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A massive welcome to the Sixth 
Form at Dover Grammar School 

for Girls! 
Sixth Form should be the greatest time of your school career. 
Here at DGGS Sixth Form, we believe it will be. Due to the 
Covid-19 pandemic, we are unable to offer a physical 
Futures Week; however, as your current Lead Prefect Team, 
we believed it would still be valuable to get a current Sixth 
Form student’s perspective on life in DGGS Sixth Form. 
Within this Prospectus, you will find a welcome from the 
Lead Prefect Team, study tips, and an extremely useful 
introduction to each A-Level subject from students who are 
currently studying them. We hope that this will help you in 
confirming your A-Level choices and that we can offer you 
an idea about what your lessons and extra study may consist 
of. If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to get in 
touch with the Sixth Form Team. We are excited to see you 
in September! Until then, have a lovely restful summer 
holiday. 
 

                                                       The Lead Prefect Team 
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Grace Leaman – Head Prefect	 
Welcome to every one of you! I remember how I 
felt going into Sixth Form – excited that I 
wouldn’t have to deal with angles and algebra 
again. In all seriousness, the beauty of Sixth 
Form is that you are able to choose subjects 
which you love and that you are good at. I chose 
to write essays and I absolutely love it. (I will 
forever applaud myself for picking History, 
English literature, and Philosophy.) Here at 
DGGS, there are so many opportunities open to 

you once you join the Sixth Form. As mentioned by some of the 
students in this guide, there are extracurricular activities to join, 
trips to go on, and study periods which can be used to increase 
productivity. We also have an amazing wellbeing team, so if you are 
struggling with anything, rest assured that you will receive all the 
support that you need. Later in Year 12, you can apply for leadership 
Prefect or House roles, if that sounds like something you would love 
to get involved with. A lot of people I have spoken to have found that 
they have ‘come into their own’ during Sixth Form at DGGS, and I 
can say the same. Also, the Sixth Form House may seem filled with 
scary Year 13s, but I promise you we are happy to help with 
whatever queries you may have. I’m excited to see you all in 
September! Grace   

Issy Doherty – Deputy Head Prefect 

Hi! My name is Issy Doherty. I take History, 
Philosophy, English and an EPQ at A Level. I was an 
external student and started Dover Girls in 
September. If you are new to the school, please don’t 
be nervous as all the teachers and students are so 
welcoming. Sixth form gives you so many leadership 
opportunities to partake in such as joining the Lead 
Prefect Team, organising and directing house events 
and even starting your own society – this year a 

group of year 12 students created a medical society. Free periods 
allow you to take control and be responsible of your learning. Dover 
Girls encourages you to thrive and achieve in a comfortable and 
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ambitious environment. Once we get to meet in person, please do not 
hesitate to come and talk to any of us. We would love to help you out 
and we are not scary I promise! I hope you and your families are safe 
and I can’t wait to meet you all.  

Izzie Birken – Deputy Head Prefect 

Hello to all new students and students returning to DGGS! I'm Izzie 
and I take Biology, Chemistry, Physics 
and Maths for A-level! Sixth Form is a 
whole new experience and compared to 
the lower years of the school, it's a time 
to grow and develop into a young adult 
(which is scary by itself). During Sixth 
Form, you become a lot more 
independent and responsible in your 
studies and extracurricular activities but 

luckily the school helps us with that by offering study periods and 
help clubs, so it's not as daunting as it seems. You will be offered 
more opportunities and newer responsibilities, such as becoming a 
prefect or a house official or even starting or joining a society! For 
example, I and a few other peers were able to start a medical society 
within our school to help people wanting to join a medical profession 

or for people wanting to learn something 
new! Of course, being in Sixth Form offers 
some perks, to say the least, like wearing our 
own clothes, going to Morrison’s during lunch 
and ‘dress-down Friday’, a personal favourite 
of mine! I can't wait to meet everyone in the 
new year! Izzie  

 
Xenoushka Cloke – Lead Prefect  
Welcome back if you’ve been with us already 
and welcome to everyone new :) For me Sixth 
Form was a whole new recreation of me as a 
person - use it as a time to ‘be you’! You can 

now do the subjects you love in more detail, express yourself through 



	 	 	
	

	 	 5	
	

your clothes (within moderation obviously J ) and most importantly 
you’re treated a lot more like an adult. I take English, Business , 
Drama and an EPQ at A level and I tell you now that the new 
flexibility of choosing my own revision time during study periods and 
being able to finally spend time on the subjects I love makes it even 
more exciting and enjoyable to be at school. Obviously, most of you 
are most excited for the lunchtime trips to Morrison‘s, and yes it is as 
good as you think and you will not get bored of it as I and the 
majority of Sixth Form still aren’t bored of it yet :) It’s a mixture of 
fear and excitement for a lot of you joining but it is honestly amazing 
to be a part of Sixth Form and you’re all going to enjoy it! If you want 
to know anything about Sixth Form in general or help with subjects 
if I take them I am willing to help - just send an email or come find 
me (which I assure you isn’t hard due to the brightly coloured clothes 
I wear!) as I am happy to help with anything you need :) See you soon 
xo 

Assiya Foukrache – Lead Prefect 
Hi everyone and welcome to Sixth Form! I’ll always remember how 
excited I was to start Sixth Form and start taking subjects I really 
loved and genuinely enjoyed. On the first day I 
was so nervous but everyone was so lovely and I 
soon made friends with some of the new students 
and everyone was so lovely. There’s never a 
boring moment here; there are so many societies 
and clubs to join and it’s always a new 
opportunity to make friends. The great thing 
about Sixth Form is you can start your own clubs 
and societies! I’m part of the Law Society and it is 
so enjoyable; we talk about cases and new legal 
issues and in general, I think, all societies are an 
amazing way to develop your learning and have a 
greater understanding of your subject so I can’t 
recommend them enough. Throughout Sixth Form I did find myself 
struggling a little bit, but the Sixth Form Team were more than 
happy to support me and this is another thing I love about DGGS- 
teachers will always help you and guide you and give you support 
whenever you need it, so don’t be afraid to talk to them and you can 
even talk to any of us. If you’re having any worries about Sixth Form 
or life in general we are more than happy to help. I take French, 
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English, History and Psychology so if you’re interested in these 
subjects or you need any help with them don’t hesitate to email me 
and I'll do my best to help you! My main piece of advice for you is 
start making mind maps and revision cards at the start of the year so 
by the time mocks come around, you already have a lot of revision 
done as you cover so much content across the year it can be 
challenging to revise everything in a short amount of time.  
We might seem a bit intimidating, but we promise we’re not and as I 
mentioned before we are always happy to help you with anything at 
all. I hope you enjoy your time at DGGS and I can’t wait to see you 
all in September and get to know you!  
Assiya :)  
 
Bella Lowe – Lead Prefect 
Hi everyone, and a warm welcome to DGGS! I can remember when I 
first joined the 6th form, it was scary (and I'd been a student there 
for 5 years already!), but it was great! Everyone was so welcoming 
and everyone else was nervous, so in the end, it didn't matter. All the 
teachers in this school are amazing; they will go above and beyond to 
help you - this I do know as I had to take a week or so off school for 
"compassionate leave" and the teachers 
could not have been more helpful in 
keeping me going with lessons and the 
Sixth Form Team were amazingly 
supportive and helped me through the 
struggle.  
If I could give any piece of advice for your 
time here, it would be embracing 
everything you possibly can; we have so 
much to offer besides just lessons! There are so many great extra-
curricular activities, trips and experiences that make the school 
special. But perhaps the most special part of the school is its sense of 
community, which we hope you feel throughout your time here. Bella. 
P.S. If you ever need to talk to anyone, any of the Lead Prefect Team 
will happily do so and we all hope you have an amazing time at 
DGGS. 

Annie Prescott – Lead Prefect 
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Welcome to everyone, whether you’re coming 
from another school or have already studied at 
DGGS! I study three A-Levels (History, 
German and English) all of which I am 
passionate about, and I love being able to study 
the subjects I enjoy in more depth than GCSE. 
The experience of Sixth Form is different from 
any other stage of the school- there is a focus on 
independent learning and of course Sixth Form 
can only be what you make it. However, the 

support available here at DGGS is incredible: from the pastoral team 
to the subject teachers to us as the Lead Prefect Team, everyone is 
willing to help you out and ensure you can thrive in the very 
nurturing environment of the school.  

The extra-curricular opportunities here are also amazing- I have 
been able to take part in so many events that I wouldn’t have had the 
opportunity to otherwise. My favourite memory is the Rotary 
Christmas dinner I was able to attend this year as the Vice-President 
of Interact (the Rotary branch in the school). There are so many 
chances to make the most of, and I would recommend taking every 
chance you can! Finally, I can’t wait to meet you all hopefully in 
September, and I hope you enjoy your time at DGGS.   
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What is your favourite thing 
about Sixth Form here at DGGS? 
We asked a range of students and 

here’s what they said: 
v Being treated like adults more and having the freedom 

to structure our study. 
v Although there is a change in workload, it is bearable 

because of the amount of support that is available. 
Study periods also help me a lot as it gives me time to 
do work in school to help me reach deadlines and help 
me keep on top of my work. 

v I like having study periods to catch up on work, revision 
or looking into universities so that you have more time 
at home for socialising. 

v I like the learning atmosphere and also the sense of 
community in all of my lessons. 

v I love the smaller class sizes- it’s so nice to have a 
friendly group of people that you get to know well! 

v I love that there’s never a boring moment- there are so 
many opportunities to do in school. 

v Being able to pick the subjects you want to learn. 
v Smaller class sizes, more 1-1. 
v The community and freedom you get around your 

subjects and how you study. 
v My favourite thing about Sixth Form is probably how 

friendly and close the community is as well as all of the 
different opportunities that are available such as 
societies and trips. 

v The independence- lots more trust from teachers and it 
feels like you are actually in control of what you do in 
the day and what you learn. 
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v Sixth Form gives you a lot more independence in the 
ways you choose to study, and flexibility when it comes 
to subjects you want to do. However, there is still plenty 
of academic support from the teachers. 

v My favourite thing about Sixth Form is that it is a 
relaxed environment and we are treated like and 
trusted to be the young adults that we are. 

v I like that I only do subjects I'm interested in and enjoy 
as it means I'm more motivated to do work. 

v The opportunity to do work and revise during school 
time in study periods rather than having to leave this 
work to do during free time at home. 

v The ability to access facilities during your study periods 
to develop your coursework and other subjects. 

v The range of places to go within the school during study 
periods: whether it’s to socialise or to revise/for 
homework. 

v Study periods - they can be good for homework, extra 
study or just cooling off between lessons. 

v The independence we get, e.g. we get more 
responsibilities and are trusted with our studies. 

v There's is a lot more freedom and a closer relationship 
with teachers. Free / study periods allow you to catch 
up on work. 

v That we can focus on a few subjects instead of 10. It 
allows you to explore what you like and getter a better 
understanding. 

v Getting to help with younger years, whether it be some 
form of prefect or a peer mentor. 

v Wearing your clothes, you can express yourself. 
v The level of independence and respect is given to us 

from the teachers. 



	 	 	
	

	 	 10	
	

v My favourite thing about Sixth Form is the support you 
get when it all gets too much. 

v Free periods and leaving for lunch. As an external 
student, I noticed that the school was very friendly and 
welcoming. I found that making friends was easy. 

v There are only 3 or 4 subjects to do so the workload 
isn’t too heavy. 

v The community! Everyone has a really good time 
together, we all love seeing each other and having 
spaces to socialise. 

v Smaller classes - less daunting and more comfortable 
learning environment. Having external students come 
in - I’ve made some amazing new friends from this. 

v The smaller classes mean that the teachers can take 
the time to give each student the help and attention 
they need which leads to a good class atmosphere. 
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Art and Design 
What does the average week look like in your subject? 

Each lesson focuses on a different area within the subject: 
creative workshops, personal projects, and a photography 
element. These all interlink and consolidate your bookwork, 
so overall there is a lot of diverse content you would produce 
within a week. 
There is a lot of self-led work. Sometimes there are planned 
workshop lessons but it's largely self-led work, consisting of 
creating your project and book work. The best thing about 
Art is the opportunity to be independent and creative! 
What are your top revision tips for your subject? 

Even though there is not much ‘content’ to revise as there is 
no written exam, a tip I would have for this subject is to be 
as creative as you can and think outside the box from 
different perspectives, as examiners love seeing unique 
work. Another thing is not trying to leave this work until the 
last minute, as it can tamper with the quality of work you 
produce and won’t demonstrate your best ability. Time 
management is key to success within your A-Levels. 
For book work, always have artist research and ensure you 
explore how it links to your piece of art you’re creating. Like 
with everything, practice makes perfect. This is particularly 
important in art. Practice is the key to success. 
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Biology 
What does the average week look like in your subject? 

We have three blocks of double lessons a week, with two 
teachers. With each teacher we learn about a different topic, 
using a range of resources including PowerPoints, textbooks, 
and interactive online features. We also do set practical 
experiments, where we organise and plan a biological 
investigation	with the instructions	and equipment provided. 
These can be chemical tests, dissections, etc. While a lot of 
the subject is theory, there are still many hands-on aspects. 
Homework is set in manageable and relevant sections to 
help us review our knowledge. 
There is a lot of microscope work, note-taking, a lot of 
practical practice of all sorts at least once every few weeks, 
sometimes multiple times a week. 
An average week is usually having 3 lessons with one 
teacher studying one topic and 3 lessons with another 
teacher studying a different topic. In the first few terms, 
both teachers will teach the fundamentals in biology so you 
can learn other topics with relative ease. This order of 
teaching ensures you go into the subject with a strong 
framework for the two years. 
The best part of biology is the experiments! They are more 
hands-on and can range from dissections to computer 
modelling! It is also great to be able to learn about the 
complexities of the human body and animal bodies and being 
able to apply this to real life, particularly if you have an 
interest in Medicine or Veterinary Medicine.  
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What are your top revision tips for your subject? 

Retrieval practice is a key way of revision for biology as it is 
a way to check how well you remember and understand a 
topic - writing everything you can remember, then going 
back to your notes and filling in the information you forgot. 
Online educational videos and interactive diagrams are also 
helpful, as a lot of biological processes we learn about are 
easier to understand through diagrams. Past papers are 
useful to learn about question structure, and the phrasing 
needed. 
Read the textbook, take notes, and do the questions on the 
pages so you get a solid foundation and practise lots of 
questions. Practice questions allow you to familiarise 
yourself with what you may be asked in the exam. Also, you 
could try doing these practice questions in exam timings. 
Learn your key terms and definitions, if you understand 
them, you can use them and get higher marks. Also, if you 
don't understand something when you learn it initially, keep 
going over the topic until you feel confident since you might 
not be able to understand other topics. 
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Business Studies 
What does the average week look like in your subject? 

Content is split between Mr Stanley and Mrs Keeler, 
covering the main themes of business throughout the year. 
The lessons are mainly made up of group activities, video 
clips, practice questions and class discussions. There are 
three double lessons a week which the teachers share; this 
way it’s easier to get through the content. The best part is 
it’s all available on OneNote as well so that we can keep up-
to-date with lessons and refer back to key points if we need 
more questions. The majority of the PowerPoints also have 
questions about the topic we have just learnt so that we can 
practise. The guides provided make it easier to keep ahead 
of work schedules but also to refine and look further into a 
topic which you may be unsure about. 
What are your top revision tips for your subject? 

The main revision for business is completing questions, 
doing short 4 markers or large 20makers. The more 
questions you complete, the better the grades you will get. 
Mrs Keeler and Mr Stanley also provide a folder where you 
can put extra questions to keep track of ,  and this gets you 
more familiar with the way questions are written and the 
style they want you to write them in to reach full marks and 
hit the higher bands. 
What is the best thing about studying business? 
Minus the famous biscuit breaks (!), the best bit about 
business is gaining that extra knowledge of the world as a 
whole. Mr Stanley’s constant stream of emails on world 
events really opens your eyes to how many business 
connections there are with everything you do in your day to 
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day life and you start to realise and spot things you didn’t 
see before - it’s a great new outlook to have with life! 

Chemistry 
What does the average week look like in your subject? 

Receiving PowerPoints to work through to do practice 
questions and to make notes from and then being set 
assignments on the topic learnt. 
On an average week, we have three lessons of Pure 
Chemistry (learning about periodic trends for example) and 
we have three lessons of Organic Chemistry. However, 
sometimes the concepts we learn can appear in both lessons.  
The best part of Chemistry is being able to expand your 
GCSE knowledge and being able to apply chemistry to 
everyday concepts! During Chemistry A-Level, you can 
increasingly use reasoning skills and develop your maths 
skills from the GCSE. 
What are your top revision tips for your subject? 

Practice questions, practice questions, more practice 
questions (!) and checking what the mark scheme wants. 
Learn the basic concepts by heart, so that when you get to 
the harder concepts, you can apply your basic knowledge. 
Having a foundation will ensure that the two years of the 
subject will be manageable.  
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Classical Civilisation 
What does the average week look like in your subject? 

It's really nice! We have five lessons a week in year 12 - 13 
on Greek Religion and two on the Odyssey- and it’s really 
fun! We have a pretty small class size which is lovely and 
very useful as we can all have a discussion where everyone 
participates, so if you don't already know the others in your 
class you soon will. It's a great and interesting subject and 
the teachers are lovely! One of the best parts about this 
subject is that it is not something everyone does as not a 
huge number of schools offer this subject, so it stands out as 
something different and exciting for prospective employers. 
What are your top revision tips for your subject? 

I would say keep on top of summarising each book and topic 
as you finish them. I wish I'd done this at the beginning of 
the year as it was a long task to complete a revision booklet 
for the whole of the Greek religion section! 
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Criminology 
What does the average week look like in your subject? 

My class found Criminology such an interesting subject to 
study as an AS Level that we all pushed for it to become a 
full A level! (And now it is!) I also find that due to a large 
portion of your grade being based on controlled assessment 
work, in which you have access to your revision materials, it 
makes it a lot less stressful when faced with sitting the end-
of-year exam. The controlled assessment can also be retaken 
so if you don’t perform as well as you would have liked or 
just want to have the confidence of walking into the exam 
with an already high grade you have the option to do so. Mr 
Walton makes the subject extremely engaging and pushes 
you to achieve to the best of your ability. 

Criminology is helpful if you want to get an insight into 
what studying Law or Criminology would be like, but even if 
you aren’t thinking about going into Criminology later on in 
life it is still a very useful and engaging subject which I 
recommend highly to any student joining our Sixth Form. 

You will get roughly one or two bits of homework a week. 
You will usually do some research on a case or answer an 
exam question 

We have two double periods a week where we have very 
interactive lessons. We go through PowerPoints and watch 
documentaries to enrich our knowledge. 

The best thing about studying Criminology is being able to 
look at real case studies and being able to apply 
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criminological theories to deduce what may lead to a 
particular crime being committed.  

 

What are your top revision tips for your subject? 

Ensure that you complete all your case studies on time and 
in detail. Keep folder organised and make a case study page 
which compiles all the relevant case studies to one area of 
the subject such as hate crimes. 
Learning the case studies is useful and making sure you 
learn key terminology is vital – these will benefit you hugely 
in the exam! 
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Drama and Theatre Studies 
What does the average week look like in your subject? 

We combine both physical and writing elements as well as 
watching clips to explore our topics. 
In each lesson we focus on a different aspect of the course, 
an even mix of practical and written work. Homework tends 
to be either group work for practical situations, like 
devising, or watching a play, or planning a couple of essays. 
Drama is very engaging for the mind and body and gives you 
a chance to explore your creativity and to indulge in live 
performances or plays to read. It exercises your mind and 
prepares you to have a creative outlet. The high energy 
lessons and experiences from drama always leave me with a 
positive and happy mindset for the day so it’s a subject to 
take if you are enthusiastic about plays, live performances 
and drama as a whole. 
 

What are your top revision tips for your subject? 

Watch lots of performances as well as keeping a tidy folder 
than you can refer back to and test yourself with practice 
questions. 
Familiarise yourself with the plays and the pieces you study; 
watch as many different plays as you can to broaden the 
techniques you recognise. Plan lots of essays of different 
titles for the written parts of the course - the questions have 
similar formats and themes so the more you plan the better 
prepared you’ll be for the question that comes up in the 
exam. 
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DT Product Design 
What does the average week look like in your subject? 

We have combined days of both theory and practical lessons. 
We are set projects/tasks so we can come up with ideas, 
model, and design solutions which help us to prepare for our 
NEA in Year 13. Depending on the type of project that is set, 
we learn and develop new skills that are relevant to the 
products we are creating which also helps with the theory 
side of the course. We are left to use our initiative to create 
projects and we always have the help of the teachers to help 
teach us how to use equipment or think or how we can do 
our  coursework to the best of our ability. 
Like GCSE, throughout the first year, you complete various 
projects in which you produce a product to suit a client. 
Filtered into this is the theory which you learn alongside 
production and during dedicated lessons. 
The best part of this subject is being able to use your 
initiative. You are left to think independently when 
engaging in creative projects which provide solutions for 
issues that various clients may face. 
What are your top revision tips for your subject? 

For the theory side of DT, most of the exam papers are based 
on how your mind creates solutions to problems. You learn 
most of the theory side whilst going through your 
coursework projects throughout the year, so you are learning 
and revising without recognising you are doing so. I am 
currently making flashcards for some of the key processes 
but we also have a book for our theory lessons which is a 
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good revision tool to keep and read now and then to refresh 
our memory. 
For the theory, try to learn the key detailed names of 
materials and their properties, as that is the most common 
topics of all exam questions and can help gain more marks 
for going into more detail. For the project side, always do as 
much research on the client and the existing products to 
help inspire adaptations and designs for your product. 
Knowing as much as you can before designing helps your 
confidence as you have a more defined idea of how your 
product needs to be designed. 

Economics B (Applied Economics) 
What does the average week look like in your subject? 

Lesson time is split between Mr Stanley and Mrs Keeler. We 
go through PowerPoints, make notes, have discussions, and 
answer questions. Practice questions are often set as 
homework but we are given plenty of time to do them. 
We study a new subject every week or so, and then answer 
questions revolving around that topic, with helpful guidance 
from both Mrs Keeler and Mr Stanley. 
 

What are your top revision tips for your subject? 

Read the chapters in the textbook - they're very good. The 
best way to revise is to do as many additional practice 
questions as possible. We are provided with plenty of 
resources as well as mark schemes to get used to writing 
top-level answers. 
Answer lots of practice questions, check the mark schemes 
and see how you could improve. 
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English Literature 

What does the average week look like in your subject? 

 

I really enjoy the texts we study (‘A Streetcar Named 
Desire’, ‘Dracula’, ‘The Picture of Dorian Gray’ etc.) and it’s 
interesting to study the symbolism within texts and the 
emotion behind the characters which we can understand 
through the context, genre and stereotypes of the period 
which it was written. When studying ‘Streetcar’ I have 
especially enjoyed analysing the purpose of the writer which 
I think we can see through the use of stagecraft and the 
allegorical message 

 

A typical English Literature lesson would involve a recap 
from the previous lesson (without looking at notes), which I 
find very useful to make sure I am retaining the key ideas. 

It has some similarities in terms of skills to the GCSE 
course. For example, the approach to analysing poetry is 
similar and the ‘An Inspector Calls’ essay style is similar to 
‘A Streetcar Named Desire’. Class discussions within lessons 
ensure that you can think critically about different 
meanings connected to key images.  

 

One of the best parts of studying English is being able to 
strengthen your analytical skills about the past and present 
through reading literature. You are positioned to consider, if 
applicable, what the writer is attempting to manifest within 
their text. For example, in Williams’ ‘A Streetcar Named 
Desire’, the play can be seen as a manifesto of Williams’ 
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anxieties surrounding the decline in values of inherited 
wealth, chastity and affluence due to the rise of values 
associated with the American Dream, a concept many of you 
may have considered during GCSE history.  

 

What are your top revision tips for your subject? 

Revision techniques that are most effective include retrieval 
practise, quotation banks (by theme/character) and the York 
Notes study guides are useful for key themes, chapter 
summaries and character analysis. 
English A-Level is centred around analysis and evaluation, 
which is, in my opinion, the biggest difference to GCSE 
English. If you are aiming for top grades, the ability to 
consider various interpretations of key images is invaluable. 
When revising, I like to try and imagine a possible question 
that may come up in the exam, find a key image which I can 
use for my argument, and try to think of multiple 
interpretations in relation to the question. I also create 
essay plans and essay mindmaps and try to learn them, this 
way you can go into an exam knowing what you could write 
about. 
 

Film Studies 
What does the average week look like in your subject? 

Each term you study a different film from varying genres 
and eras. When studying each film, you look into key scenes 
throughout the narrative and analyse certain shots. By 
using film form elements, you identify key objects/subjects 
within the frame and analyse them, stating how and why 
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the director has placed them this way to create a certain 
tone/atmosphere etc. 
The best part of studying film studies is being encouraged to 
watch multiple similar films in a short space of time, and 
then having seminars to discuss our thoughts and how 
various films link. The subject can be influenced by our own 
opinions which makes it engaging, which in turn increases 
interest within particular genres. 
What are your top revision tips for your subject? 

Each shot and their analysis are crucial for exam questions. 
So, a revision tip is to revise each key shot in as much detail 
as possible and always link these points in with 
context/theory, to create a flowing essay answer. 

French 

What does the average week look like in your subject? 

We cover a range of different topics every week along with 
vocabulary tests weekly and speaking practice once a week. 
Topics include traditions and festivals, lessons on French 
literature and speaking sessions. 
The best part of studying French is being able to learn about 
French history and the current affairs of the country, which 
help to contextualise the language more than you can at 
GCSE. 
What are your top revision tips for your subject? 

Try to go over vocabulary every day - it’s such a big part of 
French and by the end of the year, you won’t have to go over 
every topic again. I also recommend watching French news 
every day so you understand the language a bit more and it 
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slowly starts to become more familiar. Also, make mind 
maps with statistics for each topic. 
Use Quizlet for vocabulary, mind maps and flashcards for 
statistics. 

 

                Further Mathematics  
 
What does the average week look like in your subject?  

Double lessons are used to teach content, singles for 
consolidation through practising questions. The teacher 
will talk through important points about the topic and 
where it could apply to real life situations. Sometimes, 
props are used for mechanics to help us understand how 
the maths applies to real life (e.g. nerf guns when we 
study projectiles). We are given weekly review 
homework as well as homework for the current topics. 
It is important to do lots of personal revision outside of 
set work, going over that week’s work, making sure you 
understand. 	

The best part of Further Maths, if you have a passion 
for maths, is being able to further your knowledge of 
your standard maths A-Level work. Also, the subject 
provides a good bridge from Sixth Form to university if 
you are considering continuing with a STEM subject at 
a higher education level. 	
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What are your top revision tips for your 
subject?  
Try to do as many textbook questions and exam 
questions as you can - the more practice you get the 
better, and the more familiar you get with the format of 
longer questions, like modelling, the quicker you can 
process and complete them in the exam.	

 
 

                 

  

Geography 
What does the average week look like in your subject? 

Each week of lessons is split between the three aspects of 
the subject where we have a different teacher for each. 
These are physical, human and debate/hazards. As each bit 
is taught by a different teacher, it's easy to remember and it 
splits up the week, so we aren't learning anything for too 
long. In the lessons, we do a range of things from 
PowerPoints to documentaries which are always fun and 
engaging and sometimes we do exam questions which is 
great practice as the feedback we get helps with improving 
our answers. 
The best part about studying geography is being able to 
consider debates within the subject. A particularly 
interesting debate you cover is ‘to what extent have the 
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WHO and other NGO’s used strategies to combat the 
migration of disease’. This is particularly interesting as it 
presents the link between studying geography and the 
everyday problems we face within our world. 
What are your top revision tips for your subject? 

I would say learning case studies. Using mind maps or 
revision cards to learn case studies is helpful and once you 
have learnt them, you can apply the knowledge for the case 
studies to other questions, so it is really useful. Create mind 
maps on case studies with statistics and factors that could 
link to questions. 
 

 

German 
One of the most important things to realise about studying a 
language at A-Level is that it is very different from studying 
it at GCSE. There is a change from your teachers doing a lot 
of the work at GCSE, guiding you along, to an emphasis of 
independent study at A-Level. I think that this is one of the 
most rewarding subjects to study- your proficiency in the 
language increases very quickly, while also learning about 
the country. There are a set number of topics to learn, 
deepening your understanding of culture and the structure 
(like environment, the school system, festivals and 
traditions…), and there is also a study of a book and a film. 
If you are considering German A-Level, be prepared for an 
exciting two years studying all aspects of culture while 
progressing in the language too. 
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One of the best bits of studying this subject is the small class 
sizes, as well as the high quality of teaching. There are only 
four people in my German class, and even though it sounds 
daunting it is possibly one of the best situations to challenge 
me. Every subject at A-Level has relatively small classes, 
but it is particularly beneficial when learning a language 
because you have to speak in lessons- you can’t just hope 
someone else comes up with an answer. The teaching 
methods used are quite informal. For example, students are 
encouraged to have class discussions rather than raise their 
hand. When you have an opinion on something, you should 
express that, and because you are all learning and 
discussing topics together, you can see other viewpoints you 
may have not considered. The standard of teaching for 
German is really good- both Frau Vere and Frau King are 
very passionate about their subjects and it shows through 
their teaching. They are so motivational and supportive of 
you while bringing out the best in you and encouraging you 
to challenge yourself. 
What does the average week look like in your subject? 

The teaching for German is split between both of our 
excellent German teachers- Frau King and Frau Vere. I 
have six lessons a week- two on Monday, Tuesday, and 
Thursday, which are all 50 minutes each. 

o Every Monday morning, we study the topics required in 
our specification. Typically, we would take down any notes 
we needed, read through handouts we would be given, watch 
a video about the topic and answer some questions about it. 

o On a Tuesday, we would have one lesson with Frau King to 
study an important grammar point, and then one lesson 
with Frau Vere to read through and discuss the book we 
study, Der Besuch der Alten Dame. 
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o Finally, there is a double lesson with Frau Vere on a 
Thursday, where we read through the book together and 
annotate. This can be challenging because it is mostly 
taught in German, but by being immersed in the language 
you pick the vocabulary up so quickly. 

o You are also expected to do wider reading each week. 
There is a reading log, on which you should find two or three 
articles a week and either print them out or write up your 
findings. It is crucial to constantly be listening to and 
reading things in the language you are studying, so you get 
used to different accents and speeds. 

o Each week we also have a vocabulary test, so you have a 
set list of words about the topic you are studying to learn 
and be tested on once a week. These aren’t huge 
assessments, just a simple ten minutes of a lesson which 
ensures you stay on track and are putting the effort in. 

 

What are your top revision tips for your subject? 

My main tip for German revision is keeping on top of it all. 
Whenever you finish a topic, check the specification and 
summarise all the key points onto a mind map, so when you 
have to revise for exams you have a quick summary of each 
topic. For the book and the film, make quotation banks, 
character profiles, plot maps and anything you find helpful- 
it is a lot of content to remember and having a simplified 
format often helps. Another really useful tip is to have a 
‘vocab book’. When it comes to the weekly vocabulary tests, I 
always write up the list of words I have to learn into a small 
exercise book. This is so helpful when it comes to revising 
later in the year- all the words we have learnt are all in one 
place and organised by date, making it really easy to find 
anything you are stuck on. As well as all of this, the reading 
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log I have mentioned before is very useful, because you are 
constantly recalling information and have all of your 
research recorded. I know it sounds like a lot, but it all pays 
off. 

History 
What does the average week look like in your subject? 

We have six lessons a week, some are doubles (1hr and 40 
minutes) and some singles (50 minutes) depending on the 
timetable. It’s usually very detailed in terms of content, but 
there’s always time to go over and revise any uncertainties. 
Exam practise is vital, and many lessons are focused solely 
on improving our exam technique. Teachers and students 
have one-to-one sessions to teach us how to develop our 
answers.  
One of the best things about this subject is the depth and 
detail you go into. I have found that usually you come out 
with differing opinions of famous points of history that you 
came in with. Also, learning about the foreign policy of the 
Tudor monarchs and how this influenced their entire key 
aims. The ‘Coursework’ element of the course allows you to 
explore your interests and to introduce university-style 
research, which is motivating when trying to work towards 
the high grades. 
 
What are your top revision tips for your subject? 

Make sure you revise from the start. Even if it’s just 10 
simple questions or a little knowledge test every once in a 
while, the course moves quite fast, so make sure you 
understand by testing yourself before moving on. Don’t be 
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afraid to ask your teacher for some resources or guidance for 
this. 
Timelines are a great way to recap your knowledge as the 
course is not taught chronologically but rather in themes. 
Seeing the events unfold solidifies your understanding of the 
topics and are very useful. Try to stay on top of your work.  
Further develop your understanding of the topic by watching 
documentaries or YouTube videos - even films or books 
based on the era can be a source of knowledge. 

 

 

Mathematics 
What does the average week look like in your subject? 

There are three double periods of maths in a regular week, 
which means you get three normal periods (50 minutes) with 
each of your two teachers. We get regular longer pieces of 
homework every week which is due the week after and this 
is based on topics that we need to revise, and then we get 
smaller homework tasks throughout the week.  
Typically, you focus on two topics with two teachers, so 3 
lessons with each teacher. You learn the concept, go through 
examples and then do topic practise (so very much like 
GCSE). Homework tends to be finishing off uncompleted 
work or  
The teacher usually talks through key notes and models 
examples and we make our notes. We have weekly review 
homework as well as homework for the current topics. It is 
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important to do lots of personal revision outside of set work, 
going over that week’s work, making sure you understand  
The best part of Maths A-level is not just studying pure 
maths but also doing statistics and mechanics! 	
What are your top revision tips for your subject?  
Start making your notes early on and make sure to use your 
textbook as much as possible because it has everything you 
need inside it (e.g. practice questions for specific topics, 
overall revision questions and past papers).  
It is important to keep going over work. Keep doing practice 
questions from topics you learnt earlier in the year 
otherwise you may forget how to do them.  
Do as many textbook questions and exam questions as you 
can - the more practice you get the better, and the more 
familiar you get with the format of longer questions, like 
modelling, the quicker you can process and complete them in 
the exam 
 

 
 

 

Philosophy, Theology and Ethics 
What does the average week look like in your subject? 

We get set some work in religious studies three times per 
week. Two lessons either on theology or ethics and one on 
philosophy. We get given a PowerPoint to go through and 
make detailed notes on alongside worksheets to complete. 
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We are provided with plenty of resources every lesson, for 
example, these range from extracts from key scholars to 
Biblical quotes. At the end of Year 13, you will complete 
three papers: Philosophy, Theology (of Christianity) and 
Ethics. During home learning, I have adapted a note-taking 
technique which ensures I retain lots of information. This 
consists of taking an A3 page of plain paper and then folding 
it in half like a booklet. On the first two sides, I complete 
PowerPoint notes, on the last two sides I complete textbook/ 
YouTube/ internet/ revision booklet notes. This ensures that 
I have a full information bank prepared when it comes to 
revising in Year 13. Also, one of my biggest tips would be to 
ensure that you know your specification. The Chief 
Examiner will pick exam questions from there, so, as long as 
you know your specification, you should be set. In Religious 
Studies, it is always important to directly answer the 
question. In your first sentence, or ‘thesis’ statement, 
directly answer the question to prove to the examiner you 
know what you are going to debate throughout the essay. 
First impressions count. This subject is so incredible and one 
of my favourites (all my subjects are my favourite). You are 
positioned to consider key issues such as euthanasia, the 
problem of evil, whether Jesus knew that he was the son of 
God. Regardless of your religious position, you will come out 
of your RS lessons questioning the world and the 
foundations of society. The best part about this subject is 
that it prepares you for a degree in subjects such as Law, 
Politics, Criminology etc, as the ethics side of the course, in 
particular, will encourage you to think critically about the 
foundations of human law and government. Ultimately, you 
learn the most about the foundations of society and law 
through this subject, so, if you have an interest in learning 
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about why things are the way they are, Religious Studies is 
for you. 
What are your top revision tips for your subject? 

To make mind maps on key areas and flashcards on key 
terms. 
As stated previously, the A3 paper trick works so well. You 
will be provided with very useful revision booklets for each 
topic, which provide a neat summary of what you will need 
to learn for the exam. During the summer I plan to get all 
my revision resources completed for Year 13, to this end, I 
plan on completing essay plan mind maps. These can be 
great to learn for the exam, so if that question or a similar 
topic arises, you will be prepared. For RS, class discussion is 
an invaluable technique to revise content. Due to the nature 
of the subject, you will be positioned to consider various 
contrasting viewpoints, enabling you to form your own 
opinion on topics. When revising, note down the possible 
arguments about a subject, as this will provide you for an 
argument and counterargument within your essays. 
 

 

Photography 
What does the average week look like in your subject? 

In Year 12 you mostly complete mini projects on certain 
types of photography, for example, surrealism or long 
exposure photography, with the main focus at the beginning 
of the year being on getting used to working the cameras 
and using the right settings depending on what photos you 
want to take. Currently, for me, we’re writing our essays for 
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our coursework project, but a normal photography lesson is 
working on your projects and researching images and 
photographers you want to write about. 
The best part of this subject is the freedom you are provided 
with. You can explore different photography techniques and 
photographers, and this exploration will help you formulate 
your own style and ideas. 
What are your top revision tips for your subject? 

Take as many photos as you can with different settings!! 
Even if you don’t plan to use every photo you take in your 
project it helps you find the style of photography you enjoy 
most by experimenting with settings, background etc. Also, 
do your projects on photographers you are personally 
interested in; there’s not any limit on which photographers 
and artists you want to use, my advice would be to keep 
sticking to styles and techniques you are interested in and 
won’t get bored of. 
 

 

Physics 
What does the average week look like in your subject? 

Two 100 minute lessons and two 50 minute lessons. A 
mixture of learning new content and a lot of practice 
questions with the occasional practical. 
Physics is split into two. So, we have four lessons with one 
teacher and two lessons with another teacher, who both 
teach us different topics. In the first year, one teacher will 
mostly focus on Particle Physics, whilst the other teacher 
focuses on Waves and Mechanics. 
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Double lessons for content, singles for consolidation - 
questions; usually have a PowerPoint and make our notes; 
weekly review homework as well as homework for the 
current topics. Lots of personal revision outside of set work, 
going over that week’s work, making sure you understand. 
The best part of physics is being able to apply what you 
learn in class to real-life situations! 
What are your top revision tips for your subject? 

Do exam questions as many as possible I find this is the best 
way to get better at certain topics. 
Learn your equations and fundamental knowledge. If you 
learn these, you can do any question no matter the difficulty, 
since a lot of the questions are "common sense". 
Do as many textbook questions and exam questions as you 
can, the more practice you get the better, and the more 
familiar you get with the format of longer questions, like 
modelling, the quicker you can process and complete them in 
the exam.  
 

Psychology  
 
What does the average week look like in your subject?  
Focusing on a topic along with three essay plans per week. 	

In each lesson, we look at a new topic, do a practice question then go 
through the evaluation. An essay plan is set to go with each lesson as 
homework. Also, we do the odd practical lesson doing something a bit 
different such as making ‘drug boxes’ to learn about drug therapies. 	
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Every lesson study a new topic in a theme, and then for homework 
write an essay plan revolving around that topic. 	

You can expect to have three double periods every week. There is a 
lot of content to learn within a week, but not an amount I can’t cope 
with. 	

The best thing about Psychology is being able to receive a more in-
depth understanding of how relationships are formed and maintained 
through the attachment topic. The effect that childhood treatment and 
experiences may have on adulthood is fascinating. 	

What are your top revision tips for your subject?  
I strongly recommend writing essay plans fully so at the end of the 
year you already pretty much have an essay for every small topic. 
Psychology involves a lot of content so condensing things to 
mindmaps and then revision cards are really key and it’s what I find 
works for me. 	

Ensure that you annotate the class notes. Most of us write mind maps 
of each topic to go with the printed notes. Complete the essay plans 
and practise writing them in timed conditions. 	

Make quality notes with key information Revise how to write each 
essay. 	

Use the textbook and my folder to make some revision cards. I also 
put key terms and studies into Quizlet to go over. 	

 

Sociology 	
 
What does the average week look like in your subject?  
Lessons typically involve a PowerPoint presentation on the board 
with the teachers talking through it, or having the PowerPoint printed 
on the desk and annotating it and practising exam questions. The 
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homework is to typically look over what we have done in lessons, to 
fully consolidate our knowledge.  

The best thing about studying Sociology is being able to learn about 
real-world problems, which opens your eyes to issues such as gender 
inequality, education and religious differences. 	

What are your top revision tips for your subject?  

Make mind maps with the important parts from that topic and then 
practise using the retrieval practice to ensure you learn it. Also, 
making summary sheets at the end of each week is valuable when you 
come to revise for mocks and exams in Year 13. Everything is in one 
place so you are not stressed making materials at the last minute.	

 

 

 


