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English – Terms 1 & 2 
Myths and Legends 
Students begin the year with a short sequence of lessons concerning biography, 

autobiography and writing skills. This enables teachers to learn more about their students and 

get an early indication of their written and communication abilities. The Myths and Legends 

unit involves the study of classical mythology, biblical stories and allusions. Firstly, students 

read and analyse extracts from ‘The Odyssey’ using scaffolded approaches to introduce the 

analytical written style practised in all subsequent KS3 units. An etymological approach to 

vocabulary acquisition is introduced which enables students to attempt to decode unfamiliar 

vocabulary. Biblical stories from Genesis and figures such as Judas are explored to illustrate 

the literary concept of allusion and these powerful allusions can be found in other texts 

students encounter later in their journey through English at DGGS.  

Term 3 
Alice in Wonderland 
Students study ‘Alice in Wonderland’ to unlock their imagination, practise their imaginative 

writing and explore the concept of the phantasmagorical. The unit begins with students 

developing an understanding of the style of the novel and the contextual background. 

Following this, students have further opportunities to develop their skills of analysis by 

focusing on a dream sequence from the novel. ‘Alice in Wonderland’ is known for its 

playfulness and humour which helps instil a sense of fun and love of English; the students’ 

dramatic re-enaction of the Mad Hatter’s Tea Party is a highlight for many students and 

enables students to develop their creative responses to the text.  

Term 4 
Poetry 
Students explore a range of poetry from the canonical to the contemporary to give them the 

foundations they require for the study of poetry as they progress through the school. By the 

end of the unit, students should be familiar with the following poetic terms: alliteration, simile, 

metaphor, personification, stanza, mood or atmosphere, rhyme, rhythm. The main assessed 

task will be an analytical essay linked to Shelley’s ‘Ozymandias’ or Tennyson’s ‘The Lady of 

Shalott’. In terms of contemporary poetry, students will explore poems such as Phoebe 

Stuckes’ ‘Daughters’ and write their own ‘call to arms’ poetry in the same style. Spoken 

language opportunities may include students reading their poem of choice aloud or learning 

a poem by heart. 

Terms 5 & 6 
Introduction to Shakespeare: The Tempest 
Students begin with an introduction to Shakespeare and key contextual information about his 

life and what society was like in Elizabethan and Jacobean England. One of the main 

assessed tasks for this unit is a piece of imaginative writing from the perspective of a 

groundling in The Globe theatre for the first time. Students are encouraged to incorporate 

sensory details, using a variety of sentence structures and sophisticated vocabulary and 

imagery in their work. Students will also practise their skills of annotation and interpretation 

through their exploration of key extracts from ‘The Tempest’. There will be a particular focus 

on the character of Caliban which will form an analytical assessment task. The role of magic 

 



and consideration of the ‘other’ archetype within literature are explored over the course of this 

unit. 
 

Mathematics - Term 1  
Number Skills and Analysing and Displaying Data 
Number Skills: 

Students start their maths journey by studying a range of number skills. Firstly, they will 

explore prime numbers, factors and multiples. Following this, they will look at using index 

notation, rounding, and finding roots. Lastly, they will learn inverse operations and applying 

the rules of BIDMAS (Brackets, Indices, Divide, Multiply, Adding, Subtracting). 

Analysing and Displaying Data: 

To begin, students will learn to compare distributions and interpret and construct tables and 

graphs. Following this, they learn to complete a data collection and assess suitability of 

different averages. Lastly, students will use and draw scatter graphs, being able to use 

correlation to describe the relationship between sets of data and use a line of best fit to 

estimate a missing value. 

Term 2  
Equations, Functions & Formulae and Fractions 

Equations and Functions: 

Firstly, students will study substituting numbers and constructing expressions.  Following this, 

they will learn to simplify expressions and understand the different roles of letter symbols and 

powers. Lastly, students will learn to expand and factorise single brackets.  

Fractions: 

Students will begin by comparing fractions and applying the four operations, using inverse 

operations to check calculations. Next, they will study simplifying fractions, being able to 

express one number as a fraction of another and calculating fractions of amounts. Lastly, 

students will learn to convert between fractions, decimals, and percentages. 

Term 3  
Angles and Shapes and Decimals 
Angles and Shapes: 

Firstly, students will learn to identify the symmetries of 2D shapes and classify quadrilaterals 

by their geometric properties. Following this, students will begin exploring parallel lines and 

finding missing angles using vertically opposite, alternate, and corresponding angles. Lastly, 

students will then learn to calculate the interior and exterior angles of triangles, quadrilaterals, 

and other regular/irregular polygons.  

Decimals: 

Firstly, students will learn to order and round decimals to d.p or s.f. and apply the four 

operations. Following this, they will convert and simplify terminating decimals to fractions. 

Lastly, they will learn to expressing one number as a percentage of another and find 

percentage decreases and increases.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



Term 4  
Equations and Multiplicative Reasoning 
Equations 
Firstly, students will look at solving simple one step and two step linear equations and 

substituting integers into formulae. Following this, they will learn to solve more complex 

equations involving brackets and find a positive and negative square root as a solution of an 

equation involving x². Lastly, they will use systematic trial and improvement to find the 

approximate solution to one decimal place of equations such as x³ + x = 5. 

Multiplicative Reasoning 

To begin, students will explore simplifying and writing ratios. Next, they learn to divide a 

quantity into a given ratio and be able to write ratios as fractions and percentages. Following 

on from this, students will use the unitary method to solve simple word problems. Lastly, they 

will compare ratios by changing them to the form 1:m or m:1  

Term 5  
Multiplicative Reasoning and Perimeter, Area and 

Volume 
Multiplicative Reasoning 

See Term 4 

Perimeter, Area and Volume  

To begin with students will learn how to calculate the area and perimeter of complex shapes 

triangles, circles (area and circumference), parallelograms and trapeziums using formulas. 

Secondly, they will learn the use geometric properties of 3D Shapes and calculate the surface 

area and volume of 3D Shapes.  Following this, students will learn to convert both metric and 

imperial units. Lastly, they will learn to use and apply Pythagoras theorem. 

Term 6  
Sequences and Graphs 

Sequences and Graphs 

To begin this topic students will generate and describe sequences and learn how to find a 

term given its position in a sequence. Next, they will learn how to describe and use the nth  

term of an arithmetic sequence. Following this, they will learn to read and plot co-ordinates in 

all four quadrants. Lastly, they will learn to plot and compare straight line graphs and find the 

midpoint of a line segment. 
 

Science – Term 1  
Matter, Organisms  
Students learn about matter and changes of state using the particle model. This shows them 

how the arrangement and movement of particles can explain the behaviour and properties of 

substances. Students learn about organisms and their movement; in particular the role of the 

human skeleton, muscles and joints. Students will continue to look at organisms, focusing on 

cells. They will explore the structure and function of cells using microscopes and find out how 

cells can be specialised. 

 

 



Term 2  
Forces, Reactions 
In physics, students learn about forces and speed. They interpret distance/time graphs and 

describe resultant forces. They learn about gravity and the difference between mass and 

weight and using formula.  In chemistry, students learn about reactions, focusing on acids 

and alkalis. They learn about the pH scale, indicators, making salts and neutralisation 

reactions. 

Term 3  
Energy, Matter 
Students continue physics by learning about energy, examining methods of generating 

electricity and their impacts and costs. They study energy transfer, in particular, transfers and 

stores of energy and the principle of conservation of energy. 

In Chemistry they learn about pure substances and mixtures and how different separating 

techniques are used based on a substance’s properties. 

Term 4 
Waves, Reactions and Electromagnets 

Students begin term 4 studying waves, focusing on light. They study the behaviour of light, 

reflection, refraction, dispersion and colours of light. They examine modelling waves and learn 

about the differences between longitudinal and transverse waves. Students extend their study 

of chemical reactions, looking at both metals and non-metals. They learn how these elements 

react with oxygen, how metals react with acid and how displacement reactions occur. 
Students learn about electricity. They define and explain the difference in electric current, 

voltage and resistance and how these change in series and parallel circuits. Students learn 

how to use and re-arrange a variety of equations and explain how static charge can occur. 

Term 5  
Ecosystems, Earth & Space 
In this biology topic students dissect flowers and look at their lifecycle from pollination to seed 

dispersal. In plant reproduction they are able to identify parts of a flower. They move on to 

learning about human reproduction, in particular reproductive systems and the menstrual 

cycle, development of a foetus and the role of the placenta.  

In the Earth topics students learn about the rock cycle and formation and identification of 

different rock types. They finish the term by studying the Earth's place in the solar system, 

objects in space, galaxies, stars and space exploration. 

Term 6  
Exam Ready, Ecosystems Project 
Focus on revision of terms 1-5 and then end of year examinations. In addition, students will 

complete scientific enquiry projects encompassing mastery of skills in collecting, processing 

and analysing data, completing a fieldwork activity as part of the Ecosystems unit. 

 

 

 

 



Computer Science – Term 1  
Introduction to DGGS School Network and Collaborating 

online respectfully 
This unit will be taught at the beginning of the year to ensure that students are given sufficient 

time to familiarise themselves with the school network. It also allows the teacher to discuss 

appropriate use of the school network, and to update and remind students of important online 

safety issues. Whilst completing this unit, students will also learn how to use Teams, Email 

and Office 365 applications effectively. In terms of online safety, this unit focuses on 

respecting others online, spotting strangers, and the effects of cyberbullying.  

Term 2  
Programming in Scratch - I 
This unit is the first programming unit of KS3. The aim of this unit is to build 

student’s confidence and knowledge of the key programming constructs. Importantly, this unit 

does not assume any previous programming experience, but it does offer students the 

opportunity to expand on their knowledge throughout the unit. The main programming 

concepts covered in this unit are sequencing, variables, selection, and count-controlled 

iteration. All of the examples and activities for this unit use Scratch 3.  

Term 3  
Programming in Scratch – II 
Programming in scratch II follows on from the foundations built in ‘Programming I’. In this unit, 

students will build on their understanding of the control structures’ sequence, selection, and 

iteration (the big three); and develop their problem-solving skills. Students will learn how to 

create their own subroutines, develop their understanding of decomposition, learn how to 

create and use lists, and build upon their problem-solving skills by working through a larger 

project at the end of the unit.  

Term 4  
Modelling Data – Spreadsheets 
The spreadsheet unit enables students to grow from having very little knowledge of 

spreadsheets to being able to confidently model data with a spreadsheet. The unit uses 

engaging activities to progress learners from using basic formulas to writing their own 

COUNTIF statements. This unit will give students a good set of skills that they can use in 

computer science lessons and in other subject areas.  

Term 5  
Using media gaining support for a cause 

During this unit, students develop their understanding of information technology and digital 

literacy skills. They will use the skills learnt across the unit to create a blog post about a real-

world cause that they would like to gain support for. Students will develop software formatting 

skills and explore concerns surrounding the use of other people’s work, including licensing 

and legal issues.  

 

 



Term 6  
History and Pioneers of Computing 
In this unit, students learn about the history and pioneers of computer science. Students will 

create a timeline showing the key points in the developments of computers. This unit will give 

students a great insight to inventions. As a result, students will be creating their own invention 

and will share their ideas to the rest of the class.  

 

History – Term 1  
How could you get power in Early Medieval England? 
Students begin their history journey with a contextual investigation into Anglo-Saxon England, 

moving onto the disputed claims for the English throne, and exploring why there were so many 

claimants for the English throne. Students are also introduced to their first rigorous source, 

the Bayeux Tapestry.  

Term 2 
Was William I a tyrant? 
We continue our assessment of what ‘power’ meant in the medieval period by considering the 

reign of William I; the Harrying of the North, the creation of Castles, the feudal system and 

the Domesday book. At its heart, this enquiry is a study of change and continuity, asking 

students to consider how much William actually changed when he took control after 1066. 

Term 3 
What did it mean to have power in the Medieval World?   
Students explore the changing nature of power through a study of the Church, Parliament and 

the role of the English monarch. This is then compared with other global stories such as Mali 

and Song Dynasty China. We also assess the type and extent of power wielded by women 

and ordinary people in this time period, seeking to recognise that everyone has the power to 

effect changes in the world they occupy. 

Term 4 
What travelled the Silk Roads? 
Students use the foundational knowledge of the different global empires and dominions to 

assess the importance and influence of the Silk Roads. We consider how the flow of goods, 

religion and disease affected the whole world, and demonstrate the relative insignificance of 

Europe for much of the medieval period.  

Term 5 
How serious was the Peasants Revolt?  
We return to England in the late fourteenth century to consider one of the most radical 

upheavals of the era; the almost entirely unprecedented challenge to the monarchy presented 

by the 1381 Revolt. Drawing on brand new scholarship from the 1381 project, with which we 

have close ties, we consider the numbers, geographical breadth and aims of the rebels, and 

investigate how ordinary people were able to use their own agency in the late medieval period. 

 



Term 6 
Who was the Greatest Mughal Emperor? 
We complete year 7 with a depth study of Mughal India, pulling all of our knowledge about 

power, empire, and the medieval world together to assess the first six rulers of the Mughal 

Empire in India, considering the significance of each, and exploring ideas about what it means 

to be acknowledged as a ‘great’ ruler. 

 

Geography – Term 1  
What is a Geographer? 

The aim of this topic is for students to gain knowledge and understanding of space and place, 

both local, national and international. Students will understand and recall the names and 

locations of the 7 continents and 5 Oceans of the world. They will look at Europe, the continent 

they live on, in more depth, understanding the physical, human and political geography of this 

continent. Students will learn why sites in the UK were originally chosen as settlements and 

how and why their purpose has changed throughout time. Students understand the key 

human and physical characteristics of the UK, before moving to a more local scale of England, 

Kent and eventually, Dover. Key OS map skills are introduced here and will be weaved 

throughout their whole KS3 study.  

Term 2 
What is weather and climate? 
Students begin to use enquiry-based skills to consider why and how weather changes so 

frequently. They understand the fundamental differences between weather and climate. 

Students will explore the typical weather patterns of the UK, but also study climate zones and 

climate graphs of contrasting world regions. Students will plan and carry out a weather 

investigation, before analysing the results using Excel and Word. This unit encompasses 

cross-curricular links with the science, maths and computing curriculums.  

Term 3 
Climate change and Earth's future 

Students begin using their place knowledge acquired in units 1&2 more frequently and in more 

depth. They will also use their knowledge of weather and climate from unit 3 to begin to 

understand of the most pressing issues facing humanity/the Earth today. Students will 

understand the fundamental differences between climate change and global warming, before 

analysing both human (paintings, graphs) and physical (ice cores, tree rings) evidence that 

prove Earth's temperature has risen rapidly over the last century. Students consider the 

positives and negatives to climate change by analysing the social, economic and 

environmental impacts on both AC, EDC and LIDC regions. 

Term 4 
What is an economy? 
Students build on their knowledge of unit 2 as they use enquiry skills to investigate why 

industries are located in certain areas of the UK and how these industries have evolved over 

time. Students specifically look at the industry of farming in the UK. They use map skills  

 



acquired in unit 1 to identify the ideal locations for both farming and manufacturing. Students 

build on their unit 2 knowledge of local and global, by understanding why the Japanese car  

firm, Nissan, manufacture their cars in Sunderland. Students also study Fairtrade and the 

intricate trade process of how a cocoa bean in South America/Africa arrives on the 

supermarket shelf as a fully-packaged chocolate bar. The units end with a decision-making 

exercise of deciding the ideal location of a new factory in the UK. 

Term 5 
Deserts of the world 
Students finish year 7 by focusing specifically on the biome of the desert. This incorporates 

place knowledge from unit 2 that will be built upon in the duration of KS3 and into KS4. 

Students study the major biomes of the world, looking at the key characteristics of each, 

before focusing solely on the desert biome. Students understand the locations of the world's 

major deserts and the key adaptations of both plants and animals in this biome. Students look 

at the desert biome on a more local scale, focusing on the Sahara Desert.  

Term 6 
What happens when the land meets the sea?  
Unit 6 builds upon knowledge acquired in unit 5. Students understand key characteristics of 

the coastline from both human and physical geography standings. The concepts of river 

erosion and transportation overlap with coastal erosion and transportation. These concepts 

are then built upon as students understand how coastal erosional landforms and landforms 

created by transportation form and transform over different spatial periods of time, from 

minutes to millennia. Students use independent research skills and decision making in order 

to understand the economic, social and environmental positives and negatives to both soft 

and hard engineering strategies. This unit is a vital building block of the KS4 and KS5 

curriculums.  
 

Religious Education – Term 1  
Does God Exist? 
Students examine and evaluate the classic arguments for God's existence. These are the 

Design, Cosmological and Argument from Religious Experience. They explore different  

understandings of what a miracle is and whether it is possible to have miracles. Students start 

their journey in philosophy exploring their own beliefs about theism, atheism and agnosticism. 

Anthropomorphic conceptions of God are challenged. Students are introduced to Buddhism 

and the concept of a religion without a creator god.  

Term 2  
Creation 
Students study various narratives relating to the creation of the Earth and human beings. 

These include scientific explanations for the creation of the Earth, as well as those from 

Christianity, Hinduism and Islam. Students are invited to compare and contrast each narrative 

and formulate their own opinions on how the Earth came into existence, before evaluating 

which explanation is most convincing and why, justifying their viewpoint.  

 

 

 



Term 3  
Sikhism 
In this unit, students study the world religion of Sikhism. Beginning with the story of its founder, 

Guru Nanak, this unit progresses to explore the Guru Granth Sahib, the Gurdwara, and the 

concept of Sewa - selfless service - and what contemporary British society could learn from 

this. Students then study the 5 'K's of Sikhism as well as the formation and impact of the 

Khalsa. Finally, students explore various benefits and challenges of being a Sikh in 

contemporary British society. 

Term 4  
Christian Denominations 
The focus for Unit 4 is on the history of the world's biggest faith, Christianity, as well as 

exploring the diversity of and variations in beliefs and practices of its various denominations. 

Beginning with an examination of how missionaries helped to spread the message of 

Christianity following Jesus' resurrection and ascension, this unit continues to explore the 

Great Schism and Reformation. Quakers, the Amish and Pentecostal Christians are then 

examined in turn, with students comparing and contrasting each denomination in terms of 

their varied beliefs and practices. Finally, students evaluate whether there is a need for 

specific denominations within Christianity, explicitly discussing their similarities and 

differences as well as the challenges of such a diverse religion. 

Terms 5 & 6 
Radical Jesus 
In this unit, students build upon their knowledge of the history of Christianity acquired in Unit 

4 to study the teachings and practices of Jesus in more detail. Beginning with historical 

debates as to who Jesus was and historical proof of his existence; students then study the 

contrasting ways Jesus has been depicted through imagery, drawing conclusions as to why 

his physical appearance in artwork has varied so much. Students then study Jesus' attitude 

towards outcasts, women, wealth and violence, considering to what extent these could 

demonstrate his radical nature. Students will evaluate whether Jesus’ teachings were radical.  

 

French – Term 1  
Myself & my environment 
Students will cover the introductory topics of 'myself and my environment'. This covers themes 

such as: meeting and greeting, numbers and counting from 0-20, talking about their age, 

describing classroom objects & understanding simple classroom commands & instructions. 

They will focus on French pronunciation and phonetics. Grammar topics will include a gentle 

introduction to grammatical skills, such as: subject pronouns, the definite & indefinite articles, 

nouns, gender etc. They will also be introduced to the two main verbs, 'avoir' and 'etre' (to 

have & to be). 

Term 2  
Where I live 
The focus this term is the theme of 'where we live'. Students will ask and answer questions 

about where they - and others - live. They will continue to learn how to spell and continue with  



some basic rules for pronunciation, look at the alphabet, build on their learning of French 

numbers and be able to discuss dates and birthdays in some detail. Grammar topics will 

include: developing students' grasp of grammar skills from Term 1 plus: using/understanding 

subject pronouns in both their singular & plural form, the negative structure, basic question 

forms and simple prepositions. They will also start to look at regular verb conjugations in the 

present tense.  

Term 3  
Family 
In this third unit, students learn to talk and write about themselves in more detail as well as 

about members of their family. They will learn how to talk about siblings, immediate family 

members and more distant relatives. They will also be able to describe their and someone 

else's appearance and character. They will build on their learning of French numbers (up to 

100). Grammar topics will include:  developing students' grasp of grammar skills from Terms 

1 and 2, plus: asking more questions to elicit & understand more detailed information, 

possessive pronouns (my/your etc.), using connectives to extend their written and spoken 

sentences and learning how to express opinions of both like and dislike. They will continue to 

build on the level of detail they are able to give in their spoken and written language.  

Term 4  
House & Home 
In Term 4, students learn to talk about their home and bedroom in some detail. They also 

learn to talk about and describe their pets. They learn to describe animals in some detail and 

develop their grasp of opinions and adjectives (to include colours). Grammar topics will 

include: developing students' grasp of grammar skills from Terms 1-3, plus: nouns in their 

plural form, adjectives and adjectival agreement & more depth on opinions and reasons for 

those. They will continue to build on the level of detail they are able to give in their spoken 

and written language.  

Term 5  
Sport & Hobbies 
In Term 5, students learn to talk about sport, hobbies and what they and others do in their  

free time. They will learn key vocabulary for sports and leisure activities. They will also learn 

weather terminology and piece the two themes together to describe what they do in their free 

time in different weather types. Grammar topics will include: developing students' grasp of 

grammar skills from Terms 1-4, plus: the use of ‘quand' and 'si' to give extended sentences, 

the conjugations of key verbs for free time (jouer a, jouer de and faire) and the use of an 

infinitive verb within a sentence structure. They will continue to build on the level of detail they 

are able to give in their spoken and written language.  

Term 6  
Annual Review & Recap 
In this final term, pupils will revise the main topics from this academic year in preparation for 

the end of year school assessments and to make a smooth transition into Year 8. The main 

grammar topics and themes will be revised, such as: verb conjugation of regular verbs (-er), 

the two main verbs avoir and etre, articles, nouns and their gender, opinions (adjectives and 

opinions phrases, amongst others). 
 



German – Term 1  
Myself and my World 
Students begin their journey by learning to introduce themselves in German and talk about 

themselves. They learn numbers, the alphabet and also the key German sounds which are 

revisited throughout the year in pronunciation features. Students have the opportunity to learn 

about the German-speaking world, including geography, inventions, football teams and 

celebrities. 

Term 2  
Family and Pets 

Students learn to give information about family members and pets. They continue to develop 

what they can say about themselves and explore talking about and describing others, 

expanding their use of verbs to the 3rd person singular. They are given an opportunity to learn 

about Christmas and New Year in Germany to coincide with the end of the autumn term. 

Term 3  
Free Time 

Students learn how to talk about sports and hobbies. They continue to develop what they can 

say about themselves and others with an increasing variety of verbs and adjectives. Students 

learn to express their opinions using gern and ich finde… They also explore conveying future 

plans using the present tense. 

Term 4  
School 
Students are introduced to the school subjects, school facilities and rules. They discuss the 

timetable and describe teachers. Students learn to give reasons for their opinions, using weil. 

Students’ understanding of verbs and subject pronouns is expanded, including the exploration 

of the 3rd person plural. They learn about the school system and a typical school day in 

Germany. 

Term 5  
Holidays 
Students are given the opportunity to learn transactional language (in a souvenir shop and in 

a café) and they are introduced to the formation of the future tense. They learn about typical 

German snacks as well as about popular tourist attractions in Germany, Austria and 

Switzerland. 

Term 6  
Revision and Assessment 
In this final term, students revise the main topics from this academic year in preparation for 

the end of year school assessments and a smooth transition into Year 8. The main grammar 

topics and themes will be revised, such as: verb conjugation of regular and irregular verbs in 

the present tense, future tense formation, word order and modal verbs. Students research 

German-speaking places and create a tourist brochure. 

 



ART – Term 1  
Formal Elements Tone and Baseline Assessment 
Students are introduced to the Formal Elements of Art and Design. They learn about Colour 

Theory and how historically artists have used this knowledge to produce and inform their  

works. This project will encourage students to develop their understanding of rendering skills 

in a variety of media including pencil, colouring pencil, biro, oil pastels and watercolour. This 

project will give students the confidence to use materials and media in future projects. 

Students will explore through drawing from observation, including line and tonal drawings of 

shoes. A baseline assessment will be completed before starting the colour wheel work. 

Term 2  
Formal Elements continued – Colour 
Students will improve and display their knowledge of composition, form, tone, contrast, 

accuracy, and attention to detail. Students will explore paint and understand how to apply 

colour. Students will be expected to keep neat and creative sketchbooks, displaying research 

and practical work. The work of a variety of artists will be analysed and students will be 

encouraged to note take and extend their reading. Colour theory will be discussed and 

explored. 

Term 3  
Portraiture 
This project will use portraits as a starting point to develop an understanding of the rudiments 

of portraiture. This includes simplified facial anatomy, proportion, measurements and 

observational skills. Students will explore through drawing their own portrait and develop 

knowledge of facial anatomy and how structures support muscle and skin movement. 

Multisensory workshops will encourage students to explore their own faces, understanding 

that the skull provides protection and structure for tendinous and muscular attachments of the 

scalp and face. They will also view the life-size anatomical model skeleton to gain 

understanding. 

Term 4  
Portraiture Continued 
Students will explore how artists can include symbolic meaning in their work to convey a 

message or a series of messages. They begin by learning about Frida Kahlo’s terrible 

accident and how these experiences have shaped her life and art. More artists are explored, 

and we aim for all students to understand the importance of religion and culture in art. 

Students investigate as far back as Egyptian times to explore techniques used to create 

accuracy when drawing, and explore the use of the camera obscura in portrait painting. 

Students will analyse Queen Elizabeth's portraits and discuss how rich and influential families, 

as well as political figures, have commissioned artists to paint symbolic portraits for different 

reasons. How does art tell a historical story and give us clues into historical events? Students 

will examine the purpose of a portrait and relate it to modern ways of capturing a self-image. 

Students will be expected to create a foreground, middle ground, and background to their own 

paintings, after exploring a virtual art museum that has works spanning over 300 years. 
 

 

 



Term 5  
Perspective 
Students will be taught how to use one and two-point perspective. Students will follow step-

by-step tutorials to learn how to draw cubes, shapes and landscapes considering vanishing 

points, horizon lines, and light sources. Perspective terminology will be taught alongside the 

practical, measuring techniques to acquire accurate drawings. Firstly, students will be 

introduced to one-point perspective and once confidence grows, two-point perspective will be 

taught. 

Term 6  
Perspective Continued 
The Surrealist movement will be discussed, and Dali’s work analysed in this term. Students 

will have the choice of drawing a surrealist room or landscape in one- or two-point perspective. 

A selection of surrealist artists will be used for inspiration including Magritte and Dali. Students 

will decide how to arrange the composition, and this should be more attainable after being 

taught these skills in term 4 of the portraiture unit. 
 

Design Technology   
Design Technology is a multi-disciplinary subject that requires students to solve problems 

using skills and knowledge gained in lesson time and the wider curriculum.  Student will spend 

2 terms in each of the 3 subject areas developing their skills in problem analysis, research 

and designing and making solutions to set challenges. 
Terms 1 & 2 

Food and me in the kitchen   
Students will acquire and demonstrate the principles of food hygiene and safety when 

preparing and cooking ingredients. They will explore and explain the principles of The Eatwell 

Guide and relate it to their diet along with the 8 tips for healthy eating. They will learn the main 

nutrients and their functions provided by The Eatwell Guide food groups. Students will 

examine and Identify a range of factors that can affect food choice. They will develop technical 

skills through making a range of predominantly savoury dishes. 

Term 3 & 4 
Torch Project  
Students will take prior learning from KS2 and use this to design and make a portable low 

energy torch.  They will learn about basic electronics, circuit symbols and the application of 

low energy technology in and around the home.  Students will also develop both their skills 

and confidence in the design process.  Students will also study the impact of plastics on 

society.    

Term 5 & 6 
Bean Bag Frog 
The focus of this project is to develop student knowledge and understanding of textiles within 

society.  The project will focus on the design process and the application of new and smart  

 



materials.  The students will be introduced to the role of testing and development in the 

creation of a product.  
 

Music – Term 1  
Building Bricks 
Students learn about pitch, dynamics, duration, tempo, texture, timbre or sonority, articulation 

and silence, and are introduced to graphic notation and graphic scores. Students will develop 

their understanding of the elements of music and set the foundations of their musical 

vocabulary for use through Key Stage 3. This unit will encourage students to: identify elements 

of music when listening to and appraising a wide range of music, using correct Italian music 

terms and symbols where appropriate; create and perform effective musical demonstrations 

of the elements of music, accurately follow and realise a graphic score; create an effective 

piece of descriptive music showing clear awareness of how the elements of music have been 

used to create contrast; create a simple graphic score of their own composition, and perform 

a simple piece of music with a good degree of accuracy in terms of pitch and duration. 

Term 2 
Keyboard Skills 

Students are introduced to the keyboard, exploring its different functions, effective keyboard 

skills, and effective rehearsal and performing techniques, including basic treble clef staff 

notation. Students develop an understanding of the development of the keyboard and its 

history, learning about other keyboard instruments such as the harpsichord, celesta, 

accordion, organ, clavichord, piano and synthesisers. Students learn about basic 

accompaniments in the left hand, develop their understanding of staff notation through 

learning the enharmonic names for the 'black keys' on a keyboard, applying these when 

producing a final performance. 

Term 3 
I've Got Rhythm 
A sense of pulse is fundamental, a prerequisite of almost all musical activity. In this unit, 

students are introduced or reintroduced to the concept of pulse through a variety of rhythmic 

activities, the creation of patterns, including ostinati, and repetitive rhythmic textures - cyclic 

and polyrhythms, listening activities and the composition and performance of rhythm pieces. 

Students are introduced to rhythm grids in both their performing and composing, extending 

them to include single line rhythms using note values. Basic articulation is introduced, such 

as accents, along with basic time signatures, bars and bar lines. Students will also explore 

pulse patterns in a variety of genres, including March and Waltz. Students will be able to 

explain why rhythm is important in organising music. 

Term 4 
Form and Structure 
This unit begins by establishing what 'form and structure' in music is and why it is important. 

Through performing, composing, improvising and listening and appraising, students will 

explore four different musical structures: question and answer phrases, binary form, ternary 

form and rondo form. Students will understand the importance of musical contrast between 

sections in different musicals forms, demonstrating this through performance, composition  



and improvisation. Students will further develop their keyboard skills with more complex 

pieces, and continue to develop their understanding of staff notation through performance 

and composition opportunities. Students will be able to demonstrate their understanding when 

listening to music from different times and places. 

Term 5 
Sonority City 
Students develop their knowledge and understanding about orchestral instruments and 

families/sections of an orchestra. Students will explore the construction, sound production 

and timbres/sonorities of different instruments which belong to each section of a modern  

symphony orchestra. Students will learn to identify the different instruments of the orchestra, 

both visually and aurally, understanding some of the different 'ensembles', and describe the 

role of the conductor. Students will further develop their musical vocabulary, using it to 

describe sound production methods of different instruments, using more specific vocabulary 

to describe the timbre and sonority of the instruments being played/heard. Students will 

continue to develop their performance skills and reading of staff notation through opportunities 

to perform different pieces of orchestral music as part of a 'class orchestra'. 

Term 6 
Folk Music 
This unit builds on the concepts learnt throughout the year. Students investigate some of the 

different techniques of musical accompaniments through the exploration of folk songs. The 

concept of harmony, relating specifically to intervals, is reinforced through progressively more 

complex musical accompaniments, ranging from simple pedal notes, drones and ostinati, to 

chords as triads, broken chords arpeggios and Alberti bass. The concept of harmony is further 

developed in the exploration and addition of counter melodies in folk songs. Students will look 

at a case study where they sing and perform the melody, adding different accompaniment 

patterns and counter melody using different intervals before creating their own musical 

arrangement. Students will develop their understanding of the oral/aural traditions of folk 

music and develop their understanding of instruments timbre and sonority by exploring some 

of the different instruments used in folk music. They will learn about the different textural layers 

in folk songs: melody, chords and bass line, using these in their own practical work, and 

navigate around a lead sheet with confidence, demonstrating their growing understanding of 

staff notation.  
 

 

PE (Physical Education)  
All Year 7 students will undertake 1 lesson per week of Performing Arts and 1 lesson per 

week of traditional PE. Performing Arts is taught by staff from DAPA- (Dover/Deal Academy 

of Performing Arts) and under their expert tutelage for the year. All students are prepared for 

an end of year showcase which parents are invited to attend and celebrate the progress of 

the students’ singing, dancing and acting skills. 

Term 1 
Performing Arts/ Warm up and cool downs in Sport 
Students will have an introduction to Performing Arts introducing different dance styles, 

choreographic devices and techniques. During Physical Education students will explore the 

concepts of warming up and cooling down. Students will begin to understand how to safely  



design and lead a warm up and cool down for differing sports. Some baseline testing will also 

occur to determine personal fitness levels. With regard to cognitive skill development students 

will begin to recognise the importance of fair play, communication, teamwork and 

sportsmanship and the need for rules within sport and having to follow them. 

Term 2 
Performing Arts/ The role of muscular and skeletal system 
Students within Performing Arts will start to develop dance routines and will explore 

performance skills. During Physical Education students will investigate the function and 

location of various muscles and bones. Students will link to previous learning and identify the 

muscles being targeted in warm ups, cool downs and more generally within sporting actions. 

Students will begin to develop cognitive skills associated with sports and being physically 

active such as decision making and selecting the appropriate skills for the situation, 

comparing performances and planning to improve. 

Term 3 
Performing Arts/ Components of fitness and their roles in 

different sport 
Students within Performing Arts will continue to develop and hone techniques and develop 

their knowledge of composition. Auditions for the summer production will begin. Within 

Physical Education students are introduced to components of fitness and how they have an 

impact on different performers. Students will make links to previous learning on how to warm 

up and cool down effectively for different sports and which muscles and bones are involved. 

In terms of cognitive and social skills students will begin to develop confidence, resilience and 

a competitive spirit whilst also recognising the importance of teamwork, decision making and 

the selection and application of physical skills. 

Term 4 
Performing Arts/The role of the cardio-respiratory system 
Students within Performing Arts will begin to apply both physical skills and techniques to 

routines alongside choreographic skills. Within Physical Education students are introduced of 

the basic components and functions of the cardiorespiratory systems. Students will begin to 

explore how to develop and maintain healthy lifestyles (linking into previous and future 

learning). In terms of cognitive skill development students will continue to develop personal 

and social skills including trust, team work and confidence as well as being able to analyse 

performance and set targets to improve. 

Term 5 
Performing Arts/ Leading a healthy lifestyle 
Students within Performing Arts will continue to work towards the summer production, 

developing and mastering routines in cooperation with other students and groups. During 

Physical Education students will explore how to not only develop but also maintain a healthy 

lifestyle and the factors that could contribute to this. This will encompass how to avoid injury 

(linking to term one), how to use exercise for both physical and mental health benefits and 

diet. Students will develop cognitive skills such as determination, resilience, perseverance 

and motivation. 

 



Term 6 
Performing Arts/ Coaching in Sport 
Students within Performing Arts will hone and refine routines for the summer show applying 

performance skills and techniques. During Physical Education students will explore and trial 

different leadership and coaching techniques based on individual needs, different sport types 

(e.g. individual vs. team). Students will build upon confidence and communication skills from 

the previous term's learning and will apply this in practical situations, including leading warm 

ups/cool downs, small skills and games. Students will continue to hone their analysis skills 

through observation, peer and self-assessment. 

 

PSHE  
In the PSHE curriculum, students will be given the opportunity to develop knowledge around 

a variety of topics and issues which they will face in their daily lives. The aim of our PSHE 

curriculum is to tackle these issues in a thematic way to structure pupil learning in the most 

effective and appropriate way. The core three themes are:   

1. Health and wellbeing   

2. Living in the wider world  

3. Relationships  

Students will work on these themes throughout their time at the school with topics being 

introduced early on, revisited and deepened as they continue their journey through the school. 

The cyclical style of our curriculum is supported by the PSHE Association, who developed the 

key themes and appropriate content for each Key Stage. 

Term 1 

Health and Wellbeing 
Students will study the following topics: Transition into secondary school; change and its 

impact; study skills and note taking; healthy choices and the impact such choices can have 

on mood, motivation and emotions. 

Term 2  
Living in the wider world 
Students will study the following topics: Careers and aspirations; identifying employability; key 

characteristics of working with others; verbal and non-verbal communication and the 

difference between a career and job. 

Term 3  
Relationships 

Students will study the following topics: Fundamental British Values & our identity; diversity in 

our society; online identities; friendship and its impact and bullying. 

Term 4  
Health and wellbeing 
Students will study the following topics: Smoking and drinking; online grooming; puberty and 

how it impacts our bodies and relationships; the menstrual cycle and products available; FGM. 

 



Term 5  
Relationships 
Students will study the following topics: Self-esteem and its implications; positive and negative 

relationships; family diversity; the impact of divorce on the family unit; prejudice and 

discrimination 

Term 6  
Living in the wider world 
Students will study the following topics: Understanding finance and financially healthy 

budgeting; spending habits and methods that can be used to promote good financial health. 
 

 


