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English – Term 1 

Romeo and Juliet 
Students explore the key concept of tragedy through their engagement with this unit which 

prepares them for GCSE and A Level study. Skills of annotation are developed utilising a 

series of key extracts from the play. Students are also expected to understand the concept of 

dramatic irony. For their main assessment tasks, students will analyse the presentation of 

significant characters and evaluate the importance of central themes, such as violence. 

Additionally, students will have opportunities to develop their imaginative and transactional 

writing abilities through tasks such as writing diary entries from the perspective of main 

characters. 

Term 2 

Animal Farm  
Students explore totalitarianism, capitalism, and socialism through their study of this 

allegorical narrative. Knowledge of key contextual background information surrounding the 

Russian Revolution is taught to develop an appreciation of the power of allegory. Manipulation 

and persuasion are studied through analysis of the text, whilst students will also have 

opportunities to produce their own persuasive writing, incorporating key rhetorical tropes into 

their written work. For their main assessment tasks, students will analyse the presentation of 

Napoleon within the novella and write a persuasive letter using their knowledge of persuasive 

techniques. 

Term 3 

Belonging (reading ‘To Kill a Mockingbird’) 
Students will explore poetry from a range of diverse voices encompassing different aspects 

of identity, including: cultural identity, race, class, gender, and sexuality. One of the aims of 

this unit is to broaden students’ appreciation of the multitude of lived experiences and to foster 

a sense of inclusivity. Students are expected to engage with the class reader (‘To Kill a 

Mockingbird’) as this text depicts the theme of belonging and issues surrounding race in 

1960s America. The main assessed task for this unit is a comparative essay analysing the 

similarities and differences between two prepared poems, whilst weaving relevant contextual 

details into their responses. Students will also have a number of imaginative and transactional 

writing opportunities, including writing a letter to explain and argue. 

Term 4 

Introduction to American Literature (reading ‘Of Mice 

and Men’) 
Students will explore Steinbeck’s ‘Of Mice and Men’. We approach the novella by focusing on 

key themes such as loneliness and dreams and interrogate the ways in which different 

characters relate to these themes. The contextual background for this novella is central to 

understanding the text. As a result, students develop an understanding of: The Great 

Depression, the roles of itinerant workers, racism, sexism and how Darwinian evolutionary 

theory relates to the novella. Annotation and close textual analysis are key features of this 

unit and students will write an evaluative essay exploring the significance of a key theme from 

the text. There are also imaginative writing and drama opportunities within this unit. 

 



Term 5 

Introduction to Victorian Literature (reading ‘The 

Adventures of Sherlock Holmes’) 
Students will explore and analyse a range of extracts from Victorian Literature to lay the 

foundations for study of one of the English Language GCSE papers. Acquisition of vocabulary 

and an appreciation of the typical written style of Victorian Literature is a key focus. Over the 

course of the unit, students will have annotated a number of different extracts from canonical 

writers and will use their understanding to write a descriptive piece evoking life in Victorian 

London. Students also complete an assessment in the style of an English Language GCSE 

paper on one of the extracts covered over the course of the term. For reading homework, 

students will be expected to read short stories from ‘The Adventures of Sherlock Holmes’ as 

an introduction to the crime and mystery genres. 

Term 6 

Introduction to ‘Macbeth’ 
In the final term, students will develop their contextual understanding of this play which is a 

GCSE Literature text for them in KS4. They will be expected to learn key vocabulary which 

will be tested. They will learn about the significance of key contextual factors, such as: 

witchcraft, the Gunpowder Plot of 1605, biblical and classical allusions, the reign of James I, 

and much more. Students will have transactional writing opportunities to consolidate their 

understanding of some of these key contextual areas. 

 

Mathematics – Term 1  
Unit 1 - Number 
Students will be given the opportunity to build on their year 7 & 8 knowledge of numerical 

methods by applying the four operations, including formal written methods, to integers & 

decimals. They will revisit place value, rounding & estimating and will learn how to convert to 

and from standard form with confidence as well and performing calculations. They will learn 

how to recognise and use relationships between the operations, including the use of 

conventional notation for priority of operations, using brackets, powers, roots and reciprocals. 

They will continue to extend their understanding of the concepts and vocabulary of prime 

numbers, factors, multiples, common factors, common multiples, highest common factor, 

lowest common multiple, prime factorisation, including using product notation and the unique 

factorisation theorem. Students will learn how to apply systematic listing strategies including 

use of the product rule for counting. Their existing knowledge of powers and roots will be 

extended to include negative and fractional indices and they will learn how to calculate with 

surds. They will have an introduction into how to rationalise the denominator which will be 

built on in year 10 and 11.  A Unit Check list has been provided to every student. 

Term 2  
Unit 2 Algebra 
Building on the knowledge from unit 1 they will also use the symbols =, ≠, <, >, ≤, ≥ and the 

concepts and vocabulary of expressions, equations, formulae, identities, inequalities, terms 

and factors.  Students need to be able to simplify and manipulate algebraic expressions, 

substitute numerical values into formulae and expressions, including scientific formulae and 

interpret algebraic notation, including: 



• ab in place of a × b 

• 3y in place of y + y + y and 3 × y 

• a2 in place of a × a, a3 in place of a × a × a, a2b in place of a × a × b 

• a/b in place of a ÷ b 

• coefficients written as fractions rather than as decimals 

• taking out common factors 

• expanding brackets 

• factorising quadratic expressions including the difference of two squares 

Students will know the difference between an equation and an identity; argue mathematically 

to show algebraic expressions are equivalent, and use algebra to support and construct 

arguments and proofs. They will learn how to solve linear equations algebraically, will be able 

to generate terms of a sequence and deduce expressions to calculate the nth term of linear 

and quadratic sequences. Recognise and use sequences of triangular, square and cube 

numbers, simple arithmetic progressions, Fibonacci type sequences and simple geometric 

progressions (r^n where n is an integer, and r is a rational number > 0). A Unit Check list has 

been provided to every student. 

Term 3  

Unit 3 Interpreting and representing data 
This term students will build on their data knowledge. They will interpret and construct tables, 

charts and diagrams, including frequency tables, bar charts, pie charts and pictograms for 

categorical data, vertical line charts for ungrouped discrete numerical data, tables and line 

graphs for time series data and know their appropriate use. Construct and interpret diagrams 

for grouped discrete data and continuous data i.e. histograms with equal and unequal class 

intervals. Use and interpret scatter graphs of bivariate data; recognise correlation and know 

that it does not indicate causation; draw estimated lines of best fit; make predictions; 

interpolate and extrapolate apparent trends whilst knowing the dangers of doing so. Students 

will be confident in the use of standard units of measure and related concepts (length, area, 

volume/capacity, mass, time, money, etc.) They will apply statistics to describe a population 

and learn how to interpret, analyse and compare the distributions of data sets from univariate 

empirical distributions through: appropriate graphical representation involving discrete, 

continuous and grouped data and appropriate measures of central tendency (median, mode 

and modal class) and spread (range, including consideration of outliers). A Unit Check list has 

been provided to every student. 
Term 4  
Unit 4 – Fractions, Ratio & Percentages 
This term gives students the opportunity to revisit and develop their knowledge on fractions, 

ratios and percentages. They will work interchangeably with terminating decimals and their 

corresponding fractions (such as 3.5 and 7/2 or 0.375 and 3/8); change recurring decimals 

into their corresponding fractions and vice versa. Percentage work will include interpreting 

percentages and percentage changes; expressing one quantity as a percentage of another; 

compare two quantities using percentages; work with percentages greater than 100%; solve 

problems involving percentage increase/decrease, and original value problems and simple 

interest including in financial mathematics. Ratio work will include dividing a given quantity 

into two parts in a given part:part or whole:part ratio; express the division of a quantity into 

two parts as a ratio; apply ratio to real contexts and problems (such as those involving 

conversion, comparison, scaling, mixing, concentrations) They will be able to understand and  

 



use proportion as equality of ratios, relate ratios to fractions and to linear functions, solve 

problems involving direct proportion and use scale factors, scale diagrams and maps. A Unit 

Check list has been provided to every student. 

Term 5  
Unit 5 – Angles & Trigonometry 
Students will become familiar with conventional terms and notations: points, lines, vertices, 

edges, planes, parallel lines, perpendicular lines, right angles, polygons, regular polygons and 

polygons with reflection and/or rotation symmetries. They will understand and use alternate 

and corresponding angles on parallel lines; derive and use the sum of angles in a triangle 

(e.g. to deduce and use the angle sum in any polygon). Students will derive and apply the 

properties and definitions of: special types of quadrilaterals, including square, rectangle, 

parallelogram, trapezium, kite and rhombus. Students will be able to apply angle facts, triangle 

congruence, similarity and properties of quadrilaterals to conjecture and derive results about 

angles and sides, including Pythagoras’ theorem and the fact that the base angles of an 

isosceles triangle are equal, and use known results to obtain simple proofs. They will revisit 

Pythagoras’ Theorem and extend their knowledge of triangles by learning how the 

relationships of the sides of a right angled triangle are connected. This is Trigonometry. By 

the end of this unit they will know the exact values of sin θ and cos θ for θ = 0°, 30°, 45°, 60° 

and 90°; know the exact value of tan θ for θ = 0°, 30°, 45° and 60°. A Unit Check list has been 

provided to every student. 

Term 6  
Unit 6 - Graphs 
This unit revises the use of standard units of mass, length, time, money and other measures 

(including standard compound measures) using decimal quantities where appropriate and 

working with coordinates in all four quadrants. Students will continue to develop their year 8 

knowledge; plot straight-line graphs in the coordinate plane; use the form y = mx + c to identify 

parallel and perpendicular lines; find the equation of the line through two given points, or 

through one point with a given gradient; identify and interpret gradients and intercepts of linear 

functions graphically and algebraically. They will extend their knowledge and learn how to 

identify and interpret roots, intercepts, turning points of quadratic functions graphically; 

recognise, sketch and interpret graphs of linear functions, quadratic functions, simple cubic 

functions, the reciprocal function y=1/x with x ≠ 0; plot and interpret graphs of non-standard 

functions in real contexts to find approximate solutions to problems such as simple kinematic 

problems involving distance, speed and acceleration. As well as these topics they will learn 

how to calculate or estimate gradients of graphs and areas under graphs (including quadratic 

and non-linear graphs) and interpret results in cases such as distance-time graphs, velocity-

time graphs and recognise and use the equation of a circle with centre at the origin extending 

to finding the equation of a tangent to a circle at a given point. A Unit Check list has been 

provided to every student. 

 

Science 
In terms 1-6, students cover all the topics listed for these terms, but the order will depend on 

the group a student is in.  

 

 

 



Term 1  
B1 Cell structure and transport, B2 Cell division 
Students begin their biology studies in year by 9 exploring a wide range of cell types including 

bacterial cells, algal cells, and specialised cells. They draw on their knowledge of cell 

organelles to explain how cell specialisation enables multicellular organisms to function 

efficiently. Students prepare slides and use microscopes. Their term 1 mathematics studies 

on standard form are further utilised in this biology unit to convert between units and complete 

magnification calculations. They learn how diffusion, osmosis, and active transport enable the 

movement of substances into and out of cells. Students develop an understanding of how 

cells become specialised and focus on the potential benefits and drawbacks of the use of 

stem cell technologies, drawing on the skills developed during their year 8 PSHE and RE 

studies to articulate informed responses to an ethical question. 

Term 2  
B3 Organisation and digestive system, B4 Organising 

plants and animals 
Having gained confidence with the fundamentals of cell structure and function, students go 

on to consider how specialised cells work together in the human digestive system and 

mammalian and plant transport systems. They learn about the function of enzymes and 

different medical interventions to assist with heart problems. Students consider the social and 

economic implications of managing plant growth. These units provide ample opportunity to 

utilise the skills developed in their year 8 graph unit from the mathematics course. 

Term 3  
C1 Atomic structure, C2 the periodic table 
In years 7 and 8 students learnt in their chemistry and physics units that particles are the 

fundamental building blocks of matter. This foundational chemistry unit examines the structure 

of the atom and explores how the current model developed over time. Their work in this unit 

on ions and isotopes also forms a bridge to their GCSE physics work on particles and 

radioactivity. Students learn further separation techniques including fractional distillation for 

the separation of crude oil. They explore the history of the development of the periodic table 

and the properties and trends for elements in groups 1 and 7. 

Term 4  
C3 Structure and bonding 
Extending their work on atomic structure, students learn how molecules are held together by 

different types of bonds including ionic and covalent bonds. They study simple molecules, 

giant covalent structures, fullerenes and graphene, giant metallic structures, nanoparticles 

and their applications. 

Term 5  
P1 Conservation and dissipation of energy, P2 Energy 

transfer by heating 
In these energy units students learn about the energy stores and transfer between stores. 

They complete calculations using the equations for gravitational potential, kinetic and elastic 



potential energy and for power. The applications of this relating to energy usage and the 

efficiency of electrical appliances are explored. In the heating section students learn about 

the heat transfer processes and specific heat capacity whilst exploring the ramifications of 

heat transfer for the heating and insulation of buildings. 

Term 6  
P3 Energy resources, P4 Electric circuits 
The energy resources unit provides strong links to the geography curriculum, with a study of 

electricity generation from a range of renewable and non-renewable resources. Students 

consider the advantages and disadvantages of these methods and their relative impact on 

the environment. They proceed to study electricity in more depth including current, potential 

difference, resistance, series and parallel circuits and component characteristics. Students 

will complete calculations to solve problems. 

 

Computing – Terms 1 & 2 
Mobile app development 
In a world where there is an app for every possible need, this unit aims to take the students 

from designer to project manager in order to create their own mobile app. Using App Lab from 

code.org, students will familiarise themselves with the coding environment and have an 

opportunity to build on the programming concepts they used in previous units before 

undertaking their project. Students will work in pairs to consider the needs of the user; 

decompose the project into smaller, more manageable parts; use the pair programming 

approach to develop their app together; and finish off by evaluating the success of the project 

against the needs of the user.  

Term 3  
Cyber Security  
This unit takes the students on an eye-opening journey of discovery about techniques used 

by cybercriminals to steal data, disrupt systems, and infiltrate networks. The students will start 

by considering the value of their data to organisations and what they might use it for. They 

will then look at social engineering techniques used by cybercriminals to try to trick users into 

giving away their personal data. The unit will look at the more common cybercrimes such as 

hacking, DDoS attacks, and malware, as well as looking at methods to protect ourselves and 

our networks against these attacks.  

Term 4 & Term 5 
Introduction to Python Programming & Python 

Programming with sequences of data 
This unit introduces students to text-based programming with Python. The lessons form a 

journey that starts with simple programs involving input and output, and gradually moves on 

through arithmetic operations, randomness, selection, and iteration. Emphasis is placed on 

tackling common misconceptions and elucidating the mechanics of program execution. 

 

 

 

 



Term 6  
Physical Computing 
This unit applies and enhances the students’ programming skills in a new engaging context: 

physical computing, using the BBC micro:bit. In this unit, students will get acquainted with the 

host of components built into the micro:bit, and write simple programs that use these 

components to interact with the physical world. In the process, they will refresh their Python 

programming skills and encounter a range of programming patterns that arise frequently in 

physical computing applications. During enrichment week, students will work in pairs to build 

a physical computing project. They will select and design their project purposefully, apply what 

they have learnt by building a prototype. 

 

History – Term 1 
Was WWI ‘inevitable’? 
Students explore the world in 1914, with particular focus on why European tensions were so 

high. We consider the role of a tiny ‘spark’ in bringing about major global events and why it is 

unfair to people in the past if we consider historical events as being inevitabilities which would 

have happened no matter what. 

Term 2 
When were the ‘roaring Twenties’? 
Students consider the impact of the first world war in bringing about seismic changes in the 

C20; from women’s suffrage and the rise of the ‘flappers’ to calls for Indian Independence and 

the devastation of poverty we assess the problems of applying broad labels to whole periods 

and wide groups of people. 

Term 3 
How did Dictators keep control?  
In this unit, students explore case studies such as Stalin's Russia, Mussolini's Italy and Mao’s 

China to understand how ideological beliefs such as communism and fascism can be used to 

propel people into power. This unit draws to some extent upon the ground work laid earlier in 

KS3 on religion and the way in which belief systems can come to dominate entire nations.  

Term 4 
What was the nature and impact of the Holocaust? 
Students begin with understanding the key concept of persecution and they focus on the 

Nuremberg Laws, the ghettos and the Final Solution to trace this barbaric and systematic 

atrocity. Wider reading on Maus by Art Spiegelmen and the documentaries of Laurence Rees 

are encouraged. The key historian focus is on interpretations—making sense of this event 

and its appalling atrocities, whilst bringing humanity to its victims. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Term 5 
How have beliefs about the cause of illness developed 

since c.500 
We begin the GCSE History course by considering a long history of illness. All students will 

begin this course as it allows us to consolidate the work done across KS3. Here we consider 

the importance of belief systems in inhibiting change, as well as the role of new technologies 

in allowing for medical breakthroughs. 

Term 6 
How easy was it to avoid getting sick c. 500 – present 

day? 
Continuing with the GCSE course, we now assess how methods of preventing illness have 

changed and developed over time. Here, the focus is particularly on how to describe the 

changes which took place, as well as being able to explain why they happened. We also look 

for patterns to see if there are key events or discoveries which have a more wide-ranging 

impact.  

 

Geography – Term 1  
Can we ever know enough about Earthquakes?  
This unit begins by investigating the structure of the Earth and the key characteristics of each 

layer. Students are introduced to continental drift theory and then use this knowledge to 

understand how the different types of plate boundary operate. Students will now have a  

thorough understanding of how volcanoes and earthquakes operate and are able to identify 

links between the location of tectonic hazards and the devastation these cause to EDC and 

LIDCs. This units provides a fundamental link to GCSE and A-level study. 
Term 2  
What is development?  
This unit introduces the concept of development. Students learn and understand key 

definitions such as standard of living and absolute and relative poverty. Students then define 

and analyse the different types of development indicator, such as GNI and HDI. Development 

is studied on a more local scale, as students compare and analyse UK poverty rates between 

1791 and 2011. The unit then moves on to EDC and LIDC countries as the BRIC and MINT 

countries are studied. Students study topics such as poverty, gender inequality and the 

Sustainable Development Goals. This unit provides a fundamental link to GCSE and A-Level 

study.  

Term 3 
How does ice change the world?  

This unit focuses on how ice has shaped the world in the past and continues to do so today. 

Students use knowledge of geomorphological processes from units 5 and 6 of year 8 to 

understand the erosional and transportation processes of ice. They study the characteristics 

and formations created by ice. Students use their knowledge of climate change from unit 4 of  

 



year 7 in order to analyse climate graphs and investigate how Earth's changing temperature 

has led to more ice melt. The unit ends with investigation and research into how glacial 

features can be used to generate electricity. This links to unit 2 of year 8. 

Term 4 
Why is the Middle East an important region?  
This unit is a study of the Middle-East Conflict between Israel and Palestine. Students 

understand the historical reasoning for conflict in the Middle East and the power of borders. 

The reasons for conflict in the Middle East are also divided into human and physical 

geography categories, where the theories of climate, water and oil are discussed. Unit 2 is 

revisited as pupils examine why the Middle East is such an important economic region of the 

world. Cultural capital: Misconceptions must be addressed here as student's exposure to 

conflict in the Middle East will most likely stem from the media, social media and family, 

especially as issues such as terrorism, refugees and religion/religious prejudice are 

addressed. 

Term 5 & Term 6 
Is the Geography of Russia a curse or benefit?  
Students explore both the human and physical geography of Russia in order to evaluate if 

these are a hinderance to the Russian economy. Unit 3 of year 7 is recalled as pupils analyse 

climate graphs and compare the Russian climate to that of the UK. Knowledge from unit 6 of 

year 7 and unit 2 of year 8 are recalled as the biomes of Russia are examined. Pupils study 

population, demographics, the availability of natural resources in Russia and also political  

claims to the North Pole. Cultural capital: misconceptions must be addressed here as 

student's exposure to the country of Russia will most likely stem from the media, social media 

and family. 

 

Religious Education – Term 1  
Feminist Theology  
Students begin Year 9 by exploring the contribution feminism has made to the study of 

theology. Beginning with an examination of the key waves of feminism and their emphases, 

this unit moves on to consider debates relating to God's gender, discussing whether it is 

possible for a transcendent, ineffable being to be described in simple male or female terms. 

Patriarchy in the Bible and debates amongst different denominations as to whether women 

should lead the Church are also explored. By the end of this unit, students are able to produce 

an analytical piece of extended writing in response to the statement "Women should not be 

leaders of the Church", justifying their arguments with reference to scriptural sources. 

Term 2  
Anti-racism  
Term 2 continues the prejudice and discrimination theme of Year 9 by focusing explicitly on 

the issue on anti-racism and what it means to be anti-racist as opposed to non-racist, as well 

as the distinction between prejudice and discrimination. Students look at the controversy 

surrounding the statue of Edward Colston, comparing this to John Wesley and discussing 

whether it was right to topple Colston's statue and how we right historical wrongs. Students 

study examples of anti-racist individuals from Christianity and Islam: Martin Luther King,  



Stormzy, and Malcolm X. Finally, students study the legacy of Jo Cox and plan a piece of 

artwork centred around the theme “We have far more in common with each other than that 

which divides us.” 

Term 3  
Black Theology  

During this unit on Black Theology, students explore the contribution people of colour have 

made to the field of theology throughout history, focusing upon the question "To what extent 

may Black Theology be used to achieve racial equality?" Beginning with a consideration of 

the key features of black theology, students look at the life and work of Desmond Tutu in 

challenging apartheid in South Africa, as well as studying pioneer James Cone and womanist 

theologian Delores Williams in her attempts to reconcile the fields of feminism and black 

theology. Finally, contemporary UK black theologian Robert Beckford is examined, with a 

discussion of the ways in which his Pentecostal faith has motivated him in his drive for racial 

equality. By the end of this unit, students are able to evaluate the work of each black 

theologian studied this term, discussing which was most successful in their struggle for racial 

equality and why. 

Terms 4 & 5 
Islam 
Terms 4 and 5 provide students with the opportunity to study the world's second biggest faith, 

Islam. Beginning with the study of Islam's origins and its rapid spread throughout Arabia and 

beyond, students progress to study debates surrounding the rightful successors of the 

Prophet Muhammad and how these debates led to the creation of distinct denominations of 

Islam. Students also study Muslim beliefs about life after death, the Five Pillars, the 

importance of the month of Ramadan and the festival of Eid ul-Fitr. Finally, students explore 

the various benefits and challenges of being a Muslim in contemporary British society, 

including greater representation in public life, Islamophobia and the challenges of maintaining 

potentially distinct religious and social identities. By the end of this unit, students produce an 

analytical piece of writing evaluating which of the Five Pillars is most significant, if any, and 

why.  

Term 6 
Religion and War 
Term 6 provides students with the opportunity to explore the complex relationship between 

religion and war. Focused upon the enquiry question "Is religion a power for peace or a cause 

of conflict in the world today?", students explore the Just War Theory and its origins in 

Christianity and varying Christian attitudes towards the issue of war and conflict, ranging from 

Quakers and their outright pacifism to those who feel it is their moral duty to protect the most 

vulnerable. The Islamic concepts of greater and lesser jihad are also considered, as well as 

the Buddhist concept of ahimsa (non-violence). By the end of this unit, students are able to 

produce an analytical and evaluative response to the key enquiry question for this unit.  
 

French – Term 1  
Leisure time  
In Term 1 students learn to say and write about what they do in their free time, talk about and 

understand other people giving detail about their hobbies, leisure activities and what they 



do/will do/have done at the weekend. Grammar topics will include identifying words/structures 

which refer to both future and past events, structuring and using the perfect tense with both 

regular and irregular French verbs and continuing to develop extended sentences, advanced 

opinions and more complex lexis.   

Term 2  
Media (TV/Film/Books)  
In this second unit, students work on the topic of media, covering vocabulary and structures 

on TV, film and books. They will give and develop more advanced opinions on their likes and 

dislikes of different films, TV programmes & books. They will build on their grasp and use of 

more complex structures. Grammar topics will include developing their grasp of grammar 

skills covered in Term 1, plus: building on their grasp of present, near future and the perfect 

tenses, advanced opinions and further adverbs of frequency and time phrases. 

Term 3  
Technology  
In this third unit, students learn to talk about the role technology plays in their everyday life, 

including topics such as, their mobile phones and what they use them for, plus the advantages 

& disadvantages of a mobile phone; computers and other devices (such as tablets), opinions 

about the use of technology and pros & cons; talking about other gadgets and modern 

technology; talking about modern technology and its uses and finally, giving detail about life 

online and social media. Grammar topics will include developing their grasp of grammar skills 

from Terms 1 & 2, plus: the comparative and superlative, adjectives of opinion related to the 

topic, reviewing adjective endings (in number and gender) and further complex lexis and 

structures within this topic. They will continue to build confidence and understanding when 

talking and writing using all three tenses. 

Term 4  
Jobs/Work  
In Term 4, students learn to talk about jobs and the world of work. They will talk about what 

their parents/siblings/people they know do for work. They also learn how to talk about their  

future career plans. They will learn about work experience. They will learn how to discuss 

pros and cons of different jobs/careers. Grammar topics will include developing grammar skills 

covered in Terms 1-3, plus: an introduction to the imperfect tense, advanced opinions on 

work/jobs and being able to discuss advantages and disadvantages of a particular 

aspect/theme (a requirement of the GCSE MFL course). 

Term 5  
Health & Lifestyle  
In Term 5, students learn to discuss their lifestyle in some detail, to include what constitutes 

a healthy/unhealthy lifestyle and what we should/could and shouldn’t do. They will also learn 

vocabulary for body parts and basic illnesses/aches & pains. Students will also learn how to 

describe their daily routine in some detail. Grammar topics will include developing their grasp 

of grammar skills covered in Terms 1-4, plus: reflexive verbs and their conjugation (present 

and past tense), more sophisticated vocabulary and complex structures to talk about 

health/lifestyle, the conditional tense and negative structures, in more detail. 
 

 



Term 6  
Annual Review  
In Term 6, students will revise the main topics from this academic year in preparation for the 

end of year school assessments and to make a smooth transition into the GCSE in French 

from Year 10. Grammar topics will include a focused review/recap of the main grammatical 

themes covered in Year 9 and build on the fundamental basics learnt throughout KS3. 
 

German – Term 1 

Holidays  
Students talk about the summer they have just had, what they did, how they travelled and the 

weather. They are introduced to the perfect tense, as well as to some key verbs in the 

imperfect tense. Students begin to use the present and perfect tenses together. They explore 

how to ask questions. 

Term 2  
Media 
Students learn to talk about media, such as film/TV and reading preferences and they discuss 

screen time. Students develop what they can say about their lives and their 

likes/dislikes/preferences. They revise the present tense, including modal verbs, and continue 

to practise the perfect tense. Students consider the importance of learning languages for 

future careers. 

Term 3  

Healthy Lifestyle 
Students express likes/dislikes and their opinions around food, healthy eating and healthy 

lifestyles. They are introduced to using three tenses together. Pupils are also shown some 

typical menus and learn about traditional foods of Germany, Austria and Switzerland. 

Term 4  
School Trips and Festivals 
Students continue to develop their use of verbs, including modal, reflexive and separable 

verbs in the context of rules in a youth hostel and daily routine. They are introduced to the 

imperative for asking directions and offered further practice of using three tenses. Students 

also learn about festivals and holiday destinations in Germany, Austria and Switzerland. 

Term 5  
Free Time 
Students continue to develop transactional language in the context of going out. They talk 

about fashion and they make arrangements to go out. Students explore how to ask questions 

in three tenses. They have the opportunity to learn about some famous German brands. 

 

 

 

 



Term 6  
Revision and Assessment 
Students review topics and grammar concepts covered in terms 1- 5. They practise present, 

past and future tense formation. They extend their cultural knowledge by researching 

Fairtrade labels and creating publicity material for a new eco fashion label. 
 

Latin – Term 1 
A review of prior learning, adjectival agreement and 

introducing infinitives 
Students are given the opportunity at the beginning of the year to review their prior knowledge 

of verbs, nouns and adjectives. They will then turn their attention to covering the grammatical 

content of the Cambridge Latin Course Book 2. They will build on their understanding of 

adjectives, by exploring the concept of ‘agreement’ between adjectives and nouns of the same 

declension. Students will then expand their knowledge of verb forms by studying ‘infinitives’, 

as introduced by the irregular verbs ‘nolo, volo, possum’. They will additionally look at these 

latter verbs in their imperfect tense, and the structure to sentences containing phrases such 

as ‘difficile est’ and ‘necesse est’. If there is time, students will look at the use of the word ‘-

que’ in Latin as an alternative to ‘et’.  
Students will analyse word order, noun cases and verb tenses in their translation work, for 

this term, mainly focusing on shorter sentences. They will complete an assessment towards 

the end of this term without access to vocabulary (closed-book assessment). 
Term 2  
Continued adjectival agreement, gender and the 

pluperfect tense 
Students will build on their previous knowledge of adjectives to include the agreement of an 

adjective and noun where these belong to different declensions. Furthermore, they will 

develop an awareness of the concept of gender (masculine, feminine, neuter).  Students will 

also expand their understanding of verb tenses, by studying a new tense: the pluperfect. They 

will learn how to identify and translate this tense, at the same time as reviewing those they 

have already studied. Students will continue to analyse word order, noun cases and verb 

tenses in extended translation work. Sentences will become longer and more complex as the 

course progresses, with students beginning to explore stories with Roman mythological or 

historical back-drops.  
Term 3  
Introducing the genitive case and relative clauses 
Students will expand their prior knowledge of nouns by studying a new case: the genitive. 

They will learn how to identify this using their noun tables and the rules for its translation. 

Students will also take the opportunity at this stage to review previously acquired knowledge 

on noun cases: nominatives, accusatives and datives. Secondly, they will be introduced to 

relative clauses in Latin, and steps to identify and approach translating these. They will further 

enhance the concept of gender, this time applying this to the relative pronoun.  

 



Students will continue with increasing confidence to analyse word order, noun cases and verb 

tenses in extended translation work. Sentences continue to become longer and more complex 

as the course progresses, with students exploring Latin stories with Roman mythological or 

historical back-drops.  
Term 4  
Pronouns in Latin and consolidation of prior grammar 
Students will spend this term exploring a variety of pronouns in Latin. They will consolidate 

their knowledge of the relative pronoun by looking at its tabulation, and will additionally look 

at the pronouns ‘hic’ and ‘ille’, ‘is, ea, id’. They will also revise their knowledge of the personal 

pronouns ‘ego, tu, nos, vos’.  
Students will spend the remainder of term consolidating content from this academic year, in 

preparation for an assessment without access to vocabulary (closed-book assessment). 

Within this, students will exemplify their ability to analyse word order, noun cases and verb 

tenses in extended translation work. It will additionally be an opportunity for students to show 

their acquisition of vocabulary knowledge so far. 
Term 5  
Imperatives and present participles 
This term, students will complete the grammatical content of the Cambridge Latin Course 

Book 2. Again, they will develop their knowledge of verb forms by studying the imperative 

form and present participles. Furthermore, they will expand their understanding of noun cases 

by looking at a new case: the vocative. For each of these, they will learn how to identify and 

apply translation rules accordingly. Students will gain a strong understanding of direct 

commands in particular when studying the imperative, further consolidating their knowledge 

of infinitives when looking at prohibitions (negative commands).  The concept of ‘agreement’, 

acquired during their study of adjectives, will again be developed within their study of Latin 

present participles.  
Term 6 
Revision and Assessment  
In the final term, students will be given the opportunity to review their Year 9 grammar and 

vocabulary work, in addition to clarifying the rules for converting adjectives into adverbs. In 

their end of year exam, they be assessed on their translation, comprehension and grammar 

skills built up throughout the academic year. Students will then have time to reflect on this 

exam and their learning overall this year. Any additional time left in the term will be spent on 

in-lesson enrichment activities. 
 

Art – Terms 1& 2 
History of Art 
Timeline explained and displays in sketchbooks start. Practical and written work form double 

pages. Students study Art History and are introduced to the Art Timeline as we feel it is 

important to give exposure to other humanities subjects, relating students to draw conclusions 

and critical evaluations of different artworks. The learning process also helps to understand 

crucial times in history and students develop an understanding of how life used to be and how 

art can tell so many stories. The history behind artworks allows students to learn about social,  

 



political and economic stages and creates a more rounded understanding of the past. This 

project will allow students to gather knowledge and inspiration that eventually contributes to 

how they speak and view the world around us. 

Term 3  
Cubism explained  
Practical paintings are created and portrait work extended from basic portraiture in Year 7. A 

3-D Head Sculpture is created in response to a selection of Cubist and modern-day artists. 

Students already have an understanding of where Cubism is on the Art History timeline after 

the last unit and will know how to research an Art Movement. This project will use Cubism as 

a starting point to develop ideas using still life and human forms as the main focuses, just like 

the Cubists did. Students will explore through drawing still life objects and self-portraiture in 

more detail. They will explore and develop drawing using pencil to show line and working with 

charcoal and then mixed media, collage and photography. Students will develop a range of 

different techniques including printmaking, painting, drawing and collage-based work to 

create their outcomes. They will use and learn about space, form, and line to produce 

paintings and collage work. Students will develop their 2-D work to influence a 3-D head 

structure, where all angles must be considered. 

Terms 4 & 5 
Cubism Continued  
To create a three-dimensional structure, students will be required to work through a series of 

plans and designs, cutting and slotting paper to create free-standing work ready for 

development with more substantial materials like card and plaster. They will explore a range 

of folding techniques that will enhance their outcomes. Students will have written analysis that 

demonstrates knowledge and understanding of Cubist Art. Understanding of the work of 

various artists including Picasso, Braque, Cezanne and Gris will be evident in sketchbooks 

and students will discuss their work critically as individuals and as a group. They will also 

develop an awareness of health and safety issues that arise when using a variety of cutting 

equipment and glue, using materials correctly as they work. Students will be marked on their 

understanding of the key factors of this movement alongside their 3-D structure. This project 

is very time-consuming due to the number of materials needed to make an interesting 

structure.  

Term 6 
Social and Historical - African Art 
A selection of observational studies and page layouts are created by students in response to 

the theme and still life objects. An introduction into the history of African art starts this unit. 

This project will use African artefacts as a starting point to develop ideas for textile and mixed 

media outcomes for the students selecting GCSE Art. All students will work from the African 

Masks and they will be taught about the religious and spiritual meanings and traditions linked 

to these artefacts. Students will explore a variety of media through drawing the African 

artefacts. Students who are taking GCSE Art are handed a working book when they visit Quex 

Park or the V & A Museum, London and are required to work through this carefully devised 

booklet. Students are briefed about the meanings behind African fabrics and will be involved 

in a clay pot-making workshop and an adinkra stamping activity. Students will explore and 

develop drawing, painting, and craft. They will develop an understanding of the different 

techniques with the emphasis on textiles, dying and fabric enhancement to produce a series  

 



of workings in their books and a variety of textile outcomes. They will learn about the symbolic 

meaning of colour and symbols and incorporate messages into their own work. Some 

students may also develop work in 3D form. Students will be taught how to present a beautiful 

sketchbook that shows all the newly acquired skills. 

 

Design Technology  
Students will take part in a learning experience that rounds off their Key stage 3 experience 

and prepares them for the options process where they can select a specialist route to take.  

The year involves a rotation pattern and builds on the prior learning.  The students are given 

additional autonomy in how they apply knowledge to the creative process.  The emphasis is 

on high quality outcomes with clear client needs covered.  

Terms 1 & 2 
Making Choices 
Students will secure and demonstrate a range of food skills, increasing in complexity and 

accuracy, to cook a range of mainly savoury dishes, safely and hygienically.  They will apply 

their knowledge of the Eatwell Guide, food provenance and food spoilage. They will develop 

understanding and application of nutrition through life stages.  This will provide students with 

key skills for life as well as preparation for those wishing to pursue GCSE. 

Terms 3 & 4 
The impact of Systems and control in daily life  
Students will research, design and make a model that focuses on flat pack requirements of 

an end user.  They will learn about the basic scientific principles of mechanical processes 

such as levers, linkages and mechanical advantage.  They will apply high quality CAD/CAM 

skills to the prototyping and production process to enable a final product that could be found 

in a retail outlet.  

Terms 5 & 6 
Understanding and applying smart materials  
The students will study the work of past and present design movements and designers to help 

design and create an adornment that uses a new and or smart material.  The focus will be on 

basic metal working principles including properties, shaping and decorative coatings. The 

product will enable students to apply a range of CAD/CAM skills to prototyping, testing and 

the final manufacturing processes.  The final outcome will be suitable for a retail outlet and be 

evaluated by the client at the end. 

 

Music – Terms 1 & 2 
Dance Music   
This is a two term unit. In this unit, students will revisit and use prior learning to explore rhythm, 

chords and metre in a variety of different types, styles and genres of dance music. The 

characteristic musical features of dance music from different times and places are explored, 

with students developing their understanding of the important connections between the steps, 

movement and formation of the dance, and how these are inter-related within the music 

features such as time, metre, rhythms and chords. Students musical vocabulary will be 

developed further, with students using more specific musical vocabulary to make connections 



between different types and styles of dance music and the music which would accompany 

them, drawing on the vocabulary learnt through prior units. Students will explore dance music 

from simple marches in 2/4 time, to waltzes in 3/4 time, the Baroque dance suite to Latin 

dance: the tango, from country and western music that accompanies American line dance to 

Irish folk music for the Irish jig and reel and modern improvised dance music such as disco 

and club dance. This will culminate in students creating and promoting their own piece of 

dance music.                     

Term 3  
Soundtracks  
Students are introduced to the purpose of film music and the decisions and challenges a 

composer of film music faces. Students will explore leitmotifs as an important aspect of film 

music and how composers have used these to represent certain characters and situations 

with films, and how, through the manipulation of the elements of music, these can be changed 

to suit different on-screen situations. Students will develop their ability to aurally identify a 

range of different types of film music using more complex musical vocabulary and referring to 

the elements of music to justify their choices. Students will further develop their performing 

skills playing more complex leitmotifs and themes from a range of film soundtracks, showing 

accuracy of pitch and rhythm, use storyboards and/or cue sheets to plan an effective film 

music soundtrack, refining and revising ideas through rehearsal, and composing their own 

soundtrack to a short film clip. Students will learn to identify and discriminate between diegetic 

and non-diegetic film music when watching/listening to a film clip/soundtrack.  

Term 4  
New Directions  
Students take an in-depth exploration of two of the many various styles, movements and 

genres of twentieth century music: minimalism and expressionism, identifying how they differ 

from music of the late-Romantic style. Students learn how composer develop compositions 

from small starting points and how these can be extended, developed and varied using 

musical devices learnt in prior units. Through exploring a wide range of music from the 

minimalist and expressionist style, students will learn about, and be able to name, some 

minimalist and expressionist composers and famous pieces, learn about common trends in 

twentieth century music such as different tonalities, chromaticism, dissonance and extremes 

of pitch and rhythm as well as how composers use and experiment with unusual timbres,  

sonorities, sounds and instruments within their work. Students are encouraged to explore and 

use these ideas in their own performances, improvisations and compositions to get a feel 'of 

the style' in which they are exploring.  

Term 5  
Samba  
This unit introduces the polyrhythmic style of Latin-American samba and revises and revisits 

many key concepts concerning rhythm, beat and pulse from prior learning, including features 

such as polyrhythm, cyclic rhythms, ostinato and call and response. Students will explore the 

origins of the samba culture and learn the names of the different instruments used in samba, 

learning to aurally identify these is a variety of samba music. Students will learn about the 

different timbres and sonorities of the instruments within a samba band, how samba has 

influenced popular music and, through music theory and dictation, explore the effect that  

 

 



syncopation has on music. Students will experience performing together as a whole class 

ensemble, giving them the exhilaration and physical impact of ensemble percussion music. 

Students will learn about the various sub-sections of samba music: intro, groove, breaks, mid-

sections and coda, which are learned progressively and 'added to' throughout the unit. The 

traditional form and structure of a piece of samba will be explored, including sections which 

feature call and response, syncopation, and the opportunity for rhythmic improvisation within 

an overall structure.  

Term 6  
What Makes a Good Song  
Students explore the popularity and appeal of popular song as a genre through four key 

features that make up a 'good song': riffs, structure, melody and lyrics. Students will look at 

two case studies of 'good' popular songs which demonstrate the four key features clearly, and 

use the musical vocabulary learnt in previous units to describe how they have been used. 

Students explore these songs by singing and putting together short performances using 

different parts and textural layers which make up the songs: lyrics/vocals, riffs, chords and 

bass lines. Through singing the songs, students explore lyrics and the subject matter and 

themes of the songs. They investigate the importance of riffs used within the songs and 

examine how songs are structured, establishing a range of key musical vocabulary, to add to 

that learnt in prior units, essential in describing form and structure within popular songs. The 

melody line is investigated in terms of being memorable and in terms of melodic motion, 

looking at how and why this contributes to the success of a 'good song'. Throughout the unit, 

students use lead sheets to perform from and to analyse musical features, exploring this form 

of musical notation which feature lyrics, chords, chord symbols and staff notation. Students 

will have the opportunity to create their own popular song, using the features explored and 

using prior learning to support this, or to work towards performing an arrangement of a popular 

song from a lead sheet to demonstrate these musical features. 
 

Drama – Term 1  

Introduction to Theatre - History and techniques; 

performance spaces, styles; performance companies. 
Students will explore the origins of Drama including work on Ritual, Greek Theatre and 

Medieval and Morality Plays. Tasks will include both practical and written work, building group 

work and performance skills. Students will learn about different stage spaces and 

performance types. Practitioner exploration will include Stanislavski, Paperbirds, DV8, and 

there will be an introductory exploration of Physical Theatre. 

Term 2  
Live Performance - Brecht and Splendid Productions 

Pantomime 
Students will be introduced to Brecht through the work of Splendid Productions and their 

recorded version of The Odyssey. There will be practical exploration of vocal and physical 

skills used and sessions on analysing and evaluating Live Performance.  

Students will revisit Commedia dell’Arte and Melodrama.  Pantomime will be the focus of the 

second half of term and will culminate in group performances. 

 

 



Term 3 
Production elements: Design Focus 
Students will learn about staging, costume, light, sound and simple puppets through a series 

of practical activities. There will be a range of practical and theory lessons.  

Term 4 
Multicultural Focus – Devising 
Based on extracts from Benjamin Zephaniah’s Refugee boy ( adapted by Lemn Sissay), 

Mandy Coe’s Red Shoes and Shaun Tan’s The Arrival, students will explore a range of stimuli 

and devise work delivering messages which focus on key PSHE themes including community, 

identity and prejudice. 

Term 5  
Script work 
Students will read and explore different playwrights and their methods of delivering a 

narrative. They will also experiment practically with extracts from these pieces. Texts include: 

Blue Remembered Hills; The Crucible, Examples from the Sepia and Song Anthology.  

Term 6   
Script work and mini production  
Students will choose one of the plays read in Term 5 and create mini production companies. 

They will apply the practical and/or design skills they have learned to produce performances.  

 

PE (Physical Education) – Term 1  
Roles in sport and Sports Education  
Students will build upon their knowledge of the role of a coach and a leader. Through a Sports 

Education programme, students in teams will develop responsibility and independence for 

designing, setting up and leading their own drills. This will be based on the sport, or element 

within the sport, that is being targeted (e.g. attacking phases in netball). In terms of cognitive 

skills students will be utilising and building upon their communication, teamwork, cooperation 

and problem solving skills. The roles will include tactician, skills coach, manager, equipment 

manager etc. It will be important for students to evaluate their effectiveness as a team, making 

the necessary changes and show an awareness of other factors within sports settings, 

including health and safety (linking to previous terms of warming up and cooling down), 

accuracy and attention to detail. Teams will work together to devise tactics, set plays and 

various drills that will be used in competition with other teams and will be self-reflective altering 

these to suit the opposition, previous performances or the situation. This term of work will also 

encompass leadership and coaching skills previously learnt.                       

Term 2  
Decision making in Sports  
Within this unit of work students will be taking an active lead in the planning and preparation 

for competitive situations. Learners will explore attacking and defensive principles and begin 

to utilise, apply and adapt these within sporting situations, ultimately evaluating them during  



and after performances in order to improve. The students will use their previous learning of 

the roles in sport in order to organise their team effectively; and through an evaluation of 

personnel strengths and areas to improve distribute roles fairly and responsibly. In term of 

cognitive and social skill development students will develop responsibility, communication 

skills, teamwork, decision making and adapting, observation, evaluation and analysis skills as 

well improve their physical motor skills. Students will be required to analyse their opponent 

and plan in order outwit.  

Term 3  
Training methods and fitness testing in Sport  
Using previous learning students will begin to design training programmes based on different 

individual needs and sports. Students will demonstrate their ‘learning leading fitness’ tests for 

their partner and then they will design an appropriate programme of training based on areas 

for improvement that they have observed and recorded. Students will show their knowledge 

and understanding through not only taking part in physical training sessions, but also 

reflecting upon and evaluating the impact of their designed programme. Accuracy of 

measuring and recording as well as interpreting results and normative data will be utilised and 

will continue to developed with students showing independence and confidence within this 

process. 

Term 4  
Officiating in Sport  
Students utilise learning (terms one and two) in order to apply knowledge of rules, fair play, 

impartial judgment and decision making to a competitive situation. Students will develop their 

observation skills and learn through peer observation, teacher modelling to hone their 

techniques. Students will take on different roles within the officiating including scorer, timer, 

umpire/referee and assistant officials linking to term one. In terms of being a participant in 

games students will use their learning from term 2 to help plan and design tactics in order to 

outwit their opponent and achieve the desired outcome of either scoring, creating attacking 

play or winning. Students will compare and contrast performances again honing their 

observation and analysis skills. Learners will demonstrate an ability to self-manage through 

their practical performances and officiating showing increasing confidence. 

Term 5  
Leadership in Sports  
Students will revisit coaching and leadership techniques and take the lead in developing and 

leading drills and skills fit for purpose. Students will explore the different styles of learning and 

learn how to adapt their delivery based on the age, needs and level of their participants. 

Students will take an active role in their own development as a coach using self-assessment 

and self-reflective techniques to highlight successes and identify areas to target in terms of 

their effectiveness, confidence and consistency. 

Term 6  
Psychology in Sport  
Students will be introduced to one of the first GCSE topics and will consider the impact that 

psychology can have on training and performance. Students will explore topics such as 

motivation, arousal and anxiety to ascertain how those factors could have an impact and could  



be overcome in order to be successful. Students will demonstrate their learning throughout 

KS3 and will show competency in officiating, coaching, roles and responsibilities, training and 

fitness testing in order to enhance performance. 

 

PSHE – Term 1  
When studying PSHE students will be given the opportunity to develop knowledge around a 

variety of topics and issues which they will face in their daily lives. The aim of our PSHE 

curriculum is to tackle these issues in a thematic way to structure student learning in the most 

effective and appropriate way. The three core themes are: 

1. Health and wellbeing 

2. Living in the wider world 

3. Relationships 

Students will work on these themes throughout their time at the school with topics being 

introduced early on, revisited and deepened as they continue their journey through the school. 

The cyclical style of our curriculum is supported by the PSHE Association, which helped to 

develop key themes and appropriate content for each Key Stage. 

Health and Wellbeing 
Students will address topics on: Transition into year 9, time management when studying, the 

learning pit, stress management, peer pressure, risk and consequence with rail safety and 

perceptions and myths around gangs.  

Term 2  
Living in the wider world 
Students will address topics on: GCSE options, goal setting when planning their next steps, 

work related skills, non-verbal and verbal communication, mental health at work. 

Term 3  
Relationships 
Students will address topics on: Online grooming, language and its impacts, homophobia and 

its impacts, sexism and its impacts, homelessness and its impacts 

Term 4  
Health and wellbeing 
Students will address topics on: Peer pressure and influence and coping strategies, impacts 

of drugs and alcohol on a person’s body and addiction (including its impacts on the individual 

and those around them)  

Term 5  
Relationships 
Students will address topics on: Characteristics of a healthy relationship, legal definition of 

consent and the importance of consent, sexually transmitted diseases, sharing images and 

controlling the image.  

 

 

 

 



Term 6  
Living in the wider world 
Students will address topics on: Fundamental British Values, Human Rights Act (1998), rule 

of law, the tripartite system of U.K. democracy, freedom of faith, challenging discrimination. 

 


