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English – Term 1 

A Midsummer Night's Dream 

Students will explore this Shakespearean comedy and learn about the interrelationship 

between love and magic in this play. Alongside annotation and analysis of key extracts, 

students will also explore the concept of dramatic irony in relation to events in the play. 

Students will analyse the presentation of Puck and write an imaginative writing piece from this 

character’s perspective as he moves through the enchanted woods. Students will develop 

their creative writing skills and aim to craft their work carefully to achieve desired effects. In 

addition, there are also a number of drama-based activities available, including performing 

monologues and soliloquies. 

Term 2 

Romanticism and Social Justice 
(reading 'A Christmas Carol')  
Students will explore poetry from the Romantic movement. Wordsworth’s ‘Daffodils’ and 

Brontë’s ‘The night is darkening round me’ can be compared due to the poets’ differing 

attitudes, as the spontaneous overflow of emotion and powerful responses to nature are key 

features of poetry from this particular movement. Additionally, students will undertake analysis 

of ‘London’ and ‘The Tyger’ by William Blake exploring the contextual background and the 

powerful societal messages conveyed through his poetry. For homework, students will read 

‘A Christmas Carol’ following Scrooge’s gradual character development and growing social 

conscience. Students will also write an article with the intention to explain and persuade. 

Term 3 

War Poetry and Prose                                                 
(reading 'The Boy in the Striped Pyjamas') 

Students will explore poetry concerned with war. This unit builds to a comparative essay 

where students are expected to analyse poetic craft considering the effect on the reader, 

whilst weaving in relevant contextual information. Students will have opportunities to develop 

this written style over the course of the unit looking at a range of poems based on conflicts 

from the Boer War to WW2. For reading homework, students will read ‘The Boy in the Striped 

Pyjamas’. Students are encouraged to produce a written argument on either side of the debate 

as to whether the text should be taught in schools; this encourages critical thinking skills as 

well as providing ample opportunities to develop the art of rhetoric. This task also encourages 

interesting debates surrounding the roles and responsibilities of literature in terms of the 

conflict between historical accuracy versus storytelling ambitions. 

Term 4 

Gothic Literature                                                       
(reading 'The Woman in Black')  

Students will explore key texts from the Gothic genre in order to develop an understanding of 

the codes and conventions of the style, such as recurring motifs and pathetic fallacy. Students 

will produce their own imaginative and descriptive writing pieces with the expectation to 

incorporate Gothic features and utilise a range of literary devices to craft their pieces. Students 

will have ample opportunities to respond to stimuli and produce their own creative writing. 

Over the course of the unit, students will also annotate and analyse a range of extracts from 

a number of key Gothic texts, such as Shelley’s ‘Frankenstein’ and Stoker’s ‘Dracula’. For 



homework, students should read ‘The Woman in Black’ as several lessons will also be 

dedicated to exploration of this novel in relation to the Gothic genre. 

Term 5 

Lord of the Flies  
Students will explore this canonical novel and develop an appreciation of its key themes and 

characters. In addition, students will learn about the novel’s contextual background with a 

particular focus on Golding’s motivations for writing this allegorical tale inspired by his 

experience of WW2. By the end of the unit, students are expected to understand terms such 

as: microcosm, macrocosm, utopia and dystopia. Over the course of this term, students will 

annotate and analyse a number of key extracts from the novel. This unit also challenges 

students to write an analytical essay on an unseen extract from the novel, encouraging them 

to put their skills of annotation into practice. This unit also features a number of imaginative 

writing opportunities inspired by the text. 

Term 6 

Women Who Changed the World 

Students will explore a series of inspirational female figures from Boadicea to Malala 

Yousafzai. Through a combination of fiction, non-fiction and poetry, the lives and beliefs of 

these powerful women are discussed and analysed in class. There is the opportunity to 

compare the feminist messages in speeches from Michelle Obama and Emmeline Pankhurst, 

as well as uncover the story of Helen Sharman, the first British astronaut in space. Alongside 

analytical tasks, these subjects also serve as inspiration for a number of imaginative and 

transactional writing opportunities. In addition, this unit provides spoken language 

opportunities for debates surrounding topics such as feminism and access to STEM careers. 

 

Mathematics – Term 1  
Factors and Powers and Working with Powers 
Factors and Powers 

To begin their year 8 Maths journey, students will study prime factor decomposition and how 

to use it to find the HCF or LCM of 2 numbers. They will learn the laws of indices and show 

that any number to the power of zero is 1. Finally, they will learn to round numbers to a given 

number of significant figures. 

Working with Powers 

Students will continue to explore establishing and applying index laws for positive powers. 

They will study multiplying a single term over a bracket and simplifying expressions. Students 

will learn to use the distributive law to take out single term algebraic factors and substitute 

integers into linear expressions and expressions involving powers. 

Term 2  
2D Shapes and 3D Solids and Real Life Graphs 
2D Shapes and 3D Solids 

Students will use plans and elevations, calculating volumes of prisms and cylinders 

and convert volume measures. Following this, students will apply Pythagoras' theorem. 

Students will study the application of the formula for the circumference and area of a circle 

and will learn the names of parts of a circle. 

 



Real Life Graphs 

In this topic students will plot, interpret, and use information from a real-life graph. Following 

this, students will explore and recognise a proportion or relationship beyond known values. 

Students will learn to plot and use straight line graph (distance-time) for problem solving 

Students will identify misleading graphs and statistics and recognise graphs showing constant 

rates of change, average rates of change and variable rates of change.  

Term 3  
Transformations and Fractions, Decimals and 

Percentages 

Transformations 

In this topic students will show, describe, apply and identify the four transformations: 

reflection, rotation, translation and enlargement.  

Fractions, Decimals and Percentages 

In this topic, students will learn the fractional equivalents to key recurring decimals. Students 

will learn to convert a recurring decimal to a fraction. Lastly students will learn to calculate a 

percentage change and calculate compound interest and a repeat percentage change. 

Term 4  
Construction and Loci and Trigonometry 

Loci and Construction 

Students will begin by learning to construct triangles, accurate nets of 3D shapes and 

bisectors using a variety of methods. Following this, students will learn how to use and apply 

loci to problem solving questions.  

Trigonometry 

In this topic students will learn to choose and apply an appropriate trigonometric ratio to a 

given situation. They will also learn to select the correct mode on a scientific calculator and 

use a calculator to find the sine, cosine and tangent of an angle, Finally, they will learn to 

solve a trigonometric equation to find a missing side or angle in a right-angled triangle  

Term 5  

Probability and Scale Drawings and Measures 

Probability 

Students will learn to use the probability scale from 0 to 1. Following this, students will learn 

to calculate relative frequency and identify all possible mutually exclusive outcomes of a single 

event. Next, students will learn to plot and use relative frequency diagrams and use relative 

frequency to make estimates. Finally, students will learn to draw and use tree diagrams to 

represent outcomes of two independent events and calculate probabilities of independent and 

dependent events.  

Measures 

In this topic students will begin by using bearings to specify direction and solve angle 

problems. Following this, students will learn to interpret and draw scales in maps, plans, and 

diagrams. Lastly, students will learn to identify 2D shapes that are congruent or similar by 

reference to sides and angles.  

 

 

 



Term 6  
Graphs  

In this topic students will learn to plot the graphs of linear functions in the form y = mx + c and 

recognise and compare their features. Next, students will be able to identify for a straight line 

(y = mx + c), m is the gradient, c = the y intercept and m = (change in y)/(change in x). Finally, 

students will be able to recognise and know that any line parallel to a given line will have the 

same gradient and know that a line perpendicular to the line y = mx + c, will have a gradient 

of –1/m. 
 

Science – Term 1  
Organisms - Breathing:  

Students discover how the human gas exchange system works and is adapted for its function 

and the mechanism of breathing. They study the impact of drugs, alcohol and smoking on 

specific organs, health and how they can cause non-communicable diseases. 

Matter - Elements:  

In chemistry, students learn about the differences between elements, compounds and 

mixtures. Representing substances using particle diagrams, naming compounds and writing 

chemical formula. They investigate polymers and how their properties relate to their use. 

Matter - Periodic table:  

Students cover the layout of the periodic table's groups and periods. 

Term 2  
Forces - Contact forces and pressure:  

Students study resultant forces, friction and drag, squashing and stretching. They also explain 

the effects of pressure in solids, liquids and gases, making calculations using formula. 

Earth - Climate and resources:  

This chemistry topic covers global warming, the carbon cycle and climate change. Students 

also look at extraction of metals based on the reactivity and why recycling is important. 

Organisms – Digestion: 

In the digestion topic students study healthy and poor diets and their consequences, the 

digestive system and breakdown of food by enzymes and the conditions needed for effective 

digestion. 

Term 3  
Reactions – Types of reaction:  

Students study different chemical reactions and their products and uses, including combustion 

and thermal decomposition. They learn about the law of conservation of mass.  

Reactions - Energy:  

Continuing their chemistry unit, students calculate and recognise energy changes during 

chemical reactions. They look out how bond breaking and bond making contribute to energy 

change. 

Ecosystems - Respiration:  

Biology lessons cover aerobic respiration and the impact of exercise. Lessons then move on 

to cover anaerobic respiration in yeast, including fermentation and other uses of 

biotechnology. 

 

 



Term 4  
Ecosystems - Photosynthesis:  

An introduction to photosynthesis, the adaptations of leaves and plant minerals.  

Waves - Sound:  

Students revisit waves from year 7, this time looking at features of longitudinal waves, the 

structures of the ear and hearing.  

Waves - Wave effects:  

Students are introduced to the electromagnetic spectrum and modelling waves.  

Term 5  
Electromagnets - Magnets and electromagnets:  

In this physics topic students learn about magnetic fields and their effects. They carry out 

investigations into how to make electromagnets stronger and their real life applications.   

Energy - Work:  

Students calculate turning forces and find out why levers are helpful. They learn about 

different methods of heat transfer in physics. 

Genes - Inheritance:  

Chromosomes, genes, DNA and the human genome. 

Genes - Ecosystems: 

In the final biology topic students look at food chains and webs, interdependencies, 

ecosystems and competition between organisms. They complete fieldwork using quadrats 

and a project on their chosen ecosystem. 

Term 6  

Genes - Evolution: 

Variation and data on variation help students develop an understanding of Darwin’s ideas and 

natural selection. They also learn about extinction and preserving biodiversity.  

Exam Ready: 

Focus on revision of terms 1-5 and then end of year examinations. In addition, students will 

complete scientific enquiry projects encompassing mastery of skills in collecting, processing 

and analysing data.  
 

Computing – Term 1  
Database  
In this unit, students learn about the power of databases to store and analyse large amounts 

of data and learn about running searches and queries. Students use the data 

gathered to make a database, create meaningful queries and produce the information in 

a presentable report format.   
 

Term 2  
Developing for the web  

In this unit, students will explore the technologies that make up the internet and World Wide 

Web. Starting with an exploration of the building blocks of the World Wide Web, HTML, and 

CSS, students will investigate how websites are catalogued and organised for effective 

retrieval using search engines. By the end of the unit, students will have a functioning website. 

 



Term 3  
Digital Citizenship  
This unit covers key areas of digital citizenship, offering students the opportunity to build their 

critical thinking skills while developing their knowledge of the online world through a range of 

engaging and creative exercises.  It allows students to continually consider how to keep 

themselves safe online, understand what the risks are, whilst also strengthening their own 

resilience to manage an ever-changing online environment. 

Term 4  
Flowchart Programming  
In this unit, students learn about computer control and robotics. It allows students to develop 

logical reasoning and problem-solving talents, develop programming skills and explore the 

world of automatic, autonomous systems and robots.  

Term 5  
Introduction to Python Programming (Turtle)  
In this unit, students will be learning to program the turtle in python using a programming 

environment known as Edublocks. The turtle is in essence a programmable object that can  

move around the screen with specific commands. Students start with simple commands such 

as left, right, forward and gradually move on to variables, user input, print, selection, and 

iteration.  

Term 6  
Representations  

This unit conveys essential knowledge relating to binary representations. The activities 

gradually introduce students to binary digits and how they can be used to represent text and 

numbers. The concepts are linked to practical applications and problems that the students 

are familiar with.  
 

History – Term 1  
Was Elizabethan England a ‘Golden Age’? 
Students study society and global changes during the reign Elizabeth I, assessing the extent 

to which the era is correctly described as a ‘golden age’. We cover Elizabethan theatre and 

pastimes, global exploration and education, as well as poverty and social structures. We also 

include recent scholarship on Black Tudors. 

Term 2 
Why did the ‘World turn upside down’ in the C17? 
Hinterland knowledge of the growth of the middle classes is drawn upon to recognise the 

challenge to royal authority, starting with the Gunpowder Plot and focusing in depth on the 

English Civil War. Interpretations of Oliver Cromwell are studied and students analyse source 

materials to reach conclusions. Students learn about the impact of the Great Plague. Students 

question if the world was truly turned upside down as the historian Christopher Hill claims. 

 



Term 3 
Liberty’s Dawn?  
Drawing on Emma Griffiths’ recent book, we consider the meaning of the word ‘liberty’, 

exploring what that might look like for different people involved in the upheavals brought by 

the Industrial Revolution and the expansion of the British Empire. 

Term 4 
What did it take to overturn the slave trade? 
Building on our work from term 3, we consider the reasons for the development of the slave 

trade, and Britain’s reliance upon it as a means of empire building. We look at the societal 

changes required to bring about government reform, and the agency of enslaved peoples 

themselves in fighting for their freedoms. We also explore the legacies of this fight, and how 

it is still manifest in Britain today. 

Term 5 
How should we tell the story of the Suffragettes? 
Pulling on the threads from earlier in Year 8, we assess the role of different factors in the 

expansion of the franchise across the late nineteenth and early twentieth century. We study 

the presentation of the militant suffragettes in contrast to the more peaceful methods 

advocated by the suffragists to evaluate the stories that have been told about the different 

groups.    

Term 6 
Was WWI ‘inevitable’? 

     Students explore the world in 1914, with particular focus on why European tensions were so 

high. We consider the role of a tiny ‘spark’ in bringing about major global events and why it is 

unfair to people in the past if we consider historical events as being inevitabilities which would 

have happened no matter what. 

 

Geography – Term 1  
How are populations changing?  
Students will understand the reasons for rapid population growth over the last century. They 

will analyse the reasons for this rapid population growth socially and economically. Students 

will study the issues rapid population is causing now and in the future both socially, 

economically and environmentally. Students develop their analytical skills acquired in year 7, 

specifically understanding how to analyse population pyramids and the Demographic 

Transition Model. Students explore the reasons behind uneven population distribution and the 

push and pull factors that drive migration. 

Term 2  
Is Earth running out of natural resources?  
Students begin this topic by investigating what natural resources actually are? Students will 

then apply this knowledge to understanding the difference between renewable and non-

renewable energy types, before focusing solely on the case study of the tropical rainforest to  



understand how the TRF is exploited for many types of resource. In this topic, students use 

their knowledge of biomes acquired in unit 6 of year 7 and their critical thinking and analytical 

skills to explore solutions to the destruction of the rainforest. This unit is essential for GCSE 

and A-Level study. 

Term 3 
How is Asia being transformed?  
Students are introduced to the topic of Asia, where they learn key characteristics about this 

continent, such as climate, population statistics, demography. A deeper understanding of  

climate, building on year 7 skills, is explored here as the reasons and impacts of the Monsoon 

season in Bangladesh are investigated. Skills from year 7 are required as students analyse 

and interpret graphs. Unit 1 of year 8 is revisited as students analyse push and pull factors of 

migration to Bangalore. Cultural capital is addressed in this unit as the majority of pupils will 

not have visited Asia and will have misconceptions that must be addressed. 

Term 4 
What are the challenges and opportunities facing 

Africa?  
This unit focuses on the challenges that face Africa today and how these issues arose, such 

as European colonialism in the 19th and 20th centuries. Cultural capital is addressed as the  

majority of pupils will not have visited Africa and will have misconceptions that must be 

addressed. This unit also explores what Africa was like pre-colonisation so that students are 

able to use critical thinking and analysis to understand the root of some of the social and 

economic issues facing Africa today. Environmental challenges are addressed, where the 

climate change unit from year 7 is re-visited in order to understand desertification in the Sahel. 

Terms 5 & 6 

Why are rivers important?  
This unit opens with an example of the River Tees, the case study that will be used throughout 

the river’s unit. Students revisit unit 3 of year 7, in order to recall key knowledge of the water 

cycle. This knowledge is then built to an understanding of geomorphological processes such 

as river erosion and transportation; key elements of the KS4 and KS5 curriculums. Distinctive 

characteristic landforms such as ox-bow lakes and meanders are introduced, with their 

formation and transformation understood in detail. Students investigate and understand how 

flooding occurs, and the impacts this has, specifically on an AC country such as the UK. 

Cultural capital: students are taken out on fieldwork to the river Dour. 
 

Religious Education – Term 1  
Hinduism  
Students begin Year 8 by studying the world religion of Hinduism. In this unit, students begin 

by considering the henotheistic nature of Hinduism and how this contrasts to the monotheistic 

nature of Sikhism and Christianity which they studied in Year 7. The nature of Brahman is 

then examined, as well as the importance of the Hindu god Ganesha. The nature of Hindu 

worship, puja, is examined, drawing upon Diwali festival, as well as Hindu beliefs about 

samsara, karma and moksha. 

 



Term 2  
Nepalese Hinduism  
Unit 2 of Year 8 provides students with an opportunity to apply the knowledge of Hinduism 

they acquired in Term 1 to the study of Nepalese Hinduism in Term 2. The relevance and 

importance of Nepalese Hinduism to our school community is explored at the beginning of the 

unit, as well as the festivals of Dashain and Krishna Janmashtami, before studying the  

features of Hindu mandirs in Nepal. In their end-of-topic assessment, students are required 

to consider the extent to which the triumph of good over evil - a moral message underpinning 

many Hindu narratives and much of its mythology - is still relevant in today's world. 

Term 3  
Science vs. Religion  
In this unit, students are invited to examine the claim that contemporary scientific knowledge 

and developments are incompatible with holding religious belief. Beginning with the study of 

religious and scientific ideas at precisely which point human life begins, students then 

consider Darwin's theory of evolution and Christian responses to this. Students also study 

Sikh responses to the issue of IVF; Christian responses to genetic engineering and how the 

Hindu group Friends of Vrindavan respond to scientific knowledge about climate change. By 

the end of this unit, students are able to produce a piece of extended writing in response to 

the question "Are science and religion compatible?” 

Terms 4 & 5 
Buddhism  
In terms 4 and 5, students study the world religion of Buddhism. Beginning with an introduction 

to the history of Buddhism and its non-theistic nature, students will engage in debate as to 

whether in light of this nature Buddhism may be considered a religion or a philosophy. 

Students shall then study the life and experiences of the Buddha himself, exploring the ways 

in which these experiences inspired him in the development of Buddhist dharma. Several 

examples of Buddhist dharma shall then be explored in turn, before an exploration of the ways 

in which these influence Buddhist worship and ceremonies. Students shall then study the 

benefits and challenges of being a Buddhist in the UK today, before producing a piece of 

extended writing in response to the claim that the Buddhist way of life is incompatible with the 

fast-paced nature of contemporary British society. 

Term 6 
Why do we suffer?  
In this unit, students begin by exploring different causes and types of suffering: emotional,  

physical, existential. They consider how suffering differs around the world, comparing relative 

poverty to absolute poverty.  Is suffering a natural human state, wherever we live and 

whatever we have? Students then explore explanations for the existence and persistence of 

suffering from Christianity and Buddhism, including responses to the Problem of Evil and the 

Inconsistent Triad, and dukkha as an essential mark of human existence within Buddhism. By 

the end of this unit, students are able to produce a piece of extended writing in response to 

the question ‘Why do we suffer? Are there any good solutions?’  

 

 



French – Term 1  
At the shops  
Students review how to introduce themselves, counting to 100, saying where they live and 

describing their character. They are learning how to ask and answer questions about their 

belongings. Students are developing their writing skills, using a range of connectives. 

Students review present tense conjugation of regular verbs and possessive adjectives. 

Term 2  
At a cafe/restaurant (eating out)  
In this second unit, students develop their grasp of food and drink items; learn how to order 

food and drink from a menu in a cafe or restaurant; order an ice cream; continue to give 

positive and negative opinions related to food/drink. They will also build on their understanding 

and use of conversational language and useful phrases for ordering food/drink. Grammar 

topics will include developing their grammar skills from Term 1, plus: further adjectives to 

describe food and drink, word order (noun plus adjective). 

Term 3  
School life  
In this third unit, students learn to talk about their school life in some detail, covering school 

subjects; likes and dislikes; advanced opinions; key vocabulary for facilities at school; telling 

the time to discuss their school day & lesson timetable and their plans for future study. 

Students will also gain an insight into the school day in France and the differences/similarities 

between the UK and French school systems. Grammar topics will include developing their 

grasp of grammar skills from Terms 1 & 2, plus: advanced sentence structures to talk about 

subjects, advanced opinion phrases and the near (immediate) future tense. 

Term 4  
Clothes/What we wear  
In this topic, students learn vocabulary and terminology for items of clothing; start to discuss 

what they wear in different scenarios (weekend, at school, on holiday etc.), talk about their 

preferences related to what they like/dislike wearing and why. They will learn how to describe 

clothes in more detail, including colour, pattern and material and how to apply adjective 

endings with number and gender of nouns. They will also learn how to shop for clothes. 

Grammar topics will include developing their grammar skills from Terms 1-3, plus: verbs porter 

and mettre, adjective endings in more detail, the near future tense (in more detail) and word 

order within sentence structure. 

Term 5  
Countries and holidays/travel  
In this term, students learn vocabulary and terminology for European countries, nationalities 

and languages; discuss where they live in more detail; say which nationality they/someone 

else is and talk about which language/s they/someone else can speak. They will also learn 

how to talk about holidays and travel in some detail and be able to describe activities which 

we can and cannot do in different towns/cities we may travel to. Grammar topics will include 

developing their grasp of grammar skills covered in Terms 1-4, plus: more about gender  



agreement, prepositions for ‘in’ and ‘to’, use verb + infinitive structure, further their knowledge 

of both regular and irregular French verbs and continue to broaden their use of the near future 

tense.   

Term 6  
In town  
Students learn vocabulary and terminology for describing a town in more detail, develop the 

amount of information they are able to give about a town/place including saying what there is 

and isn’t there and what one can and cannot do there. They will cover language for places in 

a town, directions (including some prepositions such as between, near, next to etc.), modes 

of transport and how they and someone else may travel to different places and in different 

scenarios.  Grammar topics will include developing their grasp of grammar skills covered in 

Terms 1-5, plus: verb + infinitive structure, advanced opinions & extended sentences, in 

addition to a general review of Year 8 grammar themes. 
 

 

German – Term 1  
Holidays 
Students talk about the summer they have just had, how they travelled and the weather. They 

are introduced to the perfect tense, as well as to some key verbs in the imperfect tense. 

Students begin to use the present and perfect tenses together. They explore how to ask 

questions. 

Term 2  
Media 
Students learn to talk about media, such as film and reading preferences and they discuss 

screen time. Students develop what they can say about their lives and their 

likes/dislikes/preferences. They revise the present tense, including modal verbs, and continue 

to practise the perfect tense. Students consider the importance of learning languages for 

future careers. 

Term 3  
Healthy Lifestyle 
Students express likes/dislikes and their opinions around food, healthy eating and healthy 

lifestyles. They are introduced to using three tenses together. Pupils are also shown some 

typical menus and learn about traditional foods of Germany, Austria and Switzerland. 

Term 4  
School Trips and Festivals 
Students continue to develop their use of verbs, including modal, reflexive and separable 

verbs in the context of rules in a youth hostel and daily routine. They are introduced to the 

imperative for asking directions and offer further practice of using three tenses. Pupils also 

learn about festivals and holiday destinations in Germany, Austria and Switzerland. 

 

 

 

 



Term 5  
Free Time 
Students continue to develop transactional language in the context of going out. They talk 

about fashion and they make arrangements to go out. Students explore how to ask questions 

in three tenses. They have the opportunity to learn about some famous German brands. 

Term 6  
Revision and Assessment  
Students review topics and grammar concepts covered in terms 1- 5. They practise present, 

past and future tense formation. They extend their cultural knowledge by researching 

Fairtrade labels and creating publicity material for a new eco fashion label 

 

Latin – Term 1 
An introduction to Latin and the nominative and 

accusative noun cases  
Students begin their study of the Latin language in Year 8. In the first term, they are introduced 

to the reasons why we study this language, and begin to develop an awareness of 

pronunciation rules when reading Latin aloud. They will begin to develop a knowledge of Latin 

vocabulary and appreciate how words are derived from Latin in English and other modern 

languages. There is a particular focus on nouns this term, and students are introduced to the 

terms “nominative” and “accusative”, and learn how Latin nouns are categorised according to 

their “declension”. By the end of this term, students should be able to translate simple 

sentences with verbs in the 3rd person present tense, and be aware that Latin sentences do 

not always have the same word order in English. Students will also acquire an understanding 

of daily life in a Roman town. 

Term 2  
An introduction to verb endings and the concept of 

"number" for nouns 

In the second term, there is a particular focus on verbs. Students are introduced to 

the concept of personal endings. They will study the 1st and 2nd person endings 

(including these forms for the verb “sum”) adding to the 3rd person singular ending 

covered in Term 1. Students will also consolidate and develop their knowledge of 

nouns. They are introduced to the concept of “number”, looking at noun endings for 

the nominative case in both the singular and plural. The concept of “number” will be 

furthered by exploring the difference between 3rd person singular and 3rd person 

plural verbs. By the end of this term, students should be able to translate slightly more 

complex sentences to include some compound sentences. Students will also acquire 

a knowledge of the Roman forum and Roman theatre. 

 

 

 

 



Term 3 
Verb tenses, including irregular perfects  

In the third term, students will add to their knowledge of verbs by learning how to 

identify and translate the perfect and imperfect tenses using key letters to guide them. 

They will also look at the imperfect tense of the irregular verb “sum”.  Then, students 

will further develop and consolidate their understanding of the perfect tense by 

studying irregular perfects. They will use the ‘S-U-SS-E-X’ mnemonic device to assist 

them in memorising key irregular letters for recognising the perfect tense, all the while 

applying the previously learnt perfect tense translation rule. Students will continue to 

expand their vocabulary knowledge, and translations will become more complex. 

Latin stories at this stage include a mixture of short and compound sentences, and 

subordinate clauses. Students will also build an awareness of slavery in the Roman 

world. 

Term 4  
More about nouns and introducing adjectives 

In the fourth term, students will further build on their knowledge of nouns by looking 

at the endings for the accusative case in both the singular and plural. They will also 

be introduced to the “dative” case in both the singular and plural, and extend their 

knowledge of Latin word order further. Students will also begin their study of Latin 

adjectives, in particular learning how to identify and translate “superlatives”. They will 

begin to develop an awareness of word order rules where adjectives are used in 

Latin. Latin sentences and stories at this stage continue to grow in complexity as 

students’ grammatical knowledge develops. Students will also build an awareness of 

how gladiatorial shows and the baths in the Roman world contribute to the concept 

of Roman entertainment. 

 

Term 5  
All the personal endings of verbs; comparative 

adjectives 

In the fifth term, students will complete their study of the grammar required for their 

end of year exam. They will particularly focus on progressing their verb knowledge, 

being able to confidently identify all the personal endings of the present tense and 

reflect this in their translation. Students will add to their prior knowledge of the 

imperfect and perfect tenses, this time covering all the person endings. They will 

additionally complete their study of the present and imperfect tenses of the irregular 

verb “sum”. Finally, students will also be introduced to comparative adjectives, with 

the opportunity to review and build upon their prior knowledge of superlative 

adjectives. Latin sentences and stories at this stage continue to grow in complexity 

as students’ grammatical knowledge develops. Students will also build an awareness 

of Roman education. 

 



Term 6  
Questions in Latin, Revision and Assessment 

Students will finalise any grammatical knowledge covered the Cambridge Latin 

Course Book 1. In the first week they will learn how to apply translate verbs such as  

“favet” and “credit” more simply in order to convey a natural English translation. 

Students will finally be introduced to how questions are asked in Latin, and in 

particular when using “-ne”. During the remainder of the term, students will 

consolidate their translation skills, reviewing and revising the grammatical features 

they have studied so far in the year. They will have the opportunity to exemplify their 

command of the language through an examination on translation, comprehension 

and grammar. There will be time to reflect on their learning and end of year 

assessment, before developing their knowledge of the eruption of Vesuvius with 

project work that will take place at the end of term. 

 

Art – Term 1 
Pop Art 
This project will use food and condiments as a still life starting point to develop an 

understanding of how to draw an arrangement of 3D objects. Students will use the 

understanding they have gained during the Year 7 Formal Elements course and their 

measuring skills from the Portraiture and Perspective units, to develop a painting in a 2D 

format, using acrylic paint. Chalk Fondant Fancies will start the course rolling, by providing an 

assessment piece to demonstrate how well perspective has been understood and students 

will be expected to translate their knowledge of mixing and blending by using coloured chalks. 

Understanding how colour can be layered and mixed, extends the Year 7 colour theory 

understanding. Interesting sketchbook covers will be designed based on Pop Art Imagery.  

Term 2  
Pop Art Continued 
Students will be introduced to writing using an ellipse technique and will learn how to observe 

and translate these workings to make writing on a 3-D surface appear realistic. Sketchbooks 

will reference a selection of Pop Artists and experimental techniques including acrylic mixing  

examples. Contextually students will learn about WW2 and British post-war art including the 

rise of consumer society. Students will be required to compare how technology has changed  

the way we live in our homes compared to the 1950s by analysing ‘Just What Is It That Makes 

Today’s Homes So Different, So Appealing?’ By Richard Hamilton. We will question and 

discuss how art is seen and the changes that allowed Oldenburg’s Floor Burger a gallery 

space. Claes Oldenburg’s large sculptures will provide inspiration for students' own large 3-D 

sculptures, linked to the world's current consumer culture that will be displayed in school for 

all to see. 

Term 3  
William Morris – Pattern and Design 
This project will use natural forms as a starting point for developing ideas linked to pattern 

and nature. Students will explore through drawing natural objects including working from  



peppers to develop their colour mixing and rendering with oil pastels. Shells will be observed 

and drawn using pen, biro and ink. Students will be encouraged to collect and find their own 

natural forms to explore and develop drawings, using pencils to show line and working with 

fine liners and watercolours to show form. Students will develop an understanding of the range 

of different mark-making techniques required to create a successful drawing and print. 

Students will produce a 2D printed outcome based on natural forms. Students will use lino to 

form a print that will become a tessellated print based on their natural form drawings to 

produce a wrapping paper design. This project comes with a design brief which is great for 

students to understand what it is like to work to a design specification. Their final wrapping 

paper should be suitable to sell in a shop. 

Term 4  
William Morris – Pattern and Design Continued 
Students learn how to use lino cutting equipment and learn about the printing process. 

Mathematical skills are enhanced when designing a repeat pattern and the three types of 

regular tessellations are taught. Maths skills are covered and angles that are divisors are  

discussed. Students learn about The Arts and Craft Movement and how William Morris 

alongside family and other artists were keen to improve working conditions for factory 

workers. We discuss the rights of women during this period and explore how the focus was 

to raise design to the level of art and appreciate craft and individuality rather than the mass-

produced. Maurits Cornelis Escher’s mathematically inspired woodcuts aid inspiration and 

mathematical patterns in nature are discussed and viewed in a wonderful video. 

Term 5 
Mixed Media Workshops 
This unit allows students the flexibility to work in a more independent setting. A variety of 

practical workshops are designed to explore random ways of printing with exciting, unknown 

outcomes. Students can continue with the same natural forms as in the last unit or select a 

different starting point. Students will have the chance to use materials and equipment they 

have not used before including adobe illustrator, clay, and silk painting equipment. This work 

will be documented in their sketchbooks and personal work will start. 

Term 6 
Mixed Media Workshops Continued 
Students will design their own outcome based on the workshops covered and develop a plan 

and outcome in the timescale available. Students will select their own artists and influences. 
 

Design Technology – Terms 1 & 2 

During Y8 students will continue to develop their skills and Knowledge in the range of 

specialist areas.  They will move into each of the areas on a rotation over the year.  This year 

the aim is to strengthen the student’s practical skills as well as the technical knowledge 

needed to produce high quality products. This is the chance for them to bring knowledge from 

other subject areas and apply it along with the specialist subject knowledge in to their work.   

Cereals 
Students will continue to develop their technical skills and practical independence by making 

a range of dishes based on cereals, adapting or modifying the recipe as necessary.  They will  

 

 



recall the principles of The Eatwell Guide and develop nutrient knowledge as they modify 

dishes to suit a specific user and their needs. They will develop an understanding of the 

functions and working properties of ingredients through making breads, reduced and roux 

sauces and pastries. They will research and plan a meal to suit a specific occasion or context. 

They will learn further consider factors that affect food choice, food security, sustainability and 

in the reduction of food waste. 

Terms 3 & 4 

Human impact on the regions   

Students will learn about the impact product design and manufacture has on the tropical 

regions of the world. In this project the focus is on strengthening existing understanding They 

will also learn about the basic principles of balance and bio mimicry. Students will then select 

a species to design and create a child’s toy that can be used to promote a better 

understanding of the region and the ways we can apply sustainability principles to design and 

manufacture. 

Term 5 & 6 

Design and make a product that promotes Fairtrade   

The project will focus on the application of CAD to the development of a Fairtrade linked 

Chocolate bar mould.   The creation of a vacuum form mould using polypropylene will be used 

as the main making element of the project.  The product will allow students to extend their 

understanding of the issues of sustainability and the impact of globalisation on the production 

of products and resource use. 

 

Music – Term 1  
Hooks and Riffs 
Students will explore music based on repeated musical patterns through the genres of popular 

music (hooks and riffs) and music from the western classical tradition (ostinatos) through 

performing, composing and listening and appraising, building on what was learned in year 7. 

Students will revisit staff notation from the previous year and further develop their 

understanding on this, focusing on treble and bass clef symbols as an indication of pitch and 

rhythm, and musical repeat markings and symbols. Students will be reintroduced to graphic 

scores. Students take a role in a group ensemble, taking on a solo part. Students will evaluate 

how purpose can affect the way music is used.                           

Term 2  
Offbeat 
This unit begins with students exploring the origins of Reggae music and identifying musical 

features from Mento, Ska and Rock steady, and looks at the famous Reggae musician, Bob 

Marley, and his influence on a worldwide audience. Students will look at a case study using 

two Reggae songs to explore the genre. Students will learn about the different textural 

elements that make up a Reggae song: bass line riffs, melodic hook, offbeat chords, 

syncopated rhythms and the vocal melody line. Students will continue to extend and develop 

their vocabulary, focusing on their harmonic language, constructing chords I, IV and V, and 

performing these in an authentic style. Students will perform a song, arranged in a Reggae 

style, demonstrating understanding of Reggae and offbeats. 



Term 3  
Variations 

Students explore basic ways to vary an existing theme using the elements of music, learnt 

previously, and simple musical devices. They develop this further by progressively exploring 

and using more complex variation techniques including augmentation, diminution, 

canon/round, and adding a counter melody, before learning how to vary a song using changes 

in tonality and investigating how inversion, retrograde and retrograde inversion can be applied 

to a theme as more advanced variation techniques. Students will learn to identify these 

through the mediums of listening, performing and composing. Students will combine these 

variation techniques to complete a composition project to demonstrate their understanding 

and musicality. 

Term 4  
All That Jazz  

This unit develops students understanding of the key musical features of Jazz and Blues, 

further exploring chords, chord patterns and how improvisation is used within the genres. 

Students will investigate the history, origins and development of the Blues, and different types 

and styles of Jazz. Instruments, timbres and sonorities used in Jazz and Blues are also 

explored and the different roles between frontline and rhythm section instruments within Jazz 

and Swing/Big Bands. Students will learn the characteristic 12-bar Blues chord pattern, further 

developing their understanding of chords I, IV and V as triads, before extending these into 

seventh chords and turning them into a walking bass line. The Blues scale is introduced as a 

new melodic resource on which students can improvise using ostinato, riffs and fills within the 

12-bar Blues structure. A case study is used to investigate the use of 12-bar Blues and textural 

layers in Swingy, including performance and improvisation tasks, consolidating knowledge, 

skills and understanding of Jazz and Blues from earlier in the unit. Students will look at a 

range of Jazz styles, recognising and describing some of these in listening tasks. 

Term 5  
All About the Bass 

Bass clef reading and notation forms the foundation of this unit, with students exploring a 

range of different commonly used bass line patterns within a variety of different types, styles 

and genres of music from different times and places. Students revisit the bass clef notation, 

learning how to read and use ledger lines on the bass stave, with instruments and voices 

which use the bass clef being referred to throughout the unit. Students will explore bass line 

riffs, realising and performing some from genres of Rap and/or Hip Hop and perform these. 

Students will further explore walking bass line patterns from the previous unit and their use in 

later genres, such as Rock and Roll, and will construct their own using notes from the chords 

I, IV and V, learning about and using passing notes. Different types of bass line 

accompaniments are further explored, with students looking at arpeggios, broken chords and 

Alberti bass line patterns in a range of different genres including classical and modern solo 

piano music, surf rock, popular songs and rock and roll through performing, composing and 

listening tasks. Students finish exploring bass lines by learning about pedals; and how a bass 

line note can be sustained of a period of time, looking at their use in Baroque music, organ 

and keyboard toccatas, Jazz popular song and film music. 
 

 

 



Term 6  
Saharan Sounds  

Through this unit, students explore the main rhythmic musical features and devices used in 

African music, particularly the African drumming traditions of West Africa. They will explore 

the different performance techniques and the effect this has on the timbre and sonority of the 

sounds produced. Single line rhythm notation and note values are revised from prior learning 

and extended through knowledge of dotted and tied notes. Students will perform and create, 

by composing and improvising simple rhythms and, using repetition, turn these into cyclic 

rhythms. These are developed further to create polyrhythmic textures, a characteristic of 

much African music. Students will further explore the effect of syncopation on rhythms, 

revisiting and learning about its offbeat feel and its emphasis on weaker beats, before 

exploring how call and response is used in African music through creating, composing, 

performing and improvising their own call and response rhythms. Students will develop their 

knowledge of timbre and sonority further through exploring African musical instruments before 

combining everything learnt in an African-inspired piece. 
 

PE (Physical Education) – Terms 1 & 2 
Components of fitness and their link to sports 

performance  
Students will revisit previous learning and delve further into components of fitness (specifically 

cardiovascular endurance, muscular endurance, muscular strength, flexibility and body 

composition). Students will investigate their impact across different sports and disciplines 

recognising how the components are of varying importance for different performers. Students 

will begin to analyse a performer in action and link the pertinent components explaining 

where/how they are required. They themselves will take part in and increase their knowledge 

of how to test those components accurately and consistently. Students will develop some 

independence through fitness testing and executing the correct procedures along with 

analysing and comparing performances, offering peer feedback to improve performance and 

become a self-reflective learner and performer. Spatial awareness, accuracy of measuring 

and recording as well as interpreting results and normative data will also be introduced.                           

Term 3 & 4 
The role of different training methods in training, 

performance and healthy living 
Students will build on previous learning to continue to recognise the components of fitness 

related to a performance. They will now investigate and link the components to the appropriate 

training methods in order to improve both themselves and others. This will link into trialling 

the different methods of training (including continuous, fartlek and interval) and evaluating 

their effectiveness for performers. Students will explore training methods as a way in which 

to enhance personal fitness (linking to previous learning and knowledge of fitness tests), set 

targets specific to themselves or peers in order to achieve this, and begin to recognise the 

importance and impact of these methods on personal fitness and leading a healthy lifestyle. 

Accuracy of measuring and recording as well as interpreting results and normative data will  

 

 

 



be improved and will continue to be utilised with students showing more independence within 

this process. 

Term 5  
Leadership styles across different sports and groups 
Students will explore different leadership styles and will revisit coaching techniques. Students 

will begin to utilise their learning and apply learnt skills and techniques when leading peers in 

small groups and across different situations (e.g. competitive or non-competitive). Through 

teacher modelling, students will enhance their knowledge of attack versus defence principles 

and begin to apply this to their own game and when leading. Students will use peer 

observation, feedback and self-reflection in order to hone and improve their performances, 

self and spatial awareness, techniques and skill acquisition.  

Term 6  
Officiating across different sports 
Students will explore the role of an official in different sports and disciplines including the 

skills, communication and interpersonal skills required. Students will begin to apply these 

skills through self-discovery and will aim to improve their effectiveness and consistency. This 

will be achieved using various methods including peer observation and feedback, self-

assessment and teacher observation and modelling. Through the process of learning to be 

an official, students will develop confidence and empathy, improve their decision making and 

communication skills (including verbal and nonverbal), the use of the whistle, their knowledge 

of rules and need for rules and their consistent application to ensure fair play. The continuation 

of peer observation and evaluation will continue in order to help students identify areas to 

improve. 

 

PSHE – Term 1  
Health and Wellbeing 
Students will learn about expectations for year 8. They will develop their study skills and learn 

about memory, growth mindset. They will explore risk and consequences with road safety, 

drugs & alcohol and their impact, including the role of peer pressure. 

Term 2  
Living in the wider world 
Students will learn about rights and responsibilities in our community. The will learn about the 

Equality Act 2010. Students will explore the topic of human rights, equality and freedom. They 

will examine the Children’s Rights Convention, including the impact of conflict on children, 

child soldiers.   

Term 3  
Relationships 
The focus of this unit is Fundamental British Values, in particular mutual respect, racism and 

its impact. Students look at the bystander effect, cyberbullying, online grooming, gambling 

and young people.   
 

 



Term 4  
Health and wellbeing 
This term will focus on mental health and its influence. Students examine the impact of social 

media on our mental health and body image. They explore and discuss the stigma associated 

with mental health.  

Term 5  
Relationships 
Students explore sexuality and gender identity, identifying age restrictions and their 

importance. They also learn about the importance of contraception. 

Term 6  
Living in the wider world 
Students will learn about different careers (career options & training routes). They will 

undertake career research. They will examine the importance of financial health. 

 


