGS in the early 1970s. 
 
Mrs Hill, Subject Leader of English left us at half term to join the Turner School Trust as Assistant Principal in charge 
of Teaching and Learning.  Mrs Hill has had a huge influence on the English department and developing the quality 
of teaching and learning at DGGS.  

School Prizes 
A major aim of the association is to contribute to the school, reward current students and extend their opportuni-
ties.  One way we do this is by contributing to the school prizes.  Every year we fund around fifteen, including the 
following special prizes: 
For Sixth Form  Jessie Chapman Prize for Head Prefect 

Elsa King Prize for Deputy Head Prefect 
E M Gruer Prize for Academic Distinction  

For Year 11 GCSE Prize for Highest Academic Distinction  
Prize for Highest Academic Progress 

Jessie Chapman was the first Headmistress of the school.  Miss Gruer is particularly remembered as the Headmis-
tress during the school’s wartime evacuation to Caerleon in Wales.  Elsa King was Deputy Headmistress and taught 
Mathematics for many years.   
 
Head Prefect Laura Erkul gained A levels in English Literature, Religious Studies and Sociology and is now studying 
Religious Studies at the University of Kent.   
 
There were two Deputy Head Prefects.  Olivia Dodge gained A levels in Art & Design, Chemistry, Mathematics and 
Physics and chose the University of Surrey to take Biomedical Engineering.  Katherine Bushell achieved A* grades 
in all four of her A levels, English Literature, Geography, History and Sociology and so also won the E M Gruer Prize 
for Academic Distinction.  She gained a place at Cambridge to read English. 
 
In Year 11 the Prize for Highest Academic Distinction was awarded to Jasmine Rogers and Holly Morris won the 
Prize for Highest Academic Progress.  Both students achieved twelve GCSE subjects and also gained the Sports 
Leaders Award.   
 
Our congratulations go to all the prize winners and we wish them well in the next stages of their education.  



NEWS FROM THE HEADTEACHER 

We are again at the end of a very successful academic year, which has been an amazing year of achievement and 
enrichment at DGGS. 

All our school events were well attended this year and it was great to see so many parents and past pupils here at 
the school. The Sports Award Evening, held in early July, recognised the varied accomplishments of students from 
across all Key Stages.  We had the honour of welcoming Elliot Allen, International Taekwon-Do & Kickboxing cham-
pion as our guest speaker who spoke with passion about his commitment to sport. The Year 7 Dance Show, held in 
conjunction with DAPA, was also a highlight of this term, with a Magical Musical extravaganza of singing, dancing 
and acting from Year 7.  Not only did Year 7 perform with enthusiasm and talent to their audience of family and 
teachers in the evening, they repeated their performance to the whole school the next day – a true feat of resili-
ence and professionalism! 

Currently, we are in the middle of our end of year Enrichment Fortnight.  All the staff work tirelessly to make this 

time as interesting and varied as possible, developing cultural experiences for all students and encouraging them 

to try new skills and learn about the world around us.  Mr Walton has exceeded himself this year with a full pro-

gramme of guest speakers, demonstrations, trips and activities.  I am sure you will join me in thanking all the staff 

for organising such a variety of activities for the students. For those who follow us on Twitter @dggs_info you can 

see the news of the various activities and trips including egg landings, environmental science workshop run by 

Affinity Water, Harry Potter, Chessington World of Adventure, Thorpe Park, Hampton Court, Royal Courts of Jus-

tice, British Museum and much more! During the Enrichment weeks I had the privilege of meeting Mr Nicholas 

Carter from the US Embassy. He came into school to discuss his fascinating career with year 12.  At 6’10’’ he was a 

huge presence in the school and I had to decide quickly to have a photo with him sitting down! 

Last Friday saw our annual Sports Day and BBQ at the school field.  The day was full of all of the usual excitement 

and competitive spirit and students competed ferociously to win points for their houses in both traditional and 

alternative races.  The staff/ sixth form relay drew its usual crowds, as did the lunchtime rounders match between 

staff and students! This year Stephen won the trophy but it was a gallant effort from all of the houses. Mrs Guy and 

the PE department work extremely hard to ensure that our Sports Day is an all-round favourite day in the school 

calendar. 

And let’s not forget our very own Lin Dykes who won the National Governors Association Outstanding Clerk to a 

Governing Board Award.  [See elsewhere—Ed.] This is a tremendous accolade and just recognition for all she un-

dertakes.  Well done, Lin! 

In preparation for next year we are currently working on achieving a Well-being Award and a Geography kite mark

– both recognising the good practice within the school.                             

In my Headteacher’s reports to date, I have not discussed school funding as I had felt that reports were for school 

news alone!  However it is important to say that as a school we have a healthy budget because we are very careful 

with the funding we get from KCC for our running costs; however, there seems to be less money each year.  In ad-

dition to rising costs across the board, KCC’s decision to not pass on to schools the Minimum Funding Guarantee 

per student, committed by the Department for Education (unlike other local authorities) has impacted our overall 

budget.  This is against the backdrop of funding for education in general being at a very low ebb indeed. The Asso-

ciation of School and College Leaders who represent 19,000 members have found that 60% of schools have had to 

make severe cuts to their budgets since 2015.  In March they published a report entitled ‘The True Cost of Educa-

tion’ which establishes the basic level of funding to deliver the basic expectation on schools.  Using the govern-

ment’s own methodology, they established there is a shortfall of £5.7 billion in the amount of funding required by 

primary and secondary schools in England in 2019/20.  In addition to this, sixth form funding has been reduced by 

26% per pupil since 2010, which disproportionately affects grammar school budgets. Can I ask that if you have the 

chance to speak to local politicians that you inform them of your concern over school funding? 

Thank you for all your support for the students at DGGS - it really does mean a huge amount. 

Bob Benson 



NEW SCIENCE BLOCK 
 

Several years ago we secured a grant from KCC for a new Science 
Block.  After years of negotiation, planning and meetings, I am very 
pleased to confirm that our new Science Block will be open for 
business from the beginning of September.  It has been a long 
journey to get to this stage, but we will finally have our state-of-
the-art facility. My thanks go to all of the students and staff who 
have had some disruption during the build but have taken it all in 
their stride. Also my thanks to those who have worked so hard 
over the years: Mrs Pidcock, our School Business Manager; BBS 
construction; our QS Sawyer and Fisher and our architects Lee Ev-
ans. The four fabulous laboratories, large prep room, office space 
and 7 toilets are sorely needed at DGGS and will be a welcome 
addition to support teaching and learning next year. 
Bob Benson 
 

View from Park Avenue July 2019 

 AGM AND LUNCH OCTOBER 2018 
 

Members and friends of the Association gathered together for a very convivial meeting on 13 October 2018. The AGM 
was well supported and gave members the opportunity to elect officers and committee for the coming year and to dis-
cuss matters relating to the Association and its future direction. Susannah Tapsell was formally thanked for her many 
years as Chairman of the Association and Jos Keeler (Sims) was elected Chairman in her place. Jos has an unbeatable 
connection with the school, being a past pupil, a long-serving member of staff and the mother of three daughters, all of 
whom attended DGGS, one of whom returned as a teacher. Thus the Keeler family have been represented at the school 
almost continuously for 45 years and three of them were present on this occasion. Also elected to the committee was 
Rebecca Pryse (Jones) who has recently moved back into the area and expressed an interest in being more involved. We 
welcome her and look forward to another perspective on the activities of the Association. Matters discussed included 
the possibility of producing a list of members for circulation to members without infringing the new Data Protection 
rules, and the long-awaited new Science building which had just begun. The Association has been accumulating a sum of 
money to offer to the school in order to add to the facilities being created, including to the Music Department which has 
had to move to the History Hut to provide space for the new Science Block. 
 
After the business of the AGM members enjoyed a sumptuous Buffet Lunch, with plenty of delicious food making sec-
onds (and thirds!) very difficult to resist. Between courses Headteacher Bob Benson spoke about the many challenges of 
last year which could be summed up as buildings and exams. The “great flood” of October 2017, snow, no electricity, 
together with the already tight accommodation issues meant that some lessons had to take place at St Edmund’s School, 
while the new, more rigorous GCSE and A level courses were a challenge for all schools. Despite all this he was able to 
report that exam results were extremely pleasing, with many real successes achieved. 
 
Following the lunch our main speaker, former pupil Kerry Rubins, gave a lively and most interesting account of her life 
since leaving DGGS. She had overcome her own personal challenges and as a result felt a much stronger person and had 
“found herself” mainly through volunteering and charity work, which she recommended to anyone. She is an Ambassa-
dor for “Breast Cancer Now” and is currently Fund Raising and Events Manager for the Martha Trust. Her outgoing per-
sonality and real enjoyment of all that she does makes her an ideal person for this role and we experienced much of her 
enthusiasm and commitment as she spoke about these causes so dear to her heart. DGGS has always been a great sup-
porter of charities and this important ethos in the school was reflected in Kerry’s presentation. 
 
A presentation was made to Susannah in relinquishing her role as Chairman and President Margaret Pope spoke of all 
the work Susannah had done over many years on behalf of the Association. We also enjoyed music from sixth-former 
Orla Cox and the services of Prefects who acted as guides and wish to thank them for giving up their precious Saturday 
to assist in the event. It is much appreciated. 
 
This was a lovely occasion and much enjoyed by those who came, several of whom had not been back to the school for 
many years. If you can come next year (see date elsewhere in Newsletter) please do. We had a good mix of ages this 
year, and you will all be very welcome. 
Mary Sherred 



Sue Garlinge, popular stalwart of the PPSA, Committee Member, Newsletter Editor for many years, ever-present 

at any Past Pupils’ event, died earlier this year. Carol Dolbear (Gilbard) writes: 

It is a great privilege to be asked to write an obituary for Sue Garlinge nee Beardsell, my dearest and best friend 
since we started at Dover Grammar School for Girls just over 61 years ago. Sue’s first job on leaving school, was as 
a secretary in the Bursar’s office at Dover College, where she met her then future husband John. In 1964, Sue 
joined the WRAF where she was employed at the Ministry of Defence (Harold Wilson’s era), and as such was privy 
to state secrets. Sue left the WRAF in 1967 to get married to John, and they went on to have two sons, Tim and 
Bob. Sue and John enjoyed a long and blessed union that would be the envy of many. Their family grew to 6 grand-
children and one great grandchild. Sue was a devoted and proud mother, grandmother and great grandmother. 
During those early years, the family moved around the country and although old friends were living at a distance, 
Sue always managed to maintain contact and accrued many other good friends along the way.  
 
Once back in Dover, Sue was employed as a school secretary to Phil Headon at Whitfield Primary school. She then 
became a school secretary at Dover Grammar School for Girls from 1986-1995, working with head teachers, Miss 
Kay, Miss Hasler and Miss Davis. Sue left the school to work as a forward Planning Officer with the KCC in offices at 
Shorncliffe, A few years later, she was invited to be an Educational Welfare Officer based in Maidstone, a job that 
she did for several years, with humanity and efficiency until she retired. From 2004-2012, Sue worked part-time as 
an interviewer for the Office of National Statistics combining that with working again for the KCC, as an invigilator 
at the school.  
 
Throughout her life, Sue has given much back to the community, involving herself with cubs in the early days, and 
later becoming a District Commissioner.  Sue loved her involvement with the local WI and often spoke of her expe-
riences with it. For many years, Sue was a very active member of the Association of Past Pupils and Staff of Dover 
Grammar School for Girls, often hosting the committee meetings. Sue’s eldest brother Graham, described Sue, ‘as 
the family event’s organiser’. Sue was always full of energy, enthusiasm and had a naughty sense of humour, she 
never changed.  Sue is irreplaceable to all those that knew and loved her, in particular for John and her family. She 
earned a large place in the hearts of many and will never be forgotten. 

WHAT THE SCHOOL IS DOING NOW……….. 
 
Last year we began a series of notes from Staff within the school to shed light on education teaching and learning at 
DGGS in the 21st century. This year the  contribution comes from Adam Walton, who in addition to being Head of 
Stephen de Pencester House, teaches Social Sciences and PSHE. He writes this as co-ordinator of the DGGS Enrich-
ment programme.  
 
Enrichment at DGGS has started to become one of the busiest times for the calendar in the summer term. The aim 

of the Enrichment periods is to allow for students to explore topics or information that goes beyond the curriculum. 

Students get the chance to engage with various agencies which deliver talks about their specialism and experiences. 

Some of the highlights have been talks given by an Emmaus companion about his life and the work of the charity; 

delivering first aid training to pupils so they can understand what they can do in an emergency and the University of 

Kent coming in to deliver subject lectures. Students have enjoyed this time to experience a wide range of areas, 

which has benefitted their social, moral and intellectual growth.  

Enrichment this July is looking to be as busy as last year with a range of activities being run. Staff have embraced this 

time to allow students to be curious and grow outside of lessons. They have supported the Enrichment weeks by 

providing activities for pupils that are often very popular, e.g. the mythology workshop run by the Latin department 

is often one of the highlights of the Year 7 calendar. In addition to this, we will be having our annual rewards and 

subject specific trips for pupils this year. These trips will include going to Harry Potter World, Chessingtons Theme 

Park, the Royal Courts of Justice and a Jack the Ripper walking tour in Westminster. If you would like to see how 

these trips turned out follow us on Twitter (@DGGS_info) as we upload pictures of students and their experiences 

on trips and in school.  

We would love the PPSA to have more involvement with the Enrichment weeks! If you feel like you could help us by 

delivering a talk or a session around your area of expertise please get in contact.  



 

A 70th ANNIVERSARY REUNION 
 

Having looked to find the term for a 70th anniversary, I was slightly disappointed to find that it is Platinum, a metal 
that is lustrous, silvery white, malleable, ductile but above all, precious.  Altogether less romantic than gold or dia-
mond but I had to admit that silvery white was appropriate and without doubt, precious also. 
 
I am talking about those girls who remain from the form which became Upper 5L in 1954, having entered the 
School in 1949.  We first tracked each other down in 1999, calling ourselves the Golden Girls and holding a lunch at 
the School which was attended by 28 people including Mrs Beryl Harrison (Cooper) who was our first form mistress 
and Miss Lillian Kay who was our last.  (The 6th form was small in those days).  We also welcomed Miss Margaret 
Pope and some husbands.  At the time Barbara Wall (McPherson) produced a splendid booklet containing our cur-
rent photos and life histories. 
 
Since then we have kept in touch and by about 2009, when we became Diamond, we have met for lunch annually 
at the Ramada in April.  Sadly time has taken its toll on numbers but last year, when we became 80 years old, we 
celebrated with a chocolate cake surrounded by School badges.  This year there were 14, including 4 husbands who 
now traditionally sit together at one end of the table.  We had balloons in the School colours in a (non platinum!) 
vase and marvelled at the fact that it was 70 years since we entered DGGS under the headship of Miss Gruer.  
 
 We always meet in the reception area of the hotel for coffee at 11 am and sit over lunch until well into the after-
noon, just talking and enjoying ourselves .  It is a formula which works well for us and the hotel staff disappear.  
Those who attended this year were:- Frances Sykes (Day), Beryl Graves (Hedgecock) and Peter, Jennifer Bell (Husk), 
Ann Fehle (McGrath), Alison Arthur (Romney), Dorothy Bolton (Walder) and Dick, Marion Simpson (Gayen) and 
George, Jean Hope (Sharratt), Anne Clarke (Berry), Sheila Cope (Aylen) and Jeremy. 
 
Unable to come were:- Kate Clarke (Daly), Barbara Wall (McPherson), Gladys Chandler (Marsh), Jean Coddington 
(Sharp) and Gillian Pollard (Taylor). 
 
Sheila Cope (Aylen)   

YOUR NEWS……. 
Patricia Adams (Clayton) 1953-59: Had two sisters also at DGGS, Moya and Margaret. Qualified as a teacher at 
Sydney Webb, London, married in 1962 and moved to Tasmania in 1974—four weeks on the boat! 
Christine Hall (Marriott) 1957-64: Daughter Lucy Hall (1995-2002) gave birth to Ronnie James Vincent Blown in 
March 2018. Lucy and fiancé Luke are to marry in December 2018. 
Lesley Smith (Reeve) 1963-70: Still very busy with family and church life. With my chum Chris Mantle (Hills) and 
others have started Deal Community Fundraisers, replacing Deal and District Lionesses Club. Gives us freedom to 
pursue our own fundraising events and ideas. 
Sylvia Markwick 1966-72: Left to do secretarial course at Canterbury Technical College. I then moved to Eastbourne 
and gained a Certificate in Education but never taught. Became a Civil Servant instead for 39 years. I have also been 
in contact with Susan Robson (Goodwin). 
Pauline Wright (Yarwood) 1963-66: Left at 15 to start Nursing in Hastings but was homesick so returned home, 
married and had children. When they were grown up took GCSEs and A levels and did a degree in Management Sci-
ence and Computing at University of Kent. Worked with a Software House in London, Programmer, Team Leader, 
eventually with Sema Group in HR and Recruitment with several Banking and Insurance companies in the City. Re-
tired in 2013 and live in Oswestry, Shropshire. 
Alex Tingley 2010-17: Now at University of Kent. 
Alison Kelly (Robson) 1976-83: Works for the Police. 
Victoria McKnight (Williamson) 1998-2005: Senior Aseptic Pharmacy Technician at Kent and Canterbury Hospital. 
Nicole Robinson (Van der Veen) 2004-11: Senior Early Help worker for KCC 
Caroline Mulhern (Munro) 1977-81:  Trained as a Physiotherapist, is now a carer and Yoga Instructor, living in 
Perth, Western Australia. 
Gaynor Bunn (Bramwell) 1976-83: History Teacher at DGGS. 
Judi Pelter (Judd) 1972—75:  Quality Controller for a Supermarket. 
Olwen Shallis (Parry) 1972-79: Retired SEN Teacher. 



Pamela Sayers ( Hopkins)  (1944 – 1950) 
 
Pam was a member of the exclusive and now sadly dwindling number of girls who were evacuated to Caerleon 
with the School during the war.  Pam’s story was slightly different from the majority however, since her mother 
went with her.  Pam’s father was serving in the Forces and there was no point in her mother remaining on her 
own to face the shells in Dover. 
 
Another of Pam’s claims to exclusivity was that she had an aunt wealthy enough to support a chauffeur-driven 
car and to afford Pam a dress allowance which enabled her to develop the taste for quality clothes which she 
always maintained.  Apart from that one privilege, however, Pam’s background was similar to that of her friends 
and, although she would have liked to have gone to university, she followed the course, normal at the time, of 
finding a job in Dover upon leaving school.  Pam was a PA, first with the Coal Board and then the Harbour Board. 
 
Aged 17 Pam met Maurice at a Town Hall dance.  They were both strong swimmers, able to swim to the break-
water, and it was Pam who taught me to swim, walking beside me holding out the rod with a band around me 
as I took my first strokes.  This was at Folkestone open air pool in the days of Dover Swimming Club.  Thanks to 
Pam I gained my 25 yards certificate.  
 
Once married, Pam supported Maurice through his law exams.  When he was qualified they started their family 
– Jenny, Patsy and John.  Pam and Maurice lived most of their lives in Alkham at Box Cottage, Malmains Manor 
and back to Box Cottage again.  Their marriage was long and happy and they pursued many projects together.  
Pam supported village activities – the Church, WI and Keep Fit among others.  The couple were generous hosts 
and many good causes benefited from the occasions when they opened their house and gardens for lunches 
and coffee mornings.  Pam loved to cook and to feed everyone and she was also a good organiser, skilled at en-
listing the help of her many friends.  As a voluntary CAB adviser Pam helped many people with her practical 
knowledge.  She was sympathetic and gave praise where it was due but expressed her firm opinions in a forth-
right manner and would not be fooled.  
 
Pam was a keen supporter of the School and rarely missed an Old Girls’ function.  She served on the Committee 
and was Chairman on the occasion of the 75th Anniversary Dinner held in the School Hall.  Pam’s mother was an 
Old Girl and Pam was grateful for her own education and for that of her daughters and granddaughters who 
followed her.   Pam contributed an article to “ Memories through the Decades” published to mark the School’s 
Centenary. 
At her funeral what came across most clearly was Pam’s love for her family and their profound affection for her.  
Pam was a steadfast friend and fun to be with and she loved parties and appreciated the good things in life.  As 
her grandsons carried Pam’s coffin from the Church Nat King Cole’s song “Unforgettable” was entirely appropri-
ate.  
Sheila Cope (Aylen) 

OBITUARIES 

Megan Forbes, Headgirl at DGGS 2008-09, died suddenly in January 2019. While just 16 she swam the Channel 
in 2007. She left school to study Politics at Loughborough University where she could also pursue her swimming 
ambitions, and also appeared on the TV show “Eggheads”. She became engaged earlier this year. 
 
Roy Dyche, teacher of English, husband of Gail Swainston, died in November 2018. 
 
The Association has been informed of the deaths of Frances Woodcock, Doreen Gregory and Audrey Wood 
(Wright).  

NATIONAL AWARD FOR DGGS GOVERNORS’ CLERK 
Lin Dykes, the Clerk to our Governing Body, has been awarded the Outstanding Clerk to a Governing Board prize 
at a ceremony at the Palace of Westminster  in June 2019. Accompanied by Susan King (Sidders), our Chairman 
of Governors and the vice-chairman, Lin was presented with the award from the National Governance Associa-
tion by Lord Agnew, Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for the School System. 



YOUR NEWS………………... 
Rosemary Plommer (Howard) writes:  I taught PE at DGGS from 1953-1956 (taking over from Beryl Harrison) be-
fore moving on to Chorleywood College. For the Blind. I returned to Dover to marry John and have two children, Mi-
chael and Anne. I still live locally.  My “senior” when I began teaching was Dorothy Palmer, who has died at the age 
of 93. She taught PE for 10 years from just after the war until 1956. She then went to London taking a course to 
teach Infants and then as a Tutor in a Teacher Training College. She retired to Sevenoaks and shared a house  with a 
colleague who had been a French Teacher and they shared several European holidays. Dorothy (“Dottie”) produced 
many successful hockey, netball and tennis teams. We both recalled the famous Staff Pantomimes, and the job of 
getting the whole school to the Town Hall for Speech Days, as well as walking up the hill to the Games Field. 
Freda Wellard (Stokes) writes: My husband and I are still involved with our Holiday Park in Devon. Our elder daugh-
ter has taken over the bookings and the office while my husband works outside. I am kept busy with gardening, 
cooking and dog-walking. Our grandson Thomas is also working with us, keeping the business in the family. 
 
DGGS MENTIONS IN THE LOCAL PRESS…… 
 
PAST STUDENTS / STAFF 
Isabel Myers is District Youth Scout Commissioner and has been selected to attend the World Jamboree in the USA 
in 2019. 
Mica Pinfold is Events Manager for The Coastguard at St Margaret’s Bay and presented a healthy cheque to the 
RNLI following a “Pirates and Princesses” fundraising event. 
Victoria Schulze (Baker) gave an Organ Recital at St Mary-in-Castro, Dover Castle in October 2018 to celebrate her 
30 year’s service as organist at the Church. 
The third Memorial Concert for Rosemary Dunn took place at the Town Hall in March with contributions from many 
ensembles including Revelation Strings, among whose members is Frances Trewartha. 
Poppy Watts (2007-14) re-visited her role in a repeat performance this summer of the Community Opera “The Burn-
ing of the Boats”, first performed in 2013. Poppy has graduated in Singing from The Royal Northern College of Mu-
sic and is now working before beginning her post-graduate studies. 
Harriet Hargreaves (2011-18) has gained Distinction in both Advanced Foundation Ballet and Tap at CJs Dance and 
Fitness. 
 
PRESENT STUDENTS / STAFF 
Year 9 Students visited the battlefields of Ypres and attended the Last Post Ceremony at the Menin Gate. Lillianna 
Chapman writes:  “What I will take away from this experience is the huge significance and sacrifice that took place 
here in the First World War. The day left us all reflecting on how grateful we are for the sacrifice of those commem-
orated.” 
In the annual Intermediate Maths Challenge 10 students were awarded Bronze Level, three won Silver Level and 
Faye Martin won a Gold Level and qualified for entry into the next round. 
In May eight Art Ambassadors led by Subject Leader Melissa Dachtler organised a charity event in aid of “Labour 
Behind the Label” and “Barnardo’s”. They set the example by making and upcycling their clothes to raise issues 
caused by fast fashion and raised £581 through a Tag Day. The students, Jemma Coffey, Hannah Edwards, Rachel 
Johnson, Megan Bamfield, Hannah Mayall, Sophia Bates, Jemima Fannon and Laurel Fishlock, led the school in 
donating a massive collection of clothes for the Barnardo’s charity. 
The Year 9 students continue the now long-standing tradition of collecting first-hand recollection of life in the Sec-
ond World War by talking to local residents who lived through it. Natalie Smye said: “Life just seemed so different 
back then. Living today in a modern world must seem so alien to the life of those who lived over seventy years ago 
when they seemed to have much less than we do now. They also had the threat of bombs and danger to their family 
and friends but their spirit in facing this seemed so unique and brave.” 
The Rotary Club of South Foreland runs an annual Young Photographer Award and this was won this year by Keely 
McHugh, second place Imogen Robinson, third place Hannah Mayall in the Senior Section, and by Khesiwe Dube 
(first), Isabelle Dachtler (second) and Eve Marshall (third) in the Intermediate Section. The winners of each section 
qualify for the next round. One of the judges was Olivia Coad. 
Emily-Rose Evans was ranked first in Kent  and in the top 10 nationally for the 50m Butterfly at the London Aquatics 
Centre in Stratford in February. She had previously been part of the school team in the Kent Secondary Schools 
Swimming Championships in Margate, her fellow team mates being Helen Smith and Abigail Hogben (who both 
won medals) and Annais Henderson, Molly Lown, Paige Braithwaite and Kyla Shepherd. 
 



Laurel Fishlock had her artwork piece called “African Sweatshop” shortlisted for the John Downton Award for 
Young Artists. It was shown at the annual Kent County Council Exhibition at County Hall in Maidstone and then 
went to the Turner Contemporary Gallery in Margate in January. 
Isabelle Sheehy (Year 9) won the British Skewbald and Piebald Association 85cm Working Hunter Class at the 
Equifest Horse Show in Peterborough which together with her other successes at the Show qualified her for the Su-
preme Champion of Champions final event on her pony “Jazz”. 
Teams for the Dover District Sportshall Athletics contest at Dover Christ Church Academy were: Year 7: Marli 
Lawner, Millie Bruce, Rosie Bruce, Emily Moore, Lyvia Eades, Charlotte Denning, Georgia Alexander and Abi Dal-
ton. Year 8 team: Maya Armstrong, Nicola Mison, Abigail Hogben, Elili Ness, Daisy McCabe, Jessie Lilly, Tiphaine 
Pearson and Lani Bristow. 

DGGS AND CHARITY SUPPORT 
 

However long it is since you were at DGGS I am sure one of the great memories you will have would be Cake Sales, 
Tag Days, sponsored activities, lunchtime fun and games to raise money for charity. This has always been a huge 
part of life at the school and it should be a matter of pride that this willingness to think of others and to contribute 
something to society has been such a strong and enduring ethos in the life of the school. You will be pleased to 
know that this attitude continues. 
 
Over the last 20 years over £6,680 has been raised for the Demelza House Hospice and DGGS received a certificate 
of acknowledgment for 20 years of support. Over 292kg of food was donated to the Dover Foodbank following the 
2018 Harvest Festival week. A Tag Day raised nearly £700 which was divided between Breast Cancer Research and 
MIND. Form groups have supported the Alzheimer’s Society and Young Minds and a regular annual project is to fill 
shoeboxes for “Love in a Box” providing Christmas gifts for underprivileged children in Eastern Europe. 
 
It is good to know that caring and giving then becomes a lifelong habit for so many ex-pupils. 

PAM TOBIN 
 

Pam Tobin, who became a well-known and well-loved teacher in Dover, died in September 2018 aged 75. She 
trained as a Graphic Designer after leaving DGGS but was inspired to turn to teaching after giving Art lessons at 
Canterbury Cathedral Choir School. After 17 years teaching in Bristol she took a career change to manage a folk/
rock group. She returned to Dover in 1978 and became Head of Art at Archer’s Court School, now Christ Church 
Academy, where she became known locally for producing school stage shows including “Oliver!”, “My Fair Lady”, 
“The Boy Friend” and “Blitz!”. She later became Head of Creative and Performing Arts, and then Head of Sixth 
Form.  Although taking early retirement because of a wrist injury she invested in a friend’s hair-dressing business in 
Canterbury, where she also worked part-time, and did graphic-style artwork which she exhibited. She returned to 
teach at Astor College until she retired completely in 2009. 
 
Her past students said of her that she gave them a sense of belonging, that she installed inspiration and belief, that 
she touched so many peoples lives in so many different ways. Her brother Ben said: “She wasn’t just a teacher, she 
was a force of nature.” 

The Committee have recently discovered a letter from Betty Blythe which is undated so we are unaware how long 

ago it was written but it refers to her time in Caerleon. She mentions names of several staff from that time as well 

as fellow pupils so I list them here for the benefit of those who may remember them. 

Staff: Miss Rusbridge (Maths, who died in Wales following an accident), Miss Swain (Geography), Miss Smith 

(French), Miss Gambrell (who became Mrs Clout, Music) and Miss Gruer, the Headmistress. 

Fellow Pupils: Betty’s sister Jean, Betty Dennis, Margaret Mann, Jean Anderson, Lois Bond (Bolton), Brenda Brett, 

Jean Wells, Helen Bradley, Bessie Laurie (Newton— see elsewhere in Newsletter), Bobby Baxter, Maureen Langford, 

Pat Blackmore (Marsh—became Head of Charlton Primary School), Mary Allin, Peggy Hopper, Primrose Steel 

(Collard), Barbara Comer, Ailsa and Ursula Devonshire and Vanda Brown. 



BESSIE NEWTON (LAURIE) continues her account of her post-war life. 
 

June 2nd 1940 was a life change - to a large degree or less - for all the girls from the County School who entrained into 
the unknown on that hot sunny day.  I was 14 then. 2020 will mark the 80th anniversary of this.  I have written before of 
how this was a life changing event, for some pretty awful, for me the transition from a small terraced house to large, 
multi roomed dwelling complete with a live in maid and a way of life I had only seen at the cinema. They were so kind 
to me and I soon absorbed their way of life, my sons tell me that the effect is still evident even today! 
 
I remained with them for the next 3 years. Achieving a reasonable school certificate I was in the 6th form for 1 year and 
to my amazement was made a prefect! Due to lower age requirements I was able to start nurse training in September 
1943, having, after interview, been accepted at the Elizabeth Garrett Anderson Hospital London. I spent most of the 
time between leaving school apple picking etc or at home.  My wonderful mother made sure I was suitably equipped for 
my new life. 
 
So in early September I apprehensively entered EGA to be met by the Matron- Miss Dorothy Merrikin- the epitome of 
what I had imagined a Matron should be and issued with a copy of rules and regulations. We were fortunate in living in 
a recently built Nurses Home and had our own room  with washbasin, baths and toilets at end of each corridor. 
 
The hospital was to the forefront of many hospitals then, in that we would attend a preliminary training school for 3 
months, only going on a ward for a short period each day. We had a Sister Tutor who was very kind, she understood 
that it was a big transition from the life we had led. Because of older women being called up and choosing nursing in-
stead of the Forces we were a mix of ages and experience. So those 3 months were a bit like school, and much to my 
amazement and partly due to the help I received in the 6th form, especially Miss Wilson, I sailed through those 3 months 
with a glowing commendation at the end! 
 
Reality followed! As a very junior nurses we got all the worse jobs-from bedpans to bedbaths, from cleaning same bed-
pans to washing beds etc. Cleanliness was supreme with liberal use of strong disinfectants such as Lysol (not kind to the 
hands! Gloves were in short supply we certainly never had them!)  In between duties we were expected to attend lec-
tures, write essays etc. For 3 months each year we had to do night duty on various wards –from 8pm to 8am and then 
had to go to 9am Lecture! 
 
We did have time off but usually used for a nap. I did explore London but our salary was pitiful so mainly spent on ne-
cessities with the once a month treat at Lyons Corner House. It should be noted that this was the time when flying 
bombs and U2s were targeting London. I did have one narrow escape but mainly accepted it as part of life! Early on I 
became friends with Marian, a Yorkshire lass who had worked at the Air Ministry. As part of history I went to Yorkshire 
with her for a few days and she introduced me to an old friend who at that time I did not realise would be my future 
husband! 
 
So the first year went by. Incredibly at the end of my first year I was top of the class in the hospital exams and, more 
importantly, gained the Preliminary State exam. Due to EGA being only a women’s and children’s Hospital, the require-
ments of the State exam meant we also had to do men’s training, there were various affiliated hospitals. Marian and I 
chose to go to Poplar Hospital in the East End - very different from EGA and had some difficulty understanding the lan-
guage but we loved it. Most London hospitals had a place in the country here it was in Harold Wood Essex so later we 
were sent there for 3 months.  Though at EGA we did have the occasional war casualty, it was here that I think I really 
grew up.  The wards were prefabricated long huts one of which was full of wounded soldiers I had never seen such 
wounds. They were incredibly brave and cheerful though I did not always understand the innuedos! 
 
Back to EGA to complete our 3 years. The war ended and my colleagues joined the celebrations in Trafalgar Square. Vol-
unteers staffed the wards, I nobly was one-not really I thought it might be too much! So it was time all too soon, for the 
hospital exams in a variety of relevant subjects. Again I do not wish to sound big headed but I did well in all of them and 
was awarded the surgery Prize. Soon after it was the State finals- what a relief when I passed though due to my early 
start I had to wait till my 21st birthday (Jan 1st 1947) to receive the certificate.  One day Matron sent for me, what have I 
done now thought I, but no it was to tell me I had been awarded the hospital Gold Medal I was truly surprised but of 
course delighted because it was awarded not only on academic achievement but on ward reports from all the wards I 
had worked on. The ceremony was a proud moment not only for itself but because my mother came from Dover for it 
and I was able to say thank you to her for the sacrifices she made in sending me to the school in 1937 when I won a 
scholarship. 



The lower section of the back page is the reply slip 

for the AGM and Lunch on Saturday 12th October 

2019. 

 

Please return the slip to Mary Sherred with your 

payment (by 30th September, please)  

and come along! 

We have lost touch with the following:  

Kimberley Costar, Rob Howell, Ms M Ilott, Martyne May (Chaston), Mrs S Penn (Lee), Kirsty Roberts.  

If you can help us get back in touch please contact one of the Committee. 



  

AGM and Buffet Lunch 
to be held in the School Hall 

Tea, Coffee and Soft Drinks provided. You are welcome to bring your own wine. 
 

Saturday 12th October 2019 12 noon 
Speaker: TBA 

 
The AGM is an important Open Meeting for all past pupils and staff whether or not you 
subscribe to the Newsletter. Do please come and contribute your thoughts on how best the 
Association can provide what you, its members, would like, and also to decide how best it 
can contribute to the School.  
 
It will be followed by our Annual Lunch, which must be pre-booked using the form below. The 
cost of this is £10 and forms and payment must be received by Mary no later than Monday 
30th September 2019.  
 
Tours of the school will be available from 11.30 under the expert guidance of current Sixth 
Form students, who will be delighted to show you the latest developments and to hear 
your comments on changes that you will see.  
 

Please bring anyone you feel would be interested. 

  

REPLY SLIP 
 

DGGS PPSA ANNUAL LUNCH 
SATURDAY 12 OCTOBER 2019 12 noon in the School Hall 

(Tours from 11.30am) 
Please return this slip with your cheque for £10 per person made payable to DGGS Past Pupils Asso-
ciation by 30th September 2019 and send to:  
 
Mary Sherred, Copthorne, Dover Road, Guston, Dover CT15 5EN. 
  
If you prefer to pay by Bank Transfer the details are as below. Please use your FULL NAME as 
a reference, but the slip still needs to be sent to Mary as above.  
 
Bank Details: DGGS Past Pupils and Staff Association Sort Code: 52-30-23 Account no: 
09641165  
 
Name ……………………………….……………………………………………………………….. ( Nee …………………………………………………………)  
 
Email Address if possible………………………….……………………………………………………….. Dates at DGGS ……………………………. 
  
Name(s) of Guest(s)  
 
.………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….  
 
I enclose a cheque for / have sent by Bank Transfer £10 per person (please delete as appropriate).  


